A READER’S MONTHLY

©SCOTT HESS PHOTOGRAPHY

Vol. XV • March 2002 • No. 185

Women’s
History
Month

The Legendary Forest Activist Julia Butterfly Hill
at the Bioneers Conference 2001

THE PETALUMA POST is
Writing Women Back Into History
Celebrating Women ’ s History

L

EARNING

THE

TRUE

STORIES

OF

WOMEN’S HISTORY HAS A POSITIVE

EFFECT ON JUST ABOUT EVERYONE.
For girls and women, these empowering stories from America’s shared past
generate feelings of personal strength
and new possibilities. Boys and men
will also gain increased respect for
women by knowing more about their
individual accomplishments, and
about the female experience across
time.
Celebrating women’s lives—filled

with courage, caring and contributions—is valuable for us all. The 20th
century was peopled with women
whose lives and work have transformed American communities and
the ideas of their day.
Women’s history is also about
countless women who have lived
out their lives quietly at the center of
their families. Together, these women
represent many and varied cultures,
faiths, aspirations and beliefs. And,
they have all contributed significantly

to building our society and culture.
History looks different when the contributions of women are included as
routinely as those of men.
When we see history in this new
way, it is as if we are looking through
a wide-angle lens. More of the picture
comes into view. By adjusting our
focus, details that were missing become
clear. An expanded view of history

tion to the past differently. When we
see history in a new way, we can see
new possibilities for the future as well.
—The Petaluma Post Staff

lets us see ourselves and our connec-

HOUR S: M-F 9 a.m.–5:30 p.m.

707-765-8554
(Near Kaiser Hospital) 3810 Cypress Drive, Petaluma, CA 94954

Just Relax...

and think about Trees...

“ Petaluma’s historic
neighborhoods have
magnificent trees.”
Trees provide oxygen...
Trees give a home to wildlife...
Trees increase property values...
Trees just make life better...
If you are interested in a Walking Tour of
the Trees of Historic Petaluma brochure,
free trees for your neighborhood, helpful
planting guidelines, pruning information.
protecting existing trees, an approved
street tree list, or to help us plant trees
in Petaluma please send a SASE to:

Valley Oak, along Highway 101.

CITY OF PETALUMA TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
P.O. Box 61, Petaluma, CA 94953

© THE SONOMA COUNTY COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN
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Alice Freeman, her stolid portrait mounted in this ornate Civil War frame, headed west in 1865.
Tireless, she ran her husband’s ranch, reared six children, opened a school and practiced medicine.

T

HE

PIONEER WOMAN HAD TO

BE MORE THAN JUST A WIFE

AND MOTHER; she had to be
an equal in strength, determination and duties. The society that
these women left “back east”
had to be completely rebuilt out
west. The trail was hard and the
destination just as hard.
On the frontier, women
discovered that they had never
known what a completely roughshod male-dominated society
was like. Many women tried to
change it. They were met with
wild drinking, rampant prostitution, no voting rights, professional gamblers and second-class
citizenship at every turn.
There was stress between
the genders over these and other
issues and the western women

organized into societies and
groups for united strength. They
decided to take action, even if
it was offensive to their spouses.
In San Francisco, in 1853,
the San Francisco Ladies Protection and Relief Society was
formed. Many women with
homes of their own, realized the
economic and personal helplessness of women who suddenly found themselves on the
streets. The society decided to
open a home for “all respectable
women in want of protection.”
These women received a
lot of bad press and uproar over
this effort because the western
male was being labeled as a
predator. (Probably true.) But,
the women kept their own
counsel on this issue and more

women’s homes sprouted up to
protect their sisters.
Charitable societies in the
west were used to bad press because the male domination of
the press reflected community
embarrassment about these very
needs that cried out for reform.
It was the campaigns against
gambling, saloons and prostitution that most violently pitted
female against male. Women
banded together to assert their
“inherent moral authority.” It
became a gender war.
The Chinese Mission House
in San Francisco opened its
doors to “women in disgrace”
and a mob threatened to tear
down the building. Prominent
politicians kept their mouths
shut about this because their

Hist or y & St or ies
voters were all male. Although
this arena of protest after the
these rescue homes were an civil war. Irate groups of women
effort to eliminate vice, society would sing and pray on the
on the frontier was very slow to
street in front of saloons, hachange.
rassing the patrons and owners.
The organized women’s
(This happened in Petaluma
effort to control drinking and to and Santa Rosa as well as San
bring prohibition to the west was Francisco.)
even more violently opposed by
Then in 1866, California
the male establishment.
passed a “local option” law
Alcoholism in the 19th cen- that said that if a majority of the
tury in America was at an all-time
voters in a township petitioned
high in our history. Hard liquor
to have the saloon issue on
was readily available everywhere
the ballot, it would be put on
to every male of all ages. Male
and all the saloons could be
tensions were high because of
closed down, if it passed. The
the everyday drudgery of frontier
women really got together on
life. Liquor was the escape. Pub- Sadie Austin stands at ease
lic drunkenness was a daily event with her guns on her father’s
and a threat to family stability. In ranch, where she worked as a
the west, saloons and whiskey cowgirl, more at home on the
tents encouraged drinking by sup- range than in the kitchen.
plying free lunches. This food was
laced with salt to promote thirst.
Drinkers were allowed to have
liquor bottles in front of them and
to do their own pouring.
(continued on page 4)
this one. They didn’t have the
(continued from page 3)
Rough transient males en- vote themselves, but they did
control the table and the bed at
couraged family men to join
home and lobbying took a new
them for “a tipple.” The saloons
were open 24 hours a day and turn. Women were encouraged
to become “aggressive.”
often had hookers working the
In Alameda, a drunken
crowds for the cribs upstairs.
crowd,
enraged by this new attiGambling tables were orgatude, chased the women from in
nized by professional gamblers,
front of a saloon and into a tent
and drinking while gambling,
where they kept them captive all
was on the house.
day while sitting around outside
As most towns matured,
getting more rowdy and soused.
gambling disappeared, and
In 1870, the Supreme Court
prostitution became much more
declared California’s “local opdiscreet. But heavy drinking
stayed on. By 1885, San Fran- tion” law unconstitutional. So
then, the Women’s Christian
cisco had a saloon for every 16
Temperance Union was formed
voters (and that was 31 times
as many saloons as churches). (and became a national force).
It was also twice as many, per It was quite active in Petaluma
(see the W.C.T.U. Fountain on
capita, as New York City! Sin
the corner of the Boulevard and
was a way of life in the west
Western Ave.) But 10 years went
and that was the way frontier
by and no results. The women fiman wanted it.
This alcoholic promiscuity nally returned to their homes.
However, also in 1870,
was, of course, mostly male.
women had gotten voting rights
The problem became so severe
in Wyoming and Utah. The Utah
that finally, even the politicians
move was a Mormon thing. The
started taking public note. The
western woman really entered men wanted the same things the
Carefree Kitty Tatch cavorts with a friend high above Yosemite Valley in 1900. Kitty autographed postcards of her antics at a nearby
hotel where she was a waitress.
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The Women of the Western Frontier—1850-1885
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Remembering the

©COURTESY WELLS FARGO BANK HISTORY ROOM

PA G E 4 • T H E P E TA L U M A P O S T • M A R C H 2 0 0 2
women did and Brigham Young
wanted to attract more people
to Mormonism. In Wyoming, it
was a public relations push to
get more attention from pioneer
families who didn’t like the
cold climate. (The fact is, that
women were not even allowed
to be on jury duty until 1950 in
Wyoming!)
Co-education was another
goal of women’s organizations.
During the Civil War, this effort
got a big push because many
colleges were forced to accept
women students just to stay in
business. But, the teaching was
still primarily aimed toward
marriage preparation rather
than career. Such courses as
“etiquette, conversation and
needlework,” “cooking and the
household arts” and “domestic
Lillie Hitchcock Coit shows off the uniform that she wore when
economy” were high on the
chasing San Francisco fire engines. After 13 years as a mascot of
list.
the Knickerbocker Engine Company Number Five she received a
But the women of the west
certificate that made her an honorary member.
had been strong and successful
overall. The number of incredible hurdles they had overcome
was impressive. Most were heroes in their own rights. They
had helped to create civilization
out of hardship never before
experienced. They eventually
forged an equality out of sheer
will and intelligence.
Social
change
always
comes slowly. But, it did come!
And the females of the western
frontier were very important in
making those changes. There
were a great many accomplishments acquired by these
women. Unfortunately, it’s a
chronicle that has never fully
been told.

OLD
PETALUMA
Hist or y & St or ies

Get an Attitude—Visit

ANGELO’S MEATS
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Is your child struggling
with reading? We can help!
Clinically proven reading programs for learning
disabilities and auditory processing problems, ages 6-18.
• Lindamood Phoneme Sequencing
• Visualizing/Verbalizing
• Samonas Listening Therapy

• Seeing Stars
• Earobics
• Phono-Graphics

FREE initial phone consultation
Speech, Language, & Learning Pathways
707-781-7424

Petaluma

•
•
•
•
•
•

Famous Beef Jerky
Full Service Smokehouse
Homemade Sausage and Bacon
Gold Medal BBQ Spiced Tri-tips
Smoked Salmon
New York Steaks

32 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Absolutely Delicioso
BBQ Catering
Roasted Pigs

Angelo’s Italian Taste
Italian Garlic Salsa
Italian Garlic Mustard
Italian BBQ Sauce
Garlic Marinara
Garlic Stuffed Olives
Pickled Garlic

2700 Adobe Rd., Petaluma, CA • 707-763-9586

Portuguese Market
707-776-0905
OPEN Tuesday-Saturday 10A.M.-6P.M.
125 Washington St., Petaluma, CA 94952
Corner of Washington and Keller
“Come join us
• Import & Export Goods
for a lunch of hot • Fresh Portuguese Bread
soup and fresh
• Visit us for even more!!
rolls!”
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Women in History

Julia Butterfly Hill
Embodies Tree Essence
BY KAREN SCHELL

Julia Butterfly Hill with the youth at the
Bioneers Conference 2001.

©SCOTT HESS PHOTOGRAPHY

Julia Butterfly Hill enjoying the speakers at the Bioneers Conference 2001.

Earth,” says Hill.
to $20 and are available at:
We should all be able to
Copperfield’s Books, Petaluma,
seek inspiration in groves.
Sebastopol, and Santa Rosa
Benefit with Julia But- Town Hall Coalition Resource
terfly Hill for the Youth Ac- Center in Occidental.
tivist Convergence Wednesday,
March
27th
from
7 p.m.-10 p.m.
What many people may not know is
Sebastopol Veterans
Building
that these trees are the only ones of
(282 South High
their kind on the planet.
Street,
Sebastopol). Tickets range
in price from $10

“

”

Counseling You Can AffordFor the Help
That You Need Immediate Appointments Available

IN GROVES.

on inspiring youth to become are eroding into the hillsides,”
involved in their communities
she reports.
and exploring the necessary
There are many scientific
skills to create effective social
reasons to leave the forests
change. Throughout the eve- standing, and there are many
Sometimes Thou may’st walk in Groves, heartfelt reasons. What
many people may not
which being full of Majestie will much
know is that these trees
advance the Soul. THOMAS VAUGHAN,
are the only ones of
ANIMA MAGICA ABSCONDITA
their kind on the planet.
They are a vital part of
our world.
A storyteller must
be careful that her stoning, youth-led organizations
ries don’t become mythologifrom high schools, colleges,
cal. Some may hear an heroic
and communities in Marin and
account and say, “I couldn’t do
Sonoma Counties will table and
that,” because what they see
share information about youth
is the expanded impact or the
involvement within the environend product, and not the initial
mental movement. Hill will be
act. Hill tries to avoid this by
available for book signing durencouraging her audiences to
ing the event.
look to the stories of our own
She is one of many telling
lives and tell them. She knows
the tragic story of the forests.
from experience that personal
Her most recent visit to the Paactions and the relating of those
cific Redwoods revealed more
actions to others are what make
destruction. “There are massive
the difference.
burnt, destroyed clearcuts in
“Our collective future
every direction. Pacific Lumdemands that all of us become
ber continues its egregious
involved in shifting to a healthslaughter of entire watersheds. I
ier, more respectful and sustaincould easily see where the next
able way of living. We each
mudslides are going to occur, as
have our own tree to climb. All
there are already marked paths
of us, wherever we live, have
where the rains of the winter
a responsibility to preserve the

“

”

Blvd. So., Petaluma, CA 94952707-765-8488

EMAIL: bluespin@earthlink.net

BUTTERFLY HILL WALKED
They inspired her
to a personal act of selfsacrifice, an act many others
offered before her and continue
to offer right now. An act
that would draw worldwide attention to the
tragedy of the clearcutting of the Pacific Redwood forests. She sat in
a tree—for two years.
People love to tell
their stories. It is storytelling that heals and binds us
together. Julia Butterfly Hill tells
her stories with a voice like the
wind. She has embodied tree
essence, this woman who bent
with the branches in a violent
storm of transformation during
her first winter in the tree. The
daughter of a preacher, Julia
commands an audience with
her heartfelt words.
Julia Butterfly Hill will
speak at a benefit for the first annual Youth Activist Convergence
in Sebastopol. At the benefit,
Wednesday, March 27th from 7
p.m.-10 p.m. in the Sebastopol
Veterans Building.
Hill will launch her new
book, One Makes the Difference, as part of a night of invigorating commentary focused
ULIA

commercial • portrait • art
editorial • architectural

for
business
and
pleasure
people
and
places
unique
Petaluma
scenes

www.scotthessphoto.com

100 Union Street, Petaluma, CA 94952 • 707-765-0580 •

J

PETALUMA PEOPLE SERVICES CENTER 1500A Petaluma
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Women in History

T

Women Sustaining
the American Spirit

HE ATTACK ON OUR NATION

2001,

ON

SEPTEMBER 11,

HAS CHANGED OUR

WORLD FOREVER.

This is a challenging time, but also a critical
opportunity to recognize and
celebrate the rich and dynamic
work of women in creating and
sustaining America’s democratic
society.
For this reason we have
developed a new theme for National Women’s History Month

2002. “Women Sustaining the
American Spirit” is the new
theme for National Women’s
History Month 2002. Our goal
is to showcase the diverse and
interlocking stories of women
who have created and affirmed
the American spirit. The new
2002 theme will help deliver
the message of who American
women are and what they have
accomplished.
To help focus on the rich

and complex ways women have
created the American Spirit, we
have selected six women to
honor and showcase. These
women’s remarkable lives span
most of the 20th Century. Their
achievements have paved the
way for a larger sense of possibility in the America of the 21st
Century.
The National Women’s
History Project Honorees for
2002 are women whose lives

The 2002 Women’s History Resource Catalog and
National Women’s History Month Commemorative Poster.

ALICE COACHMAN (BORN
1923)
Breaking through barriers of race
and sex, Alice Coachman became
the first African American woman
to win an Olympic gold medal in
track and field as she broke the
Olympic record in the high jump
at the London Olympics, 1948.

DOROTHY HEIGHT
(BORN 1912)
A passionate leader in the struggle
for equality and human rights for
all people, Dorothy Height has
worked as President of the National Council of Negro Women
(NCNW) for over 40 years.

DOLORES HUERTA
(BORN 1930)
To help create better working
conditions for migrant farm
workers, Dolores Huerta, along
with Cesar Chavez, co-founded
and led the United Farm Workers Union.

Women’s History Month
March 2002

Celebrating the 154th Anniversary
of the Women’s Rights Movement!
exemplify the American Spirit.
The 2002 Women’s History Resource Catalog and National Women’s History Month Commemorative Poster is available now. For
more information about National Women’s History Month and the
six honorees for 2002, contact:

NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY PROJECT
3343 Industrial Dr., Suite #4, Santa Rosa, CA 95403
PHONE: 707-636-2888 • FAX: 707-636-2909

GERDA LERNER
(BORN 1920)
Escaping Nazi terrorism when
she was 17 years old, Gerda
Lerner became the foremost
pioneer in defining the scope
and importance of the field of
women’s history and in 1981 was
the first woman in fifty years to be
elected president of the Organization of American Historians.

CONGRESSWOMAN PATSY
T. MINK (BORN DEC. 6, 1927)
Knowing the importance of challenging stereotypes, Patsy Mink,
the first Asian American woman
elected to the U.S. House of
Representatives, played a key
role in the enactment of Title IX,
which is dramatically expanding
the opportunities for women in
education.

MARY LOUISE
DEFENDER-WILSON
(BORN OCTOBER 14, 1930)
Celebrating and keeping alive
the spirit of the Dakotah/Hidatsa
people through storytelling,
Mary Louise Defender-Wilson’s
work serves as an essential cultural bridge as America moves
into the 21st Century.

Happy Easter
Flowers for all occasions.
High-Style Arrangements
and Corsages.

Chalet Florist, Inc.
Kimberly Soldati-Arnew
Joyce Bynum-Kotsaris
311 W. Washington Street
Petaluma, CA 94952

707-762-7373

Advertise in the Petaluma

Post—Call Today: 707-762-3260
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Women in History

Women at Ground Zero
BY MELINDA GAY

Advertise in the

Petaluma Post
Call Today: 707-762-3260

Sergeant Carey Policastro of the New York Police Department, photographer Sue Culig, Susan Hagen, and Mary Carouba visiting Ground Zero.

M

CAROUBA,
A
SONOMA
COUNTY
ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES SOCIAL WORKER, AND SUSAN
HAGEN, A FIREFIGHTER/EMT FROM
GRATON, recently returned from
New York City, where they interviewed fifty women for Women
at Ground Zero, a book honoring the heroism of women rescue
workers at the World Trade Center, including those who gave their
lives on September 11, 2001.
The cruel events of September 11th called forth the best in
many, particularly rescue workers and others who rushed to
the scene. As they watched
news coverage, Mary and Susan
were moved by the response of
New Yorkers to this tragedy.
As the days went by, however,
they noticed a continuing lack
of coverage about the women
whose courage, professionalism and resourcefulness conARY

tributed to saving lives and
cision to write a book about the among many others. Susan’s
helping a devastated commu- women at Ground Zero. In addi- peer relationship with emernity. Even the language used
tion to being a firefighter, Susan
gency personnel, combined
in the media and by politicians is an award-winning writer who
with Mary’s ability to put the
to describe rescue workers— has been writing professionally distraught at ease, created a
”firemen, policemen, our brave for twenty-five years, and Mary
safe harbor for these women to
guys”—all but rendered women
is an investigative social worker tell their stories.
invisible in this terrible even.
who is skilled in finding people
Mary says, “This project
Mary and Susan wanted to and gathering information. They has given me the sense that we
hear about the expeare doing something
riences of the women
positive in the face
Even the language used in the media and by
who responded to
of an unspeakable
politicians to describe rescue workers—”firethis tragedy. They
tragedy, and that
men, policemen, our brave guys”—all but
wanted to hear about
makes all the rest of
rendered women invisible in this terrible
the professional and
it easier to bear. The
event
emotional
chalbook is not meant
lenges these women
to single anyone out
encountered in their
as a hero, or to deny
work and how they dealt with hired photojournalist Sue Culig, the contributions and sacrifices
who traveled to New York with
this unfathomable event. The
of the men who responded to
more they talked about this with them on their first trip (they’ve
and/or lost their lives at the
been
there
twice
in
the
past
few
the people in their community,
World Trade Center. It is simply
the more they found that others months) and interviewed police
a way to tell the story of Sepwere anxious to hear these sto- officers, firefighters, paramed- tember 11th from a woman’s
ics, urban search and rescue perspective and to share those
ries, too.
Mary and Susan made a de- workers and military personnel, stories with others who are anx-

“

”

ious to hear them.”
One of their first interviews
was with Sergeant Carey Policastro of the New York Police
Department. In addition to sharing her own powerful story for
the book, she arranged to have
Mary and Susan tour Ground
Zero. She also introduced them
to many women who deeply
touched them with their incredible stories of valor, humility and
compassion.
All of the women featured
in the book are coming to
Sonoma County in November
for an all-expense paid trip as a
way to thank them. Donations
are requested, please contact:
WOMEN AT GROUND ZERO
P.O. Box 2641, Santa Rosa, CA
95405, 707-322-7433 or visit:
www.womenatgroundzero.com
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Travel

Big Sur’s Coast and the
Pacific Ocean’s Majesty

Hearst Castle’s outdoor swimming pool.

BY JEAN A. COOKE

T

HE GREATEST MEETING OF
LAND AND SEA,

Big Sur
is 90 miles of ruggedly
beautiful coastline located
between Carmel and southerly
San Simeon, home to Hearst
Castle. Highway One winds
between the Santa Lucia Mountains and the Pacific Ocean.
First settled in the 1830’s under
Mexican land grants, most
population occurred around
1900 when redwood trees were
lumbered. The Old Coast Trail,
which had been the only link
between homesteads, was still
little more than a wagon trail.
Most transport was by treacherous sea routes until Point Sur
Lighthouse protected ships from
hazards.
Highway One, California’s
first Scenic Highway, with sharp
curves and steep hills is meant
for leisurely driving. Plentiful
pullouts give me the opportunity
to smell sea air, scan for whales
or seals and watch the panorama
change before my eyes as clouds
darkened the ocean and sunlight
brings sparkle.
CARMEL
Starting in Carmel with European style quaint shops, elegant

eateries and breathtaking homes,
I spend a few hours dipping into
shops. My favorite place to eat
is Hog’s Breath owned by Clint
Eastwood, located on San Carlos
between 5th and 6th Avenue.
Many wood-burning
fireplaces warm the
outdoor patio with
tables sprinkled around
irregular walls and
nooks. The friendly staff
bends over backwards
to give me the most
for my money. I did
not spot Clint who is
known to frequent there.

“

GRAY WALES AND SEALS
Gray whales, up to 45 feet in
length, migrate north along Big
Sur from December through
April and south from December
to early February. By February
the gray whales are migrating
back to Alaska with newborn
babies by their sides. Heading
north they swim slowly against
the current close to shore, with
their babies on the shore side.
If you are lucky, lines of whale
spouts will look like steam
locomotives.
The Piedras Blancas elephant seal rookery is located
about 5 miles north of Cambria

and San Simeon along scenic
Highway One. Mature males arrive in November with females
arriving mid-December. First
births are around Christmas,
peaking in late January. Peak

Highway One, California’s first
Scenic Highway, with sharp
curves and steep hills is meant
for leisurely driving.

www.bigsurgallery.com for specific information on their vast
collection of local art.
From beaches to mountains.
Hike along the streams in the
cool, tree-lined valleys. Climb
up on the high ridges for a spectacular view of the coastline on
the western slope and gaze into
the wilderness in the Las Padres
National Forest and Ventana
Wilderness on the eastern slope.
Choose from hundreds of trails,
short to long, many as steep as
the Sierra’s. Check out the book
“Hiking the Big Sur Country: The
Ventana Wilderness” for details.
A favorite stop overnight or
just a tranquil break is Ventana
Inn overlooking the Big Sur
Coastline. With 240 acres you
need not leave the property to
hike, relax or enjoy spectacular
views. Massages are available
in your room. Around various
places on the property they
provide 4 p.m. wine, cheese
and snacks that are inclusive in
the room price. Several private
pools beautifully situated are for
exercise or lounging. The buildings are designed to blend seamlessly into the natural surroundings. Outdoor dining overlooks
the gardens and ocean. Food and
accommodations is top notch.
Visit www.ventanainn.com for
information and reservations.
Ragged Point Inn and Resort,
15 miles north of Hearst Castle
has “A Million Dollar View” from
their 400-foot rocky promontory.
With the only gas station around,
stop also to taste the restaurant’s
food. A trail takes you past flowers, a stopping place for bees
and butterflies. A 1/2 mile steep
trail takes the brave down to an
exotic black sand beach with
waterfall. Outdoor weddings in

a gazebo surrounded by lush
grass and flowers are available.
Visit www.raggedpointinn.net
for information and reservations.
HEARST CASTLE
William Randolph Hearst,
along with architect Julia Morgan, took 28 years to build his
castle on the “Enchanted Hill”
where he played as a child. Two
spectacular pools, ponds, and
fabulous landscaped grounds
surround his 150-room estate.
The interiors are a little dark for
my taste, the guest bedrooms
not much larger than a middle
class house, with bathrooms
small but functional. Hearst
used building materials brought
from all over the world to this
remote sanctuary. No detail was
lost with even a wooden doggie ramp to the ponds so his
beloved short-legged dogs did
not strain themselves getting
into the pond for a swim. The
small town of Cambria initially
started as worker’s housing for
the castle construction crew.
Prominent Hollywood film
stars and personalities were invited for as long as they wanted
to stay. But there is no such thing
as a free lunch or stay at Hearst
Castle. During mandatory dinner, Hearst and his consort, Marian Davies, gleaned tidbits of
information. After dinner, Hearst
went to his private quarters and
sent stories to his 26 newspapers, scooping everyone else.
Tickets can be bought on
site but as I found out, not
always for the same day. Best
to make a reservation for the
many categories of tours.
Evening tours start March 1st.
Visit
www.hearst-castle.org/
welcome.asp for more informa-

”

mating is around Valentine’s
Day. By March the adults leave
the surprised weaned pups
alone to teach themselves how
to swim. Between April and
August seals return to molt. Visit
www.elephantseal.org for more
information about this fascinating species.
THINGS TO SEE AND DO
Located in Big Sur, the Coast
Gallery Big Sur complex includes a restaurant, three shops
and three galleries. Great for
browsing or the serious art
collector featuring local artists paintings, carvings and
candle manufacture including exquisite Loet Vanderveen
metal
sculptures.
Contact

Even Monarch butterflies enjoy the Big Sur coastline view.
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Women in History
Test Your Women’s History
I.Q.
narrow paper envelope that
preceded it.

Q. A Chinese poet and revolutionary, she encouraged
women to resist oppression
and helped unite secret
revolutionary societies working to overthrow China’s
Manchu government. After
the discovery of a planned
uprising, she was arrested
and beheaded.
A. QIU JIN (1875-1907). After
her death, she was immediately hailed as a heroine
and martyr, and she became
a symbol of women’s independence.
Q. This mother led a 125-mile
march of child workers from
the mills of Pennsylvania to
President Theodore Roosevelt’s vacation home on
Long Island.

A. MARY HARRIS JONES
(1830-1930). The feisty Irishborn labor organizer known
as “Mother Jones.” Her goal
for the 1903 march was
to bring the evils of child
labor to the attention of the
president and the national
press. She later helped
found Industrial Workers of
the World.
Q. A Mexican nun and scholar
who wrote poetry and
drama, her eloquent and
often startlingly passionate
verse, some of them clearly
addressed to women, established her as the outstanding 17th century poet of
colonial Latin America.
A. SOR JUANA IN S DE LA
CRUZ (1651-1695). In response to a reprimand from a
superior, wrote a letter—now
considered a defining work
in feminist literature—defending her secular interests and
pleading for equal educational
opportunities for women.
Q. Three American women
investors of the early industrial era devised (a) the first
machine to make the squarebottomed paper bags still
used in grocery stores today;
(b) the clothes wringer for
washing machines; and (c) a
sound-dampening apparatus
used by New York’s Metropolitan Railroad system.
A. (a) MARY KNIGHT (18381914) of Boston is credited
with about 90 inventions
and 22 patents, including
a paper bag to replace the

(b) ELLEN EGLUI sold her
patent rights for the clothes
wringer for $18 in 1888. “If
it was known that a Negro
woman patented the invention,” she explained, “white
ladies would not buy the
wringer.”

(c) In 1891, inventor MARY
WALTON, a resident of Manhattan patented an apparatus
to dampen the intolerable
rattling produced by the new
elevated trains being installed
in large U.S. cities.
Q. The last reigning monarch
of the Hawaiian Islands, she
was deposed when American business and military
interests wanted to annex
Hawaii.
A. QUEEN LILI`UOKALANI
(1838-1917). A revolution,
encouraged and assisted
by American interests and
backed by a U.S. Navy
gunboat, ended her reign in
1893. Her legacy includes
more than 200 songs that
she composed, including
“Aloha Oe,” the Hawaiian
“national anthem.”
Q. This turn-of-the-century muckraker dug up dirt on one of
the biggest U.S. companies.
Her report on her findings is
now considered among the
20th century’s top works of
journalism.
A. IDA TARBELL (18571906). Wrote “History of
the Standard Oil Company.”
Although she personified
success in what was considered a “man’s” profession,
she asserted that women’s
suffrage was not only unnecessary but wrong.
Q. On the Greek island of
Lesbos, she led a group of
women dedicated to the perfection of young womanhood
and wrote verses expressing
her intense emotional involvement with them. She is
widely considered the finest
poet of Western civilization.
A. SAPPHO (c. 610-C580
B.C.). Her work was collected into nine books
around the third century
B.C. The church, deeming
it
obscene,
had
it burned. In 1900, fragments of her works were
rediscovered. Plato called
her the “tenth muse.”

Q. One of the greatest female
athletes of all time, this black
sprinter—who suffered polio,
double pneumonia and
scarlet fever as a child—took
three gold medals in the
1960 Olympics in Rome.
A. WILMA RUDOLPH (1940- ).
At the 1960 Olympics,
she won 100-meter and
200-meter races, and then
anchored the U.S. 400meter relay team to victory.
Q. Following World War I, this
Egyptian woman organized
the largest women’s demonstration against colonial
rule of her country. In 1923,
she stepped off a train and
removed her veil; others
joined her in the first public
defiance of the tradition.
A. HUDA SHAARAWI (18791947). The lectures for
women that she organized
brought Egyptian women out
of their homes and into public places for the first time.
She helped start the Egyp-

tian Feminist Union, which
she headed for 24 years, and
later founded the All-Arab
Federation of Women.
Q. One of the most outspoken
white critics of South Africa’s
former apartheid government, she was killed by a
letter bomb while teaching
in Mozambique. The 1988
movie A World Apart, starring Barbara Hershey, was
based on her life.
A. RUTH FIRST (1925-1982).
She detailed her experiences
of South African jails in a
book titled 117 Days. Her
daughter, writer Gillian Slovo,
described the personal impact of her parents’ activism
in Every Secret Thing: My
Family, My Country.
Q. She is regarded by many as
the greatest ballerina born
in America. Her father was
chief of the Osage tribe.
A. MARIA TALLCHIEF (b.
1925). Gained international
stardom as prima ballerina
of the New York City Ballet
in a career that spanned 23
years. In 1980, she and her
sister founded the Chicago
City Ballet.
Q. A daughter of slaves in the
American South, this crusading journalist and women’s

suffrage activist led the
national campaign against
lynching.
A. IDA B. WELLS-BARNETT
(1862-1931). Exposed lynching to the world through her
writing and organizing. The
mother of four children, she
founded a women’s suffrage
club in Chicago and was an
ally of W.E.B. DuBois.
Q. One of the most famous physicians of her day, this medieval Italian doctor and medical writer claimed that both
men and women could have
physiological defects that
affect conception—a daring
notion at the time. She also
described, against the teachings of the church, the use
of opiates to dull the pain
of childbirth. Some scholars
dispute her existence.
A. TROTULA (11th Century).
She chaired the medical
school at the School of
Salerno, in southern Italy.
Her most notable work, The
Diseases of Women, gives
information about menses,
conception, pregnancy and
childbirth as well as general
diseases and their treatments.
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Epicurean Episodes

Hana Japanese Restaurant

Prepares and presents great cuisine from sushi
to steak.

T

HE

DINING DETECTIVES

WERE

OUT ON A RAINY WINTRY

SATURDAY NIGHT, in search
of a different dining experience.
We had heard the “buzz” about
a Japanese restaurant in Rohnert
Park and were ready to see what
it was all about. After a short
ride up Highway 101, we arrived at the Double Tree Plaza
and our destination Hana Japanese Restaurant.
As we entered we saw Ken
Tominaga, Chef/Restaurateur,
behind the packed Sushi Bar.
Eight diners filled the bar and
were enjoying their meals while
they watched the creative work
of Ken and his chefs. Originally
from Tokyo, Ken attended the
Akaska Cooking School to hone
his craft. He has operated Hana
for 12 years now using the freshest of local ingredients and making his own sushi.
The pleasant restaurant
which seats about 60 was almost
full and it was still early, only 5:
30 p.m. The Shoshi screens and
granite tables made the restaurant look inviting. There were
families, couples and solo diners
who were busily enjoying their
meals. As we were escorted to
our table in the center of the
main room, we noticed glowing reviews from Zagat Guide
2001 and The San Francisco
Chronicle, proudly posted on
the wall in the entrance.
Lae, our waitress, was soon
at our table and we ordered
some Hana Chardonnay and
some Calistoga Water to get us
started. Hot towels were brought
to our table so that we could
freshen up before our meal, a
nice touch. We were ready for

an enjoyable dining experience
and here are some of the dishes
that we highly recommend.
STARTERS:
Jumbo Clam Fritter with
green tea salt
This is a very tasty starter that
we really enjoyed.
Tataki of Filet Mignon
Thin slices of seared filet mignon with Ken’s miso dressing
on a bed of mixed greens. For
the non-Sushi eater this is a
must. Prepared perfectly, pink
in the middle and sliced thinly,
it doesn’t get better than this.
Hawaiian Ahi Poki
Chopped spicy tuna sashimi,
tobiko caviar, and sesame seeds
served on a bed of mixed greens.
Ahi at it’s best.
Hana Sunomono
Cucumber, seaweed, rice noodles, octopus, shrimp, and crab
in Japanese vinegar dressing.
Our first experience with octopus and it was quite tasty.
Sake Braised Short Rib
This special dish had a great
sauce and is also a meat eater’s
delight.
MAIN COURSES:
(All main courses are served
with miso soup, Japanese
pickles, sunomono salad and
rice.)
There was a Prix-Fixe Omakase Chef’s Choice multi-course
menu and Bento Box Dinners.
Tempting, however this evening
we chose to order Sushi and a
Combination dinner.
Tempura & New York Steak
Teriyaki
Crisp prawn and vegetable tempura and grilled Black Angus

Ken Tominaga, Chef/Restaurateur, with his Sushi Bar chefs.

THE
DINING
DETECTIVES
BY CAROL & JOE DAVIS
www.finediningdetectives.com

New York steak served with
house red wine teriyaki sauce.
Again a great steak, showing
that non-Sushi eaters can also
enjoy a great dinner at Hana.
SUSHI:
All the Sushi that we tasted was
delicious and extremely fresh
with a lovely presentation. If you
are new to the world of Sushi,
we recommend that you ask the
Chef for the best selection. Sitting at the Sushi Bar allows you
to see the chef work, which is
fascinating.
Banzai Roll
Ken’s Exclusive Jumbo Roll. This
is “Ken’s” California Roll which
is beautifully presented—very
fresh and tasty.
Rainbow Roll
Tuna, Salmon, Yellowtail, and
Tobiko around Crab, Avocado,
and Cucumber. The taste of the
fresh cucumber make this delightful. Fabulous Sushi Roll.
Futo Ni
Shiitake, Avocado, Asparagus,
and pickled Burdock root. Interesting tastes came from the
pickled Burdock root.
Wasabi Tobiko
Wasabi Flying Fish Caviar. The
Wasabi, which is spicy hot,
green putty textured Japanese
horseradish mustard, was perfect with this special fish roe.
Ebi-Prawn
This was our personal favorite,
butterfly shrimp on rice.
Maguro-Tuna
Another tasty sushi.
SAKE:
With over 30 choices for hot and
cold sake we had to ask for help.
Lae our waitress explained to us
the ratings, the higher the number the dryer the taste. The more
polished the rice in the Sake the
smoother the taste.
A Sake sampler is available;
however, we opted to create our
own flight of Sakes. We could
tell which Sake was smoothest
and now understand that the
processing makes the difference.
Cold
(Served in a small square box
shaped drinking vessel.)
Suishin (+3) Hiroshima
Otokoyama (+10) Hokkaido

Sitting at the Sushi Bar allows you to see the chef work,

There are always a number of fresh homemade desserts on
the menu and all come served with seasonal fresh fruit.
Kira (+15) Fukushima
Hot
Tamon Gold (+3) Nishinomiya
Karatanba (+7) Nada
DESSERTS:
Please leave room for dessert.
There are always a number of
fresh homemade desserts on the
menu and all come served with
seasonal fresh fruit. (Call the
day before if you want to order
the Sake Crème Brulee.)
Ginger Crème Brulee
The hint of ginger made this
delicious Crème Brulee truly
unique. This was our favorite. It
was just superb in terms of flavor, freshness and texture. Many

Japanese Cuisine again soon.

restaurants serve Crème Brulee
but few do it justice like Hana!
Azuki Beans Ice Cream
This traditional Japanese dessert
was very tasty and different.
Raspberry Sorbet
A perfect palate cleanser.
Hana Japanese Restaurant, like
Japanese food, is becoming a
tradition in Sonoma County.
Ken Tominaga Chef/Restaurateur
makes
his
own
sushi
creating edible art in elegant arrangements. There are over 100
entrees and sushi choices to
choose from. We truly enjoyed
our dining experience at Hana
and will be back to experience
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Women in History

Mei Nakano

Helen Rudee

Mei Nakano is an author, human
rights advocate and an educator on the topic of JapaneseAmerican history. She has been
active in teaching Sonoma County
about racial prejudice, specifically the experience of JapaneseAmericans in Internment Camps,
where she was imprisoned during
World War II. Mei was the first
Chairperson for the Commission
on Human Rights.

Helen Rudee has devoted her
life first to raising her children
and then to serving her community. After attending SRJC and
graduating from Stanford, she
worked as a nurse. When her
children started grade school she
began to volunteer for the PTA
and, from there, she moved on
to the Sonoma County Board of
Education, where she served for
10 years. In 1977, Helen made
a successful bid for a seat on the
County Board of Supervisors,
making her the first woman to
serve on the Board. She is one
of only three women to ever
serve on the Board, and the
only woman chair. During her
twelve-year tenure, the Board of
Supervisors developed the first
general plan for land use and implemented major road improvement projects. Her interests and
activism were and continue to
be centered on children, health
care and the environment. Helen
has devoted her entire adult life
to improving the quality of life
for others in this community.

Influential Women in
Sonoma County

Learn more about the history of local women
and about local women making history now!
Elsie Allen

Elsie Allen was a Pomo basket
weaver, who is famous for her
work. Her incredible baskets
are displayed in the Smithsonian Institute, along with information about the Pomo tribe.
She overcame poverty and poor
education to become an artist
and a teacher. Through her life,
her work and her instruction,
she preserved not just an art
form but also a culture, so that
we can know and remember
the character of a people who
inhabited this land for centuries.

Ann Gray Byrd
Reverend Ann Gray Byrd is a
well-known and formidable activist for civil rights and equality
in Sonoma County and beyond.
After graduating high school in
1955, she became the first secretary of the new Santa Rosa
branch of the NAACP. Ann
went on to become a relentless advocate for youth in Santa
Rosa’s educational system. She
has been honored with many
awards for her intense dedication to equality and is currently
a minister, the President of the
local NAACP and a member
of the National Association of
Negro Business and Professional Women’s Club.

Maria Carrillo
Maria Carrillo was one of very
few women to be granted land
by the governor of Mexico in
the early 1800’s. She petitioned
for and received a grant of 8800
acres, called Cabeza de Santa
Rosa, which later became the
city of Santa Rosa. She moved
to the area with nine of her 12
children after the death of her
husband. After obtaining the

land, she established a successful ranch, which she owned and
managed herself—an unusual
accomplishment for a woman
of that time. She actively supervised all of the farming efforts,
including a wide variety of
crops and livestock.

and encourage community involvement. Her writing binds
together the broad spectrum of
people who live in this community and gives everyone a sense
of belonging.

Carole Ellis

Susan Moore is a leader in
bringing projects to serve the
community to Sonoma County.
She identifies a needs and
problems in the community and
works to fill and correct them.
Susan founded “Girl by Girl”,
an organization working to
provide educational opportunities for girls who do not have
the resources to attend college.
Another youth-oriented project
she organized is Guardians of
CASA, which provides clothing
and holiday gifts for children
in juvenile detention. She is
involved with fundraising for a
number of community groups,
including the Women’s Justice
Center. She founded a networking organization for women
involved in political issues in
Sonoma County, after realizing
that no such opportunity existed
for women. The group focuses
on community activism and
improvement, including a broad
spectrum of issues.

Carole Ellis is a great Sonoma
County educator, both through
her influence in the school system and in community projects.
As the former Principal of Cook
Middle School and a Trustee for
Santa Rosa Junior College, she
is committed to creating a more
inclusive educational system.
She is also committed to creating a closer community. Carole
is the founding coordinator of
the committee that organizes
the annual Martin Luther King
Day events in the county. She
is the coordinator of “It Takes a
Village,” a youth program from
the Community Baptist Church.
Carole has been a commissioner for the Sonoma County
Commission on the Status of
Women.

Susan Moore

Maria
Mota-Fincher

Gaye LeBaron
Gaye LeBaron began her career
in the newspaper business in
the 1950’s—a time when female
reporters were uncommon. But,
after working as a reporter for
five years, she began a column
that became an integral part of
Sonoma County. Gaye’s Press
Democrat column ran daily for
40 years, providing a voice, a
conscience and an education
for the entire community. She
used this forum to tell stories
of area history, make politics
accessible, champion causes

Maria Mota-Fincher committed
over 20 years of her volunteer
and professional career to making the media accessible to
Spanish-speaking residents of
Sonoma County. At KCRB television and radio, Maria provides
programming to assist the Latino
community in understanding
and participating in American
culture. She utilizes the media
to educate the public on health
issues as well. Maria is the recipient of numerous awards for
her community involvement—
in health care, youth projects,
women’s issues, the media and
religious organizations. She is
a former Commissioner on the
Sonoma County Commission
on the Status of Women.

Toni Novak
Toni Novak is
the
Executive
Director of the
Sonoma County
Legal Services
Foundation,
providing public
education, affordable services,
and youth legal education. She
currently consults to the Department of Health Services and the
Human Services Department
on Domestic Violence issues.
Her agency also provides services in schools on domestic
violence and its prevention
through the DOVE Project.
She is a former member of the
Sonoma County Commission
on the Status of Women, whose
Violence Against Women Task
Force she chaired for several
years. Toni has a background in
family violence education and
prevention and extensive community involvement in domestic
violence issues. She has been
the Executive Director of the
Community Child Care Council
and Coordinator of the Sonoma
County Child Abuse Council.
Toni has provided over 1,200
hours of training and education
in policy and community issues,
facilitation, violence prevention,
mediation, and social services
management.

Joan Samuelson
Joan Samuelson founded the Parkinson’s Action Network in 1991,
after being diagnosed with the
disease. She is an attorney who
originally practiced commercial
litigation and mediation. Now
Joan applies her experience in the
law to medical research advocacy,
as president of the national organization she created. Joan works
through the Network to increase
research efforts on Parkinson’s
disease. She has been honored
for her exceptional legal and political work, for making new law
and setting new policy that has
prompted national change. She
continues to use her expertise to
press for the expansion of medical
research.
(continued on page 12)
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Women in History

Influential Women in
Sonoma County (contin(continued from page 11)

Alicia Sanchez

Alicia Sanchez is an inspirational leader, who has made a
tremendous impact in the lives
of workers in this county and
beyond. After learning to speak
English at age 10, Alicia went
on to earn a law degree from
Hastings College. She worked
for the UFW under Cesar
Chavez, organized the Sonoma
County Industrial Union and
organized workers for several
other Bay Area labor unions.
With the California Human
Development Corporation, she
assisted immigrants in the community. Alicia is still active with
Pueblos Unidos and Mujeres
Unidos. Devoted to empowering the poor and neglected, Alicia has provided many people
with the tools to improve their
lives and our community.

Emma Steel
Emma Steel is involved in bringing much-needed healthcare education programs to those who
might otherwise be left behind

by the traditional medical care
system. Her current focus is to
provide pregnancy prevention
programs and life-skills education for teenagers. She has also
led efforts to deal with the issue
of AIDS and HIV in the county,
especially with the Latino population. She has provided AIDS
education in Sonoma County;
developing outreach programs
for the community and prevention programs for youth in
the school system. She is also
involved in innovative educational programs, such as street
theater. She provides emotional
support and compassion for
families and individuals dealing
with this disease.

Virginia
Strom-Martin
Virginia Strom-Martin represents
Sonoma County in the State
Legislature, where she chairs the
Education Committee and serves
on several other committees. As
a former teacher and community
leader, Virginia develops and promotes legislation to improve the
quality of our education system.
She was instrumental in passing
Proposition 98, which guarantees
state funding for public schools
and reduces class size. She also
works on environmental safety,
retirement and social security,
childcare, women’s health, rural
economic development, transportation and power generation

issues. When she was a Commissioner on the Sonoma County
Commission on the Status of
Women, she was the chairperson
for the Education Committee.

Susan Swartz
Susan Swartz is a columnist and
reporter for the Press Democrat.
Through her column, Susan
provides a voice for many
subjects and stories that have
traditionally been absent in the
mainstream media. She often
reminds us of the value that
women’s lives and accomplishments have in our community.
She says she looks for subjects
that, “make me laugh, cry and
scratch my head,” and finds
this in the diversity of Sonoma
County. Her columns are also
carried by a national news service and she is a weekly commentator on KRCB, local public
radio. Susan is the also the coauthor of several books.

Neva Turer
Neva Turer developed a pilot
program for Sonoma County,
called “Raising a Reader”. This
program provides low-income
preschoolers and their families
with books, backpacks and an
incentive to read. She educates
parents about the importance
of encouraging their children
to read and reading to their
children. Books are provided
in English and eight other lan-

guages, and are periodically
exchanged for new ones. Neva
helps families to get library
cards for the children and
adults. Next year in Sonoma
County, 1000 families lives will
be impacted by this program. In
addition to organizing and implementing this program, Neva
also raised the funds to make
it work. She volunteers for the
Sonoma County Community
Foundation Board, working to
secure and distribute funding
for other community projects.

Margo Van Midde Lynn Woolsey
Lynn Woolsey serves Sonoma
& Anne Vernon
County in
Margo Van Midde and Anne
Vernon are the sole owners of

one of the top advertising agencies in Sonoma County, BLM&V.
Anne, as the creative director
and Margo as the Media and Internet director, have been largely
responsible for bringing Clo, the
Clover-Stornetta cow, to life.
As leaders in the business community and creative talents, they
are role models for local youth.
Anne and Margo are both active
volunteers with the Sonoma
County Museum and the
Humane Society of Sonoma
County and are advocates for
sustainable agriculture in the
county.

Jeannie
Walker-Kelly
Jeannie Walker is devoted to improving the lives of adolescents,
who, without her intervention,
might never learn the value of
their lives. She created “A Time
to Smile” a program for at-risk
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adolescent girls in her community, designed to help them
discover their self worth and take
responsibility for moving their
lives in a positive direction. She
has literally taken these girls into
her home. Jeannie also works at
a treatment home for adolescent
boys, and provides children’s
programs through her church.
As someone who came to adulthood with little hope for her
future, her success is an encouraging model for children in the
community.

the House of
Representatives, where
she has held
office since
1992. She is
a member of
the Democratic House leadership, who chairs the Task Force
on Children and serves on the
Education Committee and the
Science Committee’s Energy
Subcommittee. Her commitment to legislating on behalf
of children is a result of her
experience as a single working mother who was forced
to go on public assistance to
provide health care for her
children. Lynn is dedicated to
protecting our environment
and is working for a federal
alternative energy plan. When
she was a Commissioner on
the Sonoma County Commission on the Status of Women,
she helped to bring about national legislative recognition of
Women’s History Week, which
later became Women’s History
Month. These efforts also contributed to the organization of
the National Women’s History
Project.

JESUS P. CHAVEZ
20% OFF FIRST TIME MAINTENANCE
SPRINGTIME SPECIAL
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Leisure

FLYING HIGH:
Adventures in Skydiving

north
bay
leisure
BY JESSICA GRACE

Jessica and her instructor, Brian.

V

EGAS, BABY!
NEOUS

NEW

MY SPONTAYEAR’S RESO-

LUTION THIS YEAR WAS JUST

TO BE.

To exist while falling at
120 mph after voluntarily jumping out of a very small airplane
at 10,000 feet above the Las
Vegas desert. I am still alive.
There is nothing to compare
with skydiving. I hate roller
coasters. I don’t enjoy parasailing. Fast elevators
make me queasy. I love
skydiving! Who would
have known?
My girlfriend and I
visited our friend Dean
over the holiday season.
We figured gambling,
clubs and dancing. But
when Dean told us that he is
an avid skydiver and then proceeded to show us some of the
videos he’s shot while in the air,
it didn’t take much to convince
us to give it a go.
After a 20 minute ride to the
airport on the outskirts of town
and filling out millions of pages
of release waivers, we were on
our way. Six of us went up in the
plane. We were to jump tandem,
strapped tightly to the front of an

instructor. Dean would jump
with us to film and the pilot
would keep the plane steady.
My friend went first. I saw
her tennis shoes stepping onto
a bar outside of the plane.
Then with a whoosh, she and
her guide were gone. That is
the precise moment I became
nervous. But these guys are
experienced and didn’t give me

ing into home base as we made
our easy landing. A crew was
waiting for us and Dean had
filmed the entire experience.
Every bit of flapping skin, as I
was to see later, was shown on
the zoomed in video. I watched
this, laughing over and over
again as I proudly showed the
tape to everybody I know.
The experience left me so
giddy and confident
that the high stayed with
There is nothing to compare with skyme for an entire month.
diving. I hate roller coasters. I don’t
enjoy para-sailing. Fast elevators make I’m going back next
month to do it again.
me queasy. I love skydiving!
If you have any desire
whatsoever, I highly
recommend Las Vegas
Gravity Zone Skydivany more time to pay attention
ing Center. I felt taken care of
to my overly alert nerves. Sud- and completely at home. Jason
denly it was my turn and we
and his wife know what they’re
were shuffling on our knees
doing and are very personable.
toward the door and the great
Thanks to this experience, I am
open sky. With a wink and a
forever a changed woman!
smile, my tandem buddy pulled
A tandem jump costs $199,
us out into the winds and down with the very worth-it video
we went. Whoa! What a rush!
costing another $99. You can
About one minute and
check out their web site at:
7,000 feet later, our parachute www.lvgravityzone.com or call:
was activated and for five min- 1-888-903-JUMP.
utes we gently floated to the
desert floor. I felt like I was slid-

“

Flying freely...

”

120 mph halted!
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Urban Legends

The Handwriting on
the Wall (or Mirror)
BY JAN HAROLD BRUNVAND

A

DOLESCENT

GIRLS’

“SLUMBER PARTIES”
“SLEEPOVERS”—WHERE

OR
A

HOUSE FULL OF YOUNGSTERS GIGGLE
AND GOSSIP UNTIL ALL HOURS—are

favorite times for telling urban
horror legends. A classic tale of
this genre even has its setting at
a slumber party. What could be
scarier, after all, than telling a
slumber-party horror story at an
actual slumber party?
The legend I call “The Licked
Hand” is certainly horrifying, but
barely plausible. The plot dictates
that the girls in the story actually
fall asleep during the all-night
party; as a father of three daughters, I find that idea fantastic.
In the story a girl’s hand is
licked when she awakens several times at night. She never
turns on the light, just dangles
her hand over the bedside.
Presumably her faithful pet dog
licks the hand.
But in the morning, she
finds all of her friends murdered, and in the bathroom her
dog, too, lies dead in a pool of
blood. Written in blood across
the bathroom wall is the message, “People can lick too!”
“The Licked Hand” has circulated in the United States for
at least 20 years. Young women
telling it never need to explain
that the killer must have been
hiding under the bed licking
the hand himself. The handwriting-on-the-wall motif at the end
makes this gruesome fact perfectly clear.
The old slumber party story
also shows up as a college
tradition. The scene shifts to a
women’s dorm on campus in

which one student comes home
late and quietly goes to bed
without turning on the light or
awakening her roommate.
In the morning she finds her
roommate murdered, with a note
either left by the body or written
(sometimes in blood) on the
wall: “Aren’t you glad you didn’t
turn on the light last night?”
Sometimes a dog remains
in the story—an odd resident for
a college dorm—and its spilled
blood becomes the writing medium. Occasionally the bloody
message is written on a mirror.
If that last detail seems
familiar, it’s because in the climax of the hottest urban legend
circulating this past spring and
summer, a variation of the same
motif appeared. A man awakes
early one morning to find a
frightening message scrawled
across his bathroom mirror in
vivid red lipstick: “Welcome to
the world of AIDS.” He learns
from his doctor and the police
that his female sex partner of the
night before, an embittered AIDS
victim, had deliberately transmitted the deadly disease to him.
This is the legend of “AIDS
Mary” about which I have already written. This story is everywhere, though it’s completely
unverifiable. The way that AIDS
Mary—the modern counterpart
to Typhoid Mary—leaves her
message behind puzzled several
readers. One man wrote asking,
“Why the lipstick? Why didn’t
she just use a pad and pencil?“
A prosaic penciled note is
not as dramatic as the lipstick
graffito, which perhaps suggests
the overnight guests’ scarlet

reputation or the sinful nature
of the liaison. But probably the
real reason that the message is
left on the mirror is that this motif
was borrowed from “The Licked
Hand.”
Urban legends often lift
such motifs from each other
and are updated to fit the major
concerns of the time. Now it is
the AIDS epidemic and not an
imagined threat by a demented
killer that we fear.
The ominous appearance
of a message hand-written upon
a wall is the subject of the old
proverb about someone being
able “to read the writing on the
wall.” The proverb alludes to the
biblical passage in Daniel 5:5,
where during Belshazzar’s feast,
fingers of a man’s hand write
strange words upon the plaster of
the king’s wall.
When the Hebrew prophet
Daniel, a captive in Babylon, is
summoned to interpret this cryptic writing, part of his translation
is, “Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting.”
This idea seems appropriate
for the urban legends reviewed
here. If only she had not assumed that it was the dog licking her hand! If only she had
turned on the light! If only he
had taken precautions against
AIDS! If only they had not been
promiscuous in the first place!
The legends could still have
disastrous endings, but at least
the victims might have had a
fighting chance.

SPINNING...

It’s kind of like the Tour de France.
Only you don’t have to shave your legs.
GROUP CYCLING CLASSES STARTING NOW

Megatan Tanning
4 tanning beds with all new bulbs!

1 Month Unlimited Tanning $44
OR 10 Tans for $39

2 for 1 Membership

Come in for details. Expires April 1, 2002.

(707) 778-8889

www.goldsgym.com/petaluma
1310 Casa Grande, Petaluma, CA

K&J

CHRISTMAS
IN APRIL!
April 27th

Paintworks & Building
Celebrating 10 years of helping homeowners and businesses create beautiful environments specializing in:
• Trompe L’oeil
• Murals

• Faux Finishes
• Handpainted Ceramic Tiles

OWNER/DESIGNER • KAREN SEQUEIRA
CONTRACTOR LIC. #623216

Send your questions and Urban
Legends to Jan Harold Brunvand
in care of this newspaper. The volume of mail precludes individual

CALL

FOR

INFORMATION ABOUT CLASSES

707-762-5203

Easter Sunday
March 31st
6:30 a.m. on the Patio

Watch the Sun Rise With
Rev. Gregg Townsend
& the Church Choir
Wear Warm Woolies
Two Rock Presbyterian Church
7063 Bodega Ave., Petaluma, CA

Dining Out Directory
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“The Oldest
Saloon in
Northern Marin”
Come To Our St. Patrick’s
Day Celebration On
Sunday, March 17th

• Corned Beef & Cabbage
• Irish Stew
• Fish & Chips

2 6 9 5 5 H I G H WAY 1, TOMALES, CA 94971
R E S E R VAT I O N S: 707-878-2403
DINNER: Thursday-Saturday 5-9 Sunday 4-9 BAR OPEN DAILY

Fourth & “Sea”

REALLY BIG BURGERS!

Fish & Chips, Ice Cream and More!

phone orders welcome

food to go, open 7 days for lunch & dinner

707-762-6424

101 4th St. at C, Petaluma, CA

PRIVATE PARTIES
CATERING
SPECIAL EVENTS

•
•
•
•
•

Tandoori
Seafood
Vegetarian
Lamb Curry
Chicken Curry

LUNCH
Monday-Saturday
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
DINNER
7 Days a Week
5 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

IN THE PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER
299 No. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA

707-762-1328

Overall Rating:

SERVING DIM SUM EVERYDAY

by Jeff Cox
Press Democrat

Delicious, high-quality food for the most discriminating diner.

WWWW

R I S T O R A N T E I TA L -

W

Star
of
India

A Perfect Setting
For Your Entertaining!

Winner of Sonoma County
Favorite Ethnic Food Award—Entertainment ‘97/KZST

Pasta • Seafood • Authentic Italian Cuisine
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED
phone: 707-782-1130
f ax: 707-782-1169

56 East Washington, Petaluma, CA

LUNCH HOURS:

11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Monday-Friday

DINNER HOURS:

5:00–9:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday

RESTAURANT
3800

Always Healthy • NO MSG • We Deliver

707-778-8000

951 Lakeville St. • Petaluma Gateway Shopping Center (near Lucky Market)
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Gift Guide
Massage

SALUTING WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
Hawaii! Mexico! Europe!
Disney California Experience!

Therapy Center

Enjoy the sun on a cruise to the
Caribbean or Mexican Riviera!

OVER 15 MASSAGE TECHNIQUES

Including: Swedish, Deep Tissue,
Reiki, Shiatsu, Acupressure,
Sports & Reflexology
• On-Site Massage for your event or business
• Foot Massage & Chair Massage
Prices from $20
• Same Day Appointments
• Gift Certificates Available
Open Seven Days a Week
• Walk-Ins Welcome
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.

707-762-9111

Purchase a gift certificate in any denomination for
use toward future travel—Airline, Train, Cruise, etc...
WHAT A THOUGHTFUL AND USEFUL GIFT!

We always research the best
rates—whether it’s for a
cruise, a trip to Hawaii, or a
trip to Disneyland!

Flying Dutchmen Travel 707-763-5540

Sunday 12 p.m.–6 p.m.

172 Keller St., Petaluma, CA

ÁÒ

Save
$400

GOLDEN EAGLE CENTER
8 East Washington St., Petaluma, CA

We Salute Our Volunteers!

AMERICA’S #1
CHOICE FOR A
LIGHTWEIGHT,
PORTABLE SPA
707-528-3061
709 Santa Rosa Ave., Santa Rosa, CA

AN UPSCALE THRIFT SHOP FEATURING:
Toys, Games, Dolls, Books, Records,
Clothing, Housewares, Furniture
And Much More...

707-765-2228

Mon-Sat 10-5:30
322 Western Ave., Petaluma, CA

REECE DELAND

Classes and Workshops
1900 Petaluma Blvd. No.,
Available For All Ages
Petaluma, CA 94952
PHONE: 707-328-2861 • EMAIL: rdeland3@aol.com
WEB: www.hometown.aol.com/rdeland3/index.html

Stewart
MARINE

Wellcraft • Excel • Scarab
Klamath Johnson Outboards
Volvo • OMC • Mercruiser
Trailers from Calkins & Pacific
PHONE: 707-762-0440
FAX: 707-762-0251

AND BROKERAGE, INC.
1221 P e t a l u m a B l v d . N o . , P e t a l u m a , C A 9 4 952

Women’s History Month
is a good time to say thanks
to our dedicated staff.
Their unselfish efforts make
Sack’s the success that it is.
So, Thank You Ladies...
you’re doing a great job!

Hospice of Petaluma

ST. JOSEPH

HEALTH SYSTEM

Greater Sonoma County
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Gift Guide
5th Anniversary
OPEN HOUSE

Michael Joe Kirkbride
electronic watercolor

Saturday, March 16th
Noon-4p.m.

Meet Cheryl
& Michele
NEW PROPRIETORS

Joan Hoffman
oils

24 Women Dealers
Celebrate Women’s
History Month!

Stephen McMillan
aquatint etchings

OUR 5TH YEAR IN BUSINESS

• Food
• Drinks
• Drawing • Sale Day

153 Kentucky Street Petaluma, CA 94952 • 707-776-2873

Linda Gonzalez
photography

EXHIBITION
March 4th–April 21st
ARTIST’S RECEPTION
March 8th 6 p.m.-8 p.m.

...Expect the Unexpected!

209 Western Avenue
Petaluma, CA 94952
707-778-8277

EARTHWOOD is a one-of-a-kind shop that makes a
shopping trip downtown an adventure. Browse to your
heart’s content...you’ll find hundreds of items to amuse,
to fascinate, and to please you.
SHOP EARTHWOOD—An All Together Different Experi• Incense
• Candles
• Jewelry
• Pottery
• Pewter Goblets • Crystal
• Hearts and Much More!

707-763-6155

15 Petaluma Blvd. No., Petaluma



Earthwood Salutes Women’s History Month! Rose,
Jo, Diane, and Rhiannon—
4 generations who brought
EARTHWOOD into existence 10 years ago and
continue to oversee it’s op-

AMERICA’S
AMERICA’S

LUGGAGE
DEPOT
LUGGAGE
DEPOT
9 Petaluma
Blvd.
North
9 Petaluma
Blvd.
North
778-8388
(At B Street Near McNears) 778-8388
(At B Street Near McNears)

Travel Travel
Goods Goo

Relaxing Moments Massage Therapy
Sibyl S. Seaton, NCMT Nationally Certified
Serving the Petaluma Area for 12 Years

LUGGAGE
& HANDBAGS
LUGGAGE
& HANDBAGSGifts &Gifts
So Much
& SoMore
Muc

WATCHES
SUNGLASSES
SUNGLASSES  WATCHES
ACCESSORIES

  ACCESSORIES
LEATHER
GIFTSGIFTS 
LEATHER
KENNETH COLE
KENNETH COLE





• Acupressure


• Swedish Massage • Reflexology
• The Belavi Facial • Deep Tissue • Lymphatic Massage

THE BELAVI FACIAL
1 1/4 Hour $58 Reg. $65
(2) 1 1/4 Hour Facials $110
More Than Just a Facial!

Includes a 1/2 Hour Therapeutic Facial Massage

NewM
New

Advertising that brings in customers!sm Call Mary Hobi 765-0441
Advertising that brings in customers!sm Call Mary Hobi 765-0441

AMERICA’S
AMERICA’S
AMERICA’S

WITH MENTION
OF THIS AD.

THERAPEUTIC
LUGGAGE
DEPOT
LUGGAGE
DEPOT
LUGGAGE
DEPOT
OR RELAXATION
9 Petaluma
Blvd.
North
9 Petaluma
Blvd.
North
778-8388
9Near
Petaluma
Blvd.
North
778-8388
(At B Street
McNears)
MASSAGE
778-8388

B

(At B Street Near McNears)
(At B Street Near McNears)

1 Hour $45 Reg. $50
1 1/2 Hour $65 Reg. $70

Mention this ad for special. Expires April 1, 2002.

TravelGoods
Goods
Travel
Travel Goods
LUGGAGE
&
HANDBAGS
Gifts&&SoSoMuch
MuchMore
More
LUGGAGE LUGGAGE
& HANDBAGS
& HANDBAGS
Gifts
Gifts
& So Much More
SUNGLASSES  WATCHES
 WATCHES
SUNGLASSES
 WATCHES
SUNGLASSES
ACCESSORIES


ACCESSORIES
ACCESSORIES


LEATHER
GIFTS

LEATHER GIFTS
LEATHER GIFTS

V

KENNETH COLE

KENNETH COLE

410 THOMPSON LANE, PETALUMA, CA • 707-763-1572

(Relaxing drive 5 minutes from downtown) Monday-Saturday, Days and Evenings

By Appointment • Private Studio • Quiet Country Setting

KENNETH COLE





Advertising that brings in customers!sm Call Mary Hobi 765-0441
Advertising that brings in customers!sm Call Mary Hobi 765-0441

Advertising that brings in customers!sm Call Mary Hobi 765-0441
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Business

BLM&V is now
Veva Communications

B

ENEFIELD,

LEVINGER,
VERNON
(BLM&V)
has
changed
the
name
of their award-winning, fullservice advertising agency to
VeVa Communications. With
a rich and diverse history that
began 51 years ago, here in
Northern California, this successful advertising and marketing company has an impressive
portfolio of recognizable work.
Some of their popular work
includes these campaigns
MCENDY,

AND

• “Clo the Cow” campaign for
Clover Stornetta Farms.
• Billboards, print advertising,
and menu design for Mary’s
Pizza Shack.

• Brochures, direct mail, and
print ads for Santa Rosa
Stainless Steel.
• Billboards, brochures, print
ads, and financial reports for
Bank of Petaluma.

“ ”

We are proud of our
history and the variety
of clients and industries
we serve.

• Corporate branding package
including billboards, logo,
collateral, and print ads for
Calpine.

“We are proud of our history
and the variety of clients and
industries we serve. This experience has given us the expertise
to provide vivid, effective, vital
advertising and marketing services to our clients. We want to
expand our business in a manner
that never compromises the creativity and personal attention we
provide to our clients. As a part
of this goal, we have developed
a new name and look for our
company,” said Anne Vernon,
Creative Director & Partner.
To view a sample of
VeVa Communications work
visit their new web site at:
www.vevaonline.com or you can
contact them at: 707-542-6572.

How is the World News Selected?

H

OW

WORLD

SELECTED

WILL

NEWS
BE

IS
THE

of the Wednesday, March 20, 2002 luncheon
program at the World Affairs
Council of Sonoma County.
The featured speaker is
Dick Rogers, the San Francisco
Chronicle’s Reader’s Representative. Mr. Rogers has worked
on Bay Area newspapers for the
past 27 years. Before his recent
promotion to Reader’s Representative, he served the Chronicle as assistant managing editor. The Chronicle’s Managing
Editor, Phil Bronstein recently
said of Rogers, I can think of no
better person in the country to
SUBJECT

demystify our profession.”
Mr. Rogers will address issues
such as: (1) How is world news
selected in northern California’s
largest newspaper? (2) Why are
stories large and small often get
pushed off the page to accommo-

“

I can think of no better
person in the country
to demystify our
profession.

”

date more compelling news? or
(3) Why do readers go for months
without reading stories about Fiji,

Finland or the Falklands?
The program begins at Noon
at the La Gare restaurant, 208
Wilson Street, Santa Rosa. The
cost is $18 for members, $22
for non-members, and $13 for
students with an ID. Mail reservations and check before March
15, 2002 to World Affairs Council of Sonoma County, P.O. Box
1433, Santa Rosa, CA 95402.
For more information about
this program, or the World Affairs
Council of Sonoma County,
call:
707-573-6014
email:
info@wacsc.org, or visit the web
site at: www.wacsc.org.

DI A BLO
Funding
Group

PHONE:
FAX:

(800) 605-5557
(925) 838-6777

NO INCOME / NO ASSET VERIFICATION / NO HASSLE LOANS
• Cash-Out Loans For Any Reason
• Debt Consolidation
• Equity Lines and 2nd Mortgages
• Lowest Jumbo Rates!

• FHA/VA/PERS
• Second Homes
• Construction Loans
• Commercial Loans

“Exclusive Commitments From a Major Bank
To Offer You Below Market Rates.”

Don’t Settle For Any Ordinary

IRA

A N E D WA R D J O N E S
Self-Directed IRA Gives You:
• Tax Advantages
• Flexibility

• Tailored Investment
• Personalized Service

Transferring Your Existing IRA Is Easy
CALL

JIM BECKER
Today For Details

707-778-7780
247 N. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA 94952

EdwardJones

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

w w w. e d w a r d j o n e s . c o m
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Post Dates

“Good Egg” Award
Nominations Due Mar. 27

D

O YOU KNOW A PERSON
WHO

LIVES,

BREATHS,

CONTRIBUTES

PROMOTES

PETALUMA

TO

AND

AND IT’S HIS-

TORY, AND HAS FOR YEARS?

If so,
tell the Butter and Egg Days
Committee by March 27th and
your candidate has a chance
to be named Petaluma’s 2002
“Good Egg” of the city’s hometown Butter & Eggs Days Celebration.
The Good Egg Award will
be presented by Mayor Clark
Thompson on Saturday, April
20th at Noon on the steps of the
Historic Museum, 4th Ave. at B

Street. The Good Egg will ride
in the annual parade April 27th
in historic downtown Petaluma.

WINNING CRITERIA:
The Good Egg Award is presented yearly to a Petaluma citizen whose eggceptional effort
over time has helped preserve,
promote and contribute to the
positive promotion of the city
of Petaluma, it’s history and it’s
people.
The goal of The Good Egg
Award Program is to encourage all citizens to become
advocates of the unique quali-

ties of Petaluma and to act as
ambassadors for the betterment
of their community in their dayto-day lives.
To nominate a Good Egg,
send a one-page letter describing your candidate’s outstanding contribution to:
THE GOOD EGG AWARD
COMMITTEE
841 Schuman Lane
Petaluma, CA 94952
Nomination deadline is
Wednesday, March 27. The
winner will be announced in
the Argus Courier the week of

Butter & Egg Days Non-Profit Booth Space

T

HE

BUTTER

COMMITTEE

AND

EGG DAYS

IS PLEASED TO

PUTNAM
PLAZA for exclusive use by
Petaluma Non-Profit based
organizations to showcase their
organization and participate in
fundraising. Only Non-Profit
organizations with Certified
Non-Profit status may participate.
Because the booth space
for this event is limited, applications will be considered on a
“first come, first served” basis.
Petaluma based Non-Profits will
RESERVE SPACE IN

be placed first. The Committee
reserves the exclusive right of
booth placement.
Organizations are encouraged to incorporate the theme of
the event into their booth design.
This year the theme is “Moosic,
Magic & Make-Believe!”
Butter and Egg Days draws
a crowd of 25,000 to 30,000
people. Displays, set-ups and
all materials must be acceptable
to a family oriented crowd.
Non-Profit booth space is
being discounted from $250.00
to $25.00. To receive an ap-

plication send a self addressed
legal sized envelope to:
BUTTER & EGG DAYS
COMMITTEE
841 Schuman Lane
Petaluma, CA 94952
Deadline to enter is March
15, 2002. Confirmations of
acceptance will be mailed on or
before April 15, 2002. No late
applications will be considered!
Be sure to include a stamped
self-addressed legal sized envelope with your application.

Past Good Egg Award Winners
1988–LINDA BUFFO

E

STABLISHED IN

1983

AS A

THE
BUTTER & EGG DAYS EVENT
“The Good Egg Award” has become a very prestigious honor.
Good Eggs are citizens who
preserve, promote and contribute
to the positive promotion of the
city of Petaluma, it’s history and
it’s people.
The Annual Good Egg
Award is an honor created by
The Butter and Egg Days Committee to recognize a legacy of
positive promotion begun by
booster Bert Kerrigan. Kerrigan
worked from 1918 to 1926 to
establish international recognition of Petaluma as a center
of commerce and agriculture.
Mr. Kerrigan’s promotion of
Petaluma included the famous
National Egg Days celebrations,
which inspired the creation of
the Butter and Egg Days event.
Kerrigan brought Petaluma fame
with the phrase “The World’s
Egg Basket.”
MAJOR COMPONENT OF

PAST GOOD EGGS

1983–ADAIR HEIG (now
Lara) Author of “A History of
Petaluma: A River Town.”
1984–BILL SOBERANES
Argus Courier columnist,
Founder of World Championship Wrist Wrestling.
1985–SKIP SOMMER
Historic Great Petaluma
Mill developer.
1986–RON WALTERS
KTOB radio personality and
performer.
1987–DEBI RIDDLE
Preservationist and Heritage
Homes President.

Longtime Butter and Egg Days
Steering Committee Chair.
1989–BILL RHODES
River Festival Founder.
1990–BOB MCLAUGHLIN
Longtime Petaluma River
advocate.
1991–ED FRATINI
Local historian and archivist.
1992–ED MANNION
Argus Courier columnist,
Petaluma historian and collector. (Awarded posthumously.)
1993–TERRI HOHENER
Founder of the Miss Petaluma
Ambassador Program.
1994–MARCIE BECKER
Volunteer and Petaluma tourism activist and promoter.
1995–PENNYLEE CHRISTENSEN & KAREN NAU
River Festival and Adobe
Fiesta Organizers.
1996–MIKE GERKE
Downtown businessman
and community volunteer.
1997–ROSS PARKERSON
Preservationist and noted
artist of historic locations.
1998–ALICE FORSYTH
Long time event coordinator
and Co-Founder of
Butter and Egg Days.
1999–MAYOR M. PATRICIA
HILLIGOSS
Advocate for history of
Petaluma, Mayor 1987-1998,
Citizen of the Year 1978.
2000–KATHLEEN SCHMELZ
Promoter of local history,
tireless volunteer, and
museum docent.
2001–IZZY BARLAS
Poultry industry leader and
Decorated Veteran Community
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Post Dates
Annual Barrel Tasting from the
Heart of the Sonoma Valley

O

NE OF THE OLDEST AND
MOST

POPULAR

WINE-

REGIONS IN SONOMA
COUNTY will be opening its
doors for a two-day affair showcasing wines still in the barrel.
The 12th Annual Heart of the
Valley Barrel Tasting on March
16th and 17th gives wine lovers
a peak at future wines from the
2000 and 2001 vintages produced by 24 wineries located
in the Kenwood/Glen Ellen
region.
Considered the heart of
the Sonoma Valley, the region
surrounding the small towns of
Kenwood and Glen Ellen and
bisected by Highway 12 has
been a source of award-winning
wines for over 150 years. The
region produces a number of
different wines from valley floor
vineyards and hillside plantings.

The two-day barrel tasting allows
visitors and locals to leisurely
visit the numerous wineries that
have made the “Heart of the
Valley“ one of California’s most

“

Tthe Sonoma Valley
has been the source
of award-winning
wines for over 150

”

years.

famous viticultural regions.
Twenty four wineries will
be offering samples of future
releases as well as showcasing
local culinary talent at the following locations:
Benizger Family Winery,
B.R. Cohn Winery, Chateau
St. Jean Vineyards and Winery,
Family Wineries of Sonoma

Valley Tasting Room, Imagery
Estate Winery, Kenwood Vineyards, Kunde Estate Winery and
Vineyards, Landmark Vineyards,
Ledson Winery, St. Francis
Winery, Stone Creek, The Wine
Room, Valley of the Moon Winery, and Wellington Vineyards.
Tickets to the 2-day event
are $40.00 per person and
allow attendance on both Saturday and Sunday. Proceeds from
the Heart of the Valley Barrel
Tasting help fulfill the funding
needs of the local chapter of
the American Heart Association
and the Kenwood Education
Foundation.
To purchase tickets or for
more information wine lovers
can call St. Francis Winery at
800-543-7713 ext. 102, Chateau St. Jean at 800-543-7572,
or Kunde Estate Winery at

Penngrove Social Firemen Are Always
Cooking Up The Tastiest Events

T

PENNGROVE SOCIAL
FIREMEN, A NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION, have the
following events scheduled for
the year 2002.
The Corned Beef & Cabbage Feed will be held Sunday
March 3rd. Serving from Noon
to 5 p.m. This event will be
held at the Penngrove Community Hall on the corner of
HE

Oak & Woodward. Great food
is prepared by the Social Firemen. Adults $10.00, Children
12 and under, $5.00. Tickets at
the door.
Another event is a Garage
Sale on Saturday March 16th
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. This is also
at the Penngrove Community
Hall. They need donations and
will be glad to pick them up.

For information and pickup call
Darlene Orr at 707-586-1284.
The Penngrove Parade, the
“Biggest Little Parade in Northern California” will be held Sunday, July 7th with a BBQ after
the parade in the Penngrove
Park. It’s not too early to start
thinking about an entry for the
parade. No fees and no theme.
Just a lot of family fun. Join the

Sister Helen Prejean to
Deliver Keynote Address

I

NTERNATIONALLY

RENOWNED

NOBEL PRIZE
NOMINEE SISTER HELEN PREJEAN
will deliver the keynote address:
Dead Man Walking—Revisited
at the American Civil Liberties
Union of Sonoma County’s 2002
Awards Ceremony and Annual
Dinner, Thursday, March 7th.
Sister Helen is known for
her best selling book, Dead
Man Walking, which has been
made into a hit movie and
opera. The book chronicles her
visits to Louisiana’s Death Row
as she gave spiritual counseling
to two young death row inmates.
It reveals the effect of the crimes
and death penalty on the two
men facing death, their families,
the families of the victims and
her. The book also depicts how
these two young men wound up
on death row and the changes
they underwent while awaiting
death. Dead Man Walking bares
witness to the fact that the death
penalty failed to bring relief to
those involved, including the
families of the victims.
Sister Helen advocates for
the end of the death penalty
AUTHOR

AND

and the creation of a new system where the victims of crime
can be heard.
Sister Helen Prejean is a
knowledgeable, engrossing and
thoroughly entertaining speaker
on the death penalty and its
effects on the families of the
victims and society. This event
should not be missed whether
you are for or against the death
penalty, and is especially important for those who are undecided or have mixed feelings.
The ceremony and dinner
begins at 5:30 p.m. Prepaid
reservations are $25 ($13 lowincome) prior to February 28th,
$30 ($18 low-income) thereafter. If you have never been a
member of the ACLU, dinner is
free if you join at $20 (individual), $30 (joint membership—2
free dinners).
Send checks to ACLU of
Sonoma County, P.O. Box
14181, Santa Rosa, CA 94102,
with your name, address, telephone number and e-mail address (please print). Reservations
will be held at the door. For
information call 707-765-5005.

P E TA L U M A
CITY TRANSIT

SENIORS: $14
STUDENTS: $23
ADULTS:
$29

Sustaining Compassion Retreat Ofcan sustain a life-long commit- cluded in the retreat fee of $350
fered

A

RESIDENTIAL

RETREAT

EN-

“SUSTAINING COMPASSION” WILL BE OFFERED
on the weekend of March 2224 at the Occidental Arts and
Ecology Center, 15290 Coleman Valley Road, Occidental.
Designed for activists, artists, educators and others, this
retreat will focus on how we
TITLED

ment to working for positive
personal and social change. The
weekend will feature garden
and backcountry walks, yoga
and meditation sessions, wonderful organic vegetarian food,
an evening sauna and campfire,
and discussions about sustaining
“right action.”
The facilitator is Dave Henson. Lodging and meals are in-

which supports the non-profit
center’s educational and research activities. A $50 discount
is available for 30-day advance
registration. For information call
707-874-1557 ext. 201.
The Occidental Arts and
Ecology Center is a non-profit
organization. Course fees support our research, educational,
and bio-diversity programs.

Hair Mania
ANY PERM
or Highlight

• Color Correction• Highlights•
Low lights•
Perms• Spiral
Perms• Waxing•
Men• Women•
Children

walk-ins welcome¹•¹affordable prices¹•¹open 7 days¹•¹barber on staff

132 KENTUCKY ST., PETALUMA, CA •¹707-762-6259
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Women in History

F

$M5assOagFe

Women’s History Potpourri
Who
founded
BethuneCookman College, established
the National Council of Negro
Women, and served as official
advisor on minority affairs to
President Franklin D. Roosevelt?
Mary McLeod Bethune
(1875-1955)
Who was the first woman candidate for the U.S. Presidency?
Victoria Woodhull (1838-1927)
Who was the first Asian-Pacific
woman elected to the U.S.
Congress?
Patsy Takamoto Mink (1927)
What Cree Indian woman has
written and recorded many albums of songs focusing on the
situation of Native Americans in
this country.
Buffy Sainte-Marie (1941- )
Who wrote the first version of
the Equal Rights Amendment in
1923?
Alice Paul (1885-1977)
Who won the 1931 Nobel
Peace Prize for her work with
the Women’s International
League for Peace and Freedom?
Jane Addams (1860-1935)
Whose refusal to go to the
back of the bus in Montgomery,
Alabama in 1955 sparked the
Civil Rights Movement of the
decade that followed?
Rosa Parks (1920- )

Hot Tubs
Saunas
Cold Plunge
Sundeck

Which Hispanic woman has
repeatedly been the leading
money winner in the Ladies’
Professional Golf Association?
Nancy Lopez (1957- )

Massage

FROGS

Who was the first woman postmaster in the colonies, and who
was later replaced on the grounds
that the job required a man?
Mary Goddard (1738-1816)
What woman, married to a US
President, developed her own
solid reputation as a tireless
campaigner for world peace
and equality?
Eleanor Roosevelt (18841962)
Who was the only Representative in Congress to vote against
the US entry into both World
War I and World War II?
Jeanette Rankin (1880-1973)
In 1939, what famous black
concert singer was barred from
singing in Washington’s Constitution Hall because of her race?
75,000 people came to hear her
sing on the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial, instead.
Marion Anderson (1902- )
What leading suffragist was
arrested and convicted of
attempting to vote in the 1872
national election?
Susan B. Anthony (18201906)
Who was the first ChineseAmerican woman ever elected

to hold a statewide office in the
United States?
March Fong Eu (1929- )

415-453-7647

School Street Plaza, Fairfax

What journalist traveled around
the world in 72 days in 1890?
Nellie Bly (1867-1922)
(real name: Elizabeth
Cochrane Seaman)
What woman was turned down
by 29 medical schools before
being accepted as a student; graduated at the head of her class, and
became the first licensed woman
doctor in the U.S.?
Elizabeth Blackwell
(1821-1910)
What former slave was a powerful speaker for the rights of
women and blacks?
Sojourner Truth (1797-1883)
Who worked side by side with Eli
Whitney to invent the cotton gin?
Catherine Greene (1755-1814)
What woman needed President
Grant’s approval before she
could receive her law degree?
In 1879, she became the first
woman admitted to practice

WOMEN MAKING HISTORY!
These are the women who
make history every day by
making Alphabet Soup work.

BUSINESSES FLOURISH WITH AN ADVERTISEMENT IN
THE

F O R R E S E R VAT I O N S C A L L :
PETALUMA
POST
707-762-3260
P.O. Box 493, Petaluma, CA 94953

Rose Zamudio
Landscaping

We’re grateful to our
volunteers and say “Thanks
for the job you do so well!”

ALPHABET SOUP
Thrift Shop Benefitting the Boys & Girls Club of Petaluma and the Petaluma Educational Foundation

Unique, quality clothing, books, collectibles, housewares, decorations at surprisingly modest prices!

Mon-Sat 10-5 • 213 Western Avenue, Petaluma, CA • 707-776-4620

Landscape Designer & Contractor
Owner Tuscan Gardens—21 Years Experience
SPECIALTIES INCLUDE:
• Flagstone Pathways • Drip Systems
• Perennial Gardens • Sod & Sprinklers
• Decks, Gazebos, & Arbors

An artistic eye with curves,
flagstone paths with chamomille
sweeping, flowing mounds
blooming with perennials...

Easy Care and Low-Maintenance
Artistic Landscape Designs
316 B Street (Across from Rex Hardware)

707-765-2993
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Your family deserves the
highest quality drinking water.

Business
ABOUT
YOUR
MONEY

BY JIM BECKER

Retirement Savings for Women:
What can women do to better
prepare for retirement?

T

HE GOOD NEWS IS THAT

AMERICAN

WOMEN

ARE

DOING A GREAT JOB IN TERMS

OF FURTHERING THEIR EDUCATION,

finding employment and increasing their income. The flip
side of this, however, is that
the average woman still earns
less than the average man. That
fact has major implications for
retirement planning.
WOMEN EARNING
20% LESS THAN MEN
According to statistics, the number of women with university
degrees has doubled in the past
twenty years. Those numbers
also show that, by 1999, women
made up 46% of the work force,
up from 37% in 1976. One of
the most significant statistics is
that as of 1997, (the most recent
figures available), women earned
on average, 80 cents for every
dollar earned by men. By 1997,
the average income of a woman
working full-time was just under
$31,000. While that figure is on
the rise, it still represents only
73% of what their male counterparts brought home.
These figures can be daunt-

ing. For example, results show
that in 1997 almost half of single senior women had incomes
that fell below the low-income
cut-off across the country. 56%
of single parent families are in
the same position. There are
many socio-economic reasons
for these figures.
SALARY GAP CLOSING
It has only been in the past
two decades that women have
begun to close the gap in many
of the high-paying fields, such
as engineering, that were once
considered the domain of men.
Many women opt for part-time
work, which often pays less, so
that they can look after their
children or an aging parent.
But all these lifestyle choices
come with a price tag. If a
woman has been out of the work
force for a significant amount
of time it can have a negative
effect on her pension contribution. Similarly, if she is working
part-time, she may not have any
private pension plan. With the
average woman earning less
than the average man, it makes
it that much more challenging to

save for retirement while bringing
in less money.
DEVELOPING AN
INVESTMENT PLAN
All these facts demonstrate how
important it is for women to take
charge of their financial futures.
There are still too many women
who think of financial planning
as a man’s task or who say they
simply aren’t interested. Frankly,
no one can afford to ignore their
financial situation. For one thing,
women live, on average, seven
years longer than men, making
it important to ensure that there
is enough money invested to
last. Sadly, more than one-third
of marriages in this country now
ends in divorce within thirty
years of marriage. While no one
likes to think about divorce as a
possibility, it is a reality for many
people.
So what should women do?
To begin, all women should have
an investment plan laid out and
stick to it. Every woman should
pay herself first, setting aside
money for emergencies as well
as for retirement. Women should
learn about basic investing. For
example, it is important to understand how an IRA can shelter money for retirement. Even
contributing as little as $100 per
month into a retirement plan for
a twenty year period could earn
$60,000. Failing to do so could
have undesirable results.
For more information about
women’s retirement issues Jim
may be contacted at 247 North
McDowell, 707-778-7780.

®

Offers you a choice!

CALL TODAY: 707-545-1330

• Spring, Purified, Fluori- • Makes 30 gallons of high
dated and Distilled Water quality drinking water
in easy to lift 3 and 5 gallon per day! Rent or purchase
bottles. Sign up for bottled a Reverse Osmosis Drinkwater service and receive ONE ing Water System and your
MONTH COOLER RENTAL INSTALLATION IS *FREE!
*FREE and TWO CASES OF
DRINKING WATER *FREE!

James Fisher and Son, Inc.

S ER VING S ONOMA C OUNTY S INCE 1945
Since Culligan Dealers are independently operated, offers and participation may vary. Subject to credit approval. *Basic installation

Wishing You All A
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
THE FIRST EDITION
212 So. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA
In the Washington Square Center

707-775-3200

Meet Our Advertisers & Say
You Saw Them in the POST

WELLS FARGO

We Salute Women’s
History Month

Rene Meza, Branch Manager
125 Western Ave.
Petaluma, CA 94952
PHONE:
FAX:

707-762-4588

707-765-6959

Jil Merenco, Branch Manager
373 S. McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94955
PHONE:
FAX:

707-763-9779

707-765-9006

CHECK CENTER
•Checks Cashed •
 Payroll Advances707-781-9333155 Petaluma Blvd. N.
KHALID
P
 etaluma, CA¹94952
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Business Profiles
Meet K & J
Paintworks & Building

K

& J PAINTWORKS
BUILDING
DEALS
VARIOUS

PHASES

OF

AND
IN
THE

Expert project management,
color design coordination
and various special painted
effects are standard. Some
of their specialties include
faux finishes, Trompe l’oeil
murals, and hand-painted
tiles for kitchens, baths, or
table top trivets.
In her eleventh year
in the trades, owner and
artist Karen Sequeira has
blended over 28 years
of combined experience
CONSTRUCTION

BUSINESS.

in the construction field with
her fine art painting skills. Her
artwork has been recognized
by The Smithsonian National
Museum of the American Indian.
With these multiple talents
K & J can be quite helpful to the
homeowner, restaurant owner,
or business owner in coordi-

“

A mural by local artist Karen Sequeira.

Karen Sequeira, owner of K &
J Paintworks and Building.

I’m not just another painting and
building contractor, I’m a Lady
With a Twist in the Trades

”

nating a beautiful living
and eating environment.
Restaurants use murals
and faux finishes to create
a warm and inviting eating atmosphere. A homeowner may want to create
a fun room for their child

Gallery One Welcomes
Spring

G

ALLERY

ONE

WELCOMES

SPRING WITH AN EXCITING

AMERICAN ARTISANS of unique designs
in jewelry, fiber and giftware
guaranteed to entice those who
seek out the best for themselves
and their home.
COLLECTION FROM

They have the elegant and
sophisticated; the fun and funky;
and the decorative and functional.
New California artwork
now exhibited at the gallery
includes wood turnings by Toss
Lewis from Sonoma; bronze
and clay sculpture by Renee
Shipley of Petaluma; subtle

and feminine jewelry by Sierra
sy Sonoma Art Works; Holly
Yashi jewelry from Arcata, new
designs in fused glass by Fire &
Light; mouth blown glass from
Zellique studio in Benecia; and
Blodgett glass from Encinitas.
For more information about
Gallery One call: 707-7788277

working with restaurant owners and local city managers to
coordinate, design and execute
general building projects in
Sonoma County.
“I’m not just another painting and building contractor,
I’m a ‘Lady With a Twist in the
Trades,’ ” Karen said.
For more information about
K & J Paintworks and Building
call: 707-762-5203.

www.massageincofcotati.com

MASSAGE
INC

We Provide the Following Services:
• Deep Swedish $60 for 1 hour
• Deep Tissue $75 for 1 hour
• Sports Massage
• Couples Massage
• Facials

The Right Printer The Right People®
www.pippetaluma.com

Everything From Copies
to Full-Color Printing

Gift Certificates Available

40 E. Washington St., Petaluma, CA
In Golden Eagle Shopping Center

phone: 707-762-9000

or a dressed-up formal dining
room. They are also quite deft at
developing a room for meditation in a soft hue since color
always sets the mood.
Coordinating
various
meetings with sub-contractors, researching materials, and
problem solving as well as the
vision of the finished product are all part of the overall
project management package.
They have had the pleasure of

Special Offer

f ax: 707-762-9050

SWEDISH
MASSAGE

Have you found the perfect
school for your child?
Emphasizing the development of mind, body, and spirit, in the Catholic tradition.
• A secondary school patterned after successful prep
schools in Chicago, Boston and Washington D.C.
• Serving parents who want to raise their children to
be competent, responsible leaders.
• Rigorous core curriculum, college preparatory, and
knowledge-based.
• Commitment to the arts and sports .

Grades 6-9
for
2002-2003

The Oaks Preparatory School, 100 Gnoss Concourse #1, Petaluma, CA

For information and entrance examination schedule, CALL 707-778-0400
Visit our website at: www.theoaksprep.org

707-792-0555 • 800-792-0555
325 E. COTATI AVE., SUITE D • COTATI
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Three Prize-Winning Soloists Perform Beethoven’s
Triple Concerto at the LBC

Music

Mozart’s “The Magic
Flute” at Sonoma State
LOVERS

OPERA,

OF

HUMOR,

AND

then to our audience.”
As the story goes, Schikaneder was a most resourceful
young man seeking to mount
a show that would be for the
masses, long running with special effects that would entice his
audiences. With a story line that
included young lovers finding
each other, clown characters,
bad people losing, moments that
weren’t so much tragic as sad,
and an undertone of humor, he
clearly succeeded. The text holds
a lot of themes—but maybe the
most noteworthy is that “we
embrace opposites.” Where everybody learns something.
In “The Magic Flute” we
follow the path of the lead character, Tamino, as he travels on
his life’s journey finding love,
showing his courage, encountering evil and eventually succeeding. It is a tale that ends
happily and without pretense.
The performances will include a nine piece chamber ensemble that will accompany the
wonderful voices singing the
roles. The goal is to have opera
lovers love this production for
what it is and represents, and
anyone new to opera have an
experience that leaves them
wanting for more.
“The special effects are wonderful—there is a level of excitement,” states McTigue. “We feel
we honored the spirit of Mozart

and Schikaneder. We were influenced by the process, and
are aware that we are making a
show for the masses. People will
certainly enjoy themselves.”
The show will be opening on
Friday, March 1st at 8 p.m. and
closing on Sunday, March 10th.
All performances are in the Evert
B. Person Theatre, at SSU, 1801
East Cotati Avenue in Rohnert
Park. The Evert B. Person Theatre
is handicapped accessible.
Aaron
Turner
playing
the
ForJunior
tickets
to these
exceppart
of
Tamino,
Mozart’s
super
tional performances call the
hero
in “The
Magic Flute.”
Center
For Performing
Arts Box
Office at 707-664-2353. The
Box Office is open on Monday
1-3 p.m., Tuesday-Friday 12:155 p.m.

All Hail the Queens
of Rock ‘n Roll
Women’s History Month honors and celebrates women of note,
yet just a hundred years ago, those women couldn’t even vote.
While many tributes will include an Eleanor Roosevelt quote
this is for the queens of rock, the two who most float my boat.
Janis Joplin is still the reigning Queen of Rock ‘n Roll
a woman who lived her wild, short life with lots of soul.
It’s so sad that Southern Comfort and heroin took their toll,
if only she could have exerted a little more self-control.
The other Queen of Rock ‘n Roll is none other than Grace Slick,
who wailed with the Jefferson Airplane; the ultimate 60s chick.
Seeing the Airplane or Starship, way back when, was always a kick,
and she’s since cleaned up her act, and art is now her new schtick.
Many other women have since moved our world through the songs they sang,
and Chrissie Hynde even snarled out that she was “Back on the Chain Gang.”
Younger women like Courtney Love can still hurl a vicious harangue,
but it was Janis and Grace who first took the stage with sturm und drang.
—JOE KOHN email : joko@foxvalley.net

©B.J. FUNDARO, SONOMA STATE UNIVERSITY

F

MOZART,
ROMANCE, the upcoming performances of The Magic Flute
at Sonoma State University will
surely satisfy your craving for a
highly entertaining evening.
Under the stage direction of
Amanda McTigue and the music
direction of Lynne Morrow, this
production is in the capable
hands of directors seeking to
bring a show to the stage that entertains, is fun, thought-provoking
and lively. “At once loopy and
profound, gloriously beautiful
and funny, Mozart’s “The Magic
Flute” blends what we now call
opera, operetta and musical theatre,” explains McTigue.
The libretto was written
by Emanuel Schikaneder, with
translations by San Francisco’s
Donald Pippin. Schikaneder
and Mozart did not write this
piece for the aristocracy, but for
the ordinary people of the day.
This contemporary production
(with English subtitles) strives to
provide joy in troubled times.
The sublime music of Mozart is
interspersed with adventure, romance, and humor celebrating
courage and lightness of heart.
“The first day of rehearsal
was September 11th, “ McTigue recalls. “Our philosophy
changed. We knew immediately
that we wanted to build a bridge
from that sensibility to our cast,
OR

T

SANTA ROSA SYMPHONY,
LED BY ITS LAUREATE CONDUCTOR, CORRICK BROWN,
will celebrate the virtuosity of
three soloists in a set of performances of Beethoven’s Triple
Concerto at 8 p.m. March 16th
and 18th and 3 p.m. March 17th
at the Luther Burbank Center.
The “piano trio” that comprises the concerto’s soloists will
include two members of San
Francisco Conservatory’s string
faculty, Ian Swensen, violin, and
Jean-Michel Fonteneau, cello,
along with Bay Area composer
and pianist Eric Zivian.
Opening the program will
be Stravinsky’s Suites For Small
Orchestra, Numbers 1 & 2.
After the intermission there
will be two contrasting works
by Wagner, Siegfried Idyll and
Siegfried’s Rhine Journey.
Patrons may attend a pre-concert
talk beginning one hour prior to
each performance.
The Siegfried Idyll is Wagner’s most intimate orchestral
work, written to celebrate the
birth of his son. On the other
hand, Siegfried’s Rhine Journey, from the monumental
set of four operatic works collectively known as The Ring
Cycle, represents the hero and
heroine’s passionate farewell
as Siegfried sets out to perform
deeds of valor.
For more information contact the Symphony Box Office
at 50 Mark West Springs Rd.,
Santa Rosa, CA 95403, 707546-8742. Or visit its website at:
HE

Eric Zivian was awarded the
ASCAP Jacob Druckman Memorial Commission to compose an orchestral work.

Ian Swenson received top prizes
in both the International Violin
Competition (1984) and the
International Chamber Music
Competition (1985).

Jean-Michel Fonteneau cofounded the Ravel String
Quartet, was the winner of
the Evian String Quartet Competition (1989) and the “Les
Victoires de la Musique Classizue” award for the best French
chamber music ensemble
(1993).

www.santarosasymphony.com.
Tickets are available at the
Symphony Box Office at the
Luther Burbank Center on weekdays from 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m.,
and on Saturdays from 10 a.m.3 p.m., at the door 1 1/2 hours
before each performance or
by calling 54-MUSIC (707546-8742). Single tickets are
$20, $34 and $40, with senior
discounts available. A limited
number of $7 Student Rush
tickets are available to students
with school ID 1/2 hour prior to
curtain.

Carl Hubble:
A Pitcher’s
Pitcher
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against was Carl Hubbell.
I remember meeting Hubbell
at Joe DiMaggio’s 50th birthday
party. One of baseball’s greatest
memorabilia collectors was on
hand, the late Big Jim Leary and
on the occasion he added many
when many of baseball’s legends autographs to his baseball colwere still on the diamond.
lection. When, I asked Jim which
The stories such as how he autograph he prized most that he
HE YEAR 1968 SAW A NUMstruck out Hall of Famers Babe collected on this occasion, he
BER OF LEGENDARY FIGURES
Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Jimmie Foxx, replied, “King Carl’s.”
GO TO THEIR GRAVES. One
Al Simmons and Joe Cronin in
Jim Leary, who knew just
of them was Carl Hubbell. His
passing brought an end to an an All Star game are a very im- about every sports figure in a
era in baseball that was far dif- portant part of baseball history. period that lasted well over a
In my opinion if Babe Ruth had half century, said Carl Hubbell
ferent from that of today. Sports
writers across the nation have to face Hubbell every time he belongs to what he called the
came to bat he wouldn’t have legendary era of baseball playwritten stories about Hubbell
been the “Home Run King.” I ers that started in the 1920s, also
since the 1920s.
also believe the guys who are called the Golden Era of Sports.
Carl Hubbell was called
hitting numerous home runs
Jim compared Hubbell to
“King Carl” and “The Meal
Ticket,” and he pitched baseballs today wouldn’t be doing so if such other greats of that era
the pitcher they went to bat as boxer Jack Dempsey; Red
Grange, the Galloping Ghost of
the Gridiron; golfer Bobby Jones
and Helen Wills, queen of the
tennis courts.
The night I met Hubbell he
didn’t blow his own horn, but
just about all of the sports celebrities present eulogized him.
As Lefty Gomez, another great
pitcher, said, “He stands tall in
any crowd.”
Along with Big Jim Leary,
I had the privilege of spending
considerable time chatting with
Hubbel. He didn’t do a lot of talking, but he did answer the questions Leary and I fired at him.
We have famous baseball
players today, but I doubt if they
will be the kind of legendary figure Hubbell was when he died.
Jack Homel, one of baseball’s all-time great trainers, was
on hand the night I met Hubbell
and he said, “I can’t think of any
Baseball legend Cal Hubbel with columnist Bill Soberanes.

T

Best of Bill

By Bill Soberanes

columnist-peopleologist

This article originally appeared in the
Petaluma Argus-Courier. Bill Soberanes’
column and “My Fascinating World of
People” appear regularly in the Argus-Couplayer in baseball who deserves
the title of ‘King’ more than Carl
Hubbell.”
Nick Kobseff, who promoted
local sporting events, described
Hubbell as the man who struck
out more famous baseball players in one game than anyone
else in the history of the great
American pastime. In Nick’s
own, words, “If Babe Ruth had
to face only one pitcher and
the pitcher was Carl Hubbell,
he very likely would not have
become the King of Swat.”
Red Adams, a Petaluman
who worked with big league
players for over a half century,
referred to Hubbell as the giant
on the mound who helped
make the New York Giants, “giants in baseball.”
Carl Hubbell outlived most
of the great baseball players
who broke into the big leagues
when he did, and that made him
one of the oldest living sports
legends.
He was involved in three
decades as a big leaguer: the
20’s, 30’s and 40s and this
means he was really part of the
changing times, because these
decades were completely different from each other.
The way I describe these
decades is: the Roaring Twenties
which many called the Golden
Age of Sports; the Thrifty Thirties
that was part of our big Depression and the Forties, a war-torn
decade that saw many new heroes appear on the scene.

Carl Hubbell’s baseball
career even spanned the changing entertainment picture and
dance fads, starting with the
Charleston and ending when
the jitterbugs danced their way
into musical history.
His passing brought down
the curtain on the part of baseball that never will return, but
the memories of his accomplishments will linger as long as
there’s a baseball fan alive. If I
were a poet, I’d pen something
like this: “Carl Hubbell was his
name. Baseball was his game.”

The Ultimate
in Transportation
Services
CALL NOW To Reserve: 1-800-ITS-LIMO (487-5466) • www.snclimos.com
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Theatre
Pacific Alliance Stage Co.
Presents “The House of Blue
Leaves”

T

HE

HOUSE

OF

BLUE LEAVES

IS A BRILLIANTLY DARK AND
NIGHTMARISH

COMEDY

awash
in the material promises of a
vanishing American Dream.
John Guare, the author, has
described it as, “...a play about
limits; people limited by a lack
of talent, limited economically,
limited emotionally, limited geographically.”
Artie Shaughnessy lives
in Queens, New York. Every
day he travels by subway into
Manhattan where he works
as a zookeeper in the Central
Park Zoo. This is just a day job
for Artie, who, already close to
middle age, still aspires to be a
great Tin Pan Alley songwriter.
His repertoire, however, is
sadly unimpressive. So is
his talent.
His
personal
life
isn’t much better, thanks
in part to his emotionally
unstable
wife,
Bananas, who has few lucid
moments. To cope, Artie
has taken a mistress, a brassy, nononsense woman named Bunny
who wants to elope with him to
California and dump Bananas
in an insane asylum. Throw in
Artie’s son Ronnie, who’s AWOL
from Fort Dix and who wants to
blow up the Pope, and you see
why Artie calls his old pal Billie
Einhorn, a big shot Hollywood
producer, to rescue him. Billy
ABOUT LOSERS AND VICTIMS

arrives with a dead actress in
tow and designs on Bunny. In
a climactic scene, worthy of the
Marx Brothers, three nuns who
can’t see the Pope because of
the crowds outside invade Artie’s
apartment to watch him on TV.
John Guare, the creator
of such memorable works as
Muzeeka, The House of Blue
Leaves, Six Degrees of Separation, Atlantic City, Rich and
Famous, Marco Polo Sings
A Solo and Bosoms and Neglect, remains a major force
in modern American theatre
with his original and deeply
provocative voice. The House
of Blue Leaves, which won the
New York Drama Critics Circle
Award as Best American Play
of 1971, received 4 Tony’s in its
triumphant 1986 revival at the

Winner to Visit
Washington &
Winner’s Work to
be Exhibited in
U.S. Capitol

C

LYNN
WOOLSEY INVITES ALL
SONOMA COUNTY HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS to submit
artwork to the annual Congressional High School Art Competition, “An Artistic Discovery.”
Congresswoman
Woolsey will send the student to
Washington D.C. for an opening exhibit where the winning
student’s work will be displayed
for one year in the Cannon Tunnel of the U.S. Capitol.
The winning student will also
be awarded a $200 gift certificate
from Color Folio Fine Art Digital
Printing Studio in Sebastopol.
Students may submit two
pieces of art, two-dimensional
works only, no larger than 32
x 32 inches, framed, in the following categories:
ONGRESSWOMAN

John Guare, writer of
The House of Blue Leaves.

Mirada Theater. Since his return
to Sonoma County he has directed Speed the Plow by David
Mamet for Actor’s Theatre.
Pacific
Alliance
Stage
Company is now in its twelfth
year. During that time it has
presented 50 different theatrical events for a total of
...play about limits; people limited 600 performances and has
won numerous Drama
by a lack of talent, limited ecoLogue, Drama Desk, and
nomically, limited emotionally,
Dean Goodman Choice
limited geographically.
Awards. It is the only professional Theatre Company
in Sonoma County.
The House of Blue
Leaves performs for three
Lincoln Center Theater.
weeks, March 14-31, in the
Brian Newberg will be
directing this production. Origi- Nellie Codding Theater, Thursday at 7:30 p.m., Friday and
nally from the North Bay, Mr.
Saturday at 8:00 p.m., Sunday
Newberg spent many years
at 2:30 p.m. $14 on Thursday
working in the Los Angeles
area, where he directed numer- and Friday; $18 full, $15 youth/
ous productions for Long Beach senior on Saturday and Sunday.
Playhouse, Pasadena Playhouse, Tickets may be purchased at the
Theater At The Improv, Los Ange- Spreckels Performing Arts Center Box Office Tuesday-Saturday,
les Repertory Company and La

“

Congresswoman Woolsey Requests Submissions for Student Art
Competition

”

GREETING CARDS FOR
St. Patrick’s Day
Palm Sunday
Easter

PAINTING
(Oils, acrylics, watercolors, etc.)

DRAWING
(Pastels, colored pencil, pencil,
charcoal, ink, markers, etc.)
COLLAGE
Must be two-dimensional.
PHOTOGRAPHY
(Lithographs, silk screens, block
prints, etc.)
PRINTS
(Lithographs, silk screens, block
prints, etc.)
MIXED MEDIA
COMPUTER GENERATED
ART
Artwork needs to be delivered to Congresswoman Woolsey’s office by, April 18, 2002
no later than 5:00 p.m.
Congresswoman Woolsey
will recognize the placing winners at an awards ceremony at
Coddingtown Mall, May 5th
at 2:00 p.m. where all participants’ work will be displayed in
a secured exhibit, May 3-5.
The coordinator for the
competition is Kathleen McCallum, a Sonoma County artist
and special events coordinator. The judges will be Donna
Larsen, Chair of the Art Department, Santa Rosa Junior Col-

History
Making
C hocolates!
®

Specialists In Custom
Printing and Engraving
36 Petaluma Blvd. North
Petaluma, CA

707-765-2514

2200 Petaluma Blvd. No. Suite
410Petaluma, CA 707-778-2120
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The Arts

The Art of Collecting:
S•MOVA’s 5th Annual
Contemporary Art Auction
ASHEN

GHOSTLY

PROW
BOAT

OF

A

EMERGES

FROM THE RUSTY MIST SUR-

ROUNDING IT,

the forward surge
of the bow apparently more
important than the drag of
the wooden body lost in the
fog. (Sam Woolcott, Tierra del
Fuego.) Above this canvas, a
diver hangs suspended in midair, the white swim cap on her
head the pivot point of the perfect jackknife she is executing.
Like a retro magazine illustration, but grounded firmly in
the present day by her existential suspension in mid-air.
(Stephanie Roberts, Diver.)
On another wall, another
juxtaposition, this one deceptively domestic. A purse
constructed of wire painted in
ravishing shades of chartreuse
and violet and decorated with
black beads, the body of the
purse carefully formed around
the inviting void of its interior,
the handle tracing a delicate

arc that ends in a wing-like
flare where it meets the lid of
the purse. This is pure form, a
prosaic handbag transformed
into an object. (Estelle Akamine,
Electric Geta.) Mounted on the
wall nearby is a small pieced
quilt in blues and greens, the
material subtly shaped by an in-

“ ”

This is pure form, a
prosaic handbag
transformed into
an object.

terior mesh to suggest a person
asleep beneath it, legs akimbo.
This is a functional object that
rises to art in its embodiment
of the comfort and security of
home. (Jeanette Carr, Cat Nap.)
These works and many
more are part of S•MOVA’s
5th Annual Contemporary Art
Auction “The Art of Collecting”

T WO NINER

DINER

and were gathered by fifteen
guest curators from 150 artists
all over the United States. All
the donated art in this collection
will be offered for purchase at
the Auction on March 23rd.
On Auction night, a wealth
of sensory experiences will
await you: delicious food in
abundance, wonderful wine,
beautiful music, and fabulous
art. A marvelous collection of
art and events awaits you. Add
something wonderful to your
own collection of experiences.
Tickets for the Auction are
$35 per person and on sale
at S•MOVA. As an incentive
to purchase your tickets now:
buy 2 Auction tickets OR 1 new
$35 membership, + 1 Auction
ticket, and receive a coupon
good for $10 off your Auction
art purchases!

A Unique Petaluma
Experience!
Fun For The
Whole Family!
Children love It!

While Dining Enjoy A Beautiful View of
The Sonoma Mountains. Deck Seating
Available for Plane Watching.
See Antique and Warbirds Fly In!
See Helicopters and Sky Diving Jumps!

BREAKFAST & LUNCH SERVED
• Biscuits and Gravy
•
Great Burgers
• Eggs Benedict • Club Sandwiches
• Omelettes
• Fish and Chips

Circle Gallery Exhibition

S

arah Nichols, first primes
the canvas with five coats
of gesso sanding in between each application. This is
followed by five coats of enamel
paint again sanding between
each coat using progressively
finer sandpaper until a totally
smooth, glass-like surface is ob-

tained. Oil paint is applied using
different techniques after which
multiple layers of verathane are
laid down to create a quality of
depth. The final surface is then
polished using rubbing compounds and finally waxed to
produce a luscious finish.

A Rogue’s Gallery of Portraits
Jerrold Ballaine. This exhibit is

T

GALLERY AT THE QUICKSILVER
MINE COMPANY
IN SEBASTOPOL PRESENTS
“Through the Looking Glass,”
an exhibition of self-portraits by
twenty Sonoma County artists
March 1st through April 11th.
Featuring both two- and threedimensional work, this show
opens with what promises to be
a very festive Reception for the
Artists on Thursday, March 7th,
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Running an artistic gamut
between Cynthia Hipkiss’
humorous ceramic sculpture
to classically executed paintings by Maggie Ballard and
HE

a thought-provoking glimpse
at some of the many ways artists view themselves. Oil and
acrylic paintings, metal and
assemblage sculpture; work by
D.A. Bishop, Randolph Johnson, Monty Monty, and Maury
Lapp. “Through the Looking
Glass” promises to be both
funny and somber, intriguing
and insightful.
The
Quicksilver
Mine
Company is located at 154 N.
Main St., in the same block as
Copperfield’s Bookstore, downtown Sebastopol. Gallery hours
are 10-5:30 p.m. daily. For more
information about the exhibi-

ADOBE ROAD
Runway
T WO NINER

DINER

Sky Ranch Dr. PETALUMA
AIRPORT
ELY ROAD
MCDOWELL BLVD.

101
San Francisco

561 Sky Ranch Drive at the Petaluma Airport

707-765-2900

White Bleeding Hearts, © Sarah Nichols 2000

Sonoma Mountains

East Washington St.

T

HE

Open Tuesday–Sunday 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Closed Monday

AN EASTER WISH For the
Artist in Us All...
Art Sets in every medium and for every age.
Also Books, Frames, Mattes, Easels, Art
Boxes,

117 Kentucky St. Downtown Petaluma 707765-2305Mon.-Fri. 10-5:30 • Sat. 10:30-5 •
Sun. 11-4
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“Moved By the Land”
Explores Change

The Arts

T

“Couples” and “Mystical Journey”

S

EBASTOPOL CENTER FOR THE

“

The work expresses a
relationship; a set, a kind,
a match, a pair, a duo,
whether real or imag-

ARTS MAIN GALLERY PRESENTS “COUPLES” AN ALLMEDIA EXHIBITION, March 28th
through April 28th, juried ined.
by Clayton Bailey, artist and
professor emeritus, California
State University, Hayward.
Concurrently, on view in
Opening reception will be
the
UpFront
Gallery is “Mystical
held Thursday, March 28th, 6-7:
Journey,” a recent work by Jan
30 p.m.
The work in this exhibit ex- Eldridge. The exhibit reflects her
continued study and practice
plores the relationship between
of Buddhism, and is informed
one thing and another, and that
by travels to India, China,
which ties things together. The
Bhutan, Nepal, and other deswork expresses a relationship;
tinations. The show includes
a set, a kind, a match, a pair, a
small sculptural pieces as well
duo, whether real or imagined.

”

SANTA ROSA RECREATION
This exhibition gives artists,
PARKS DEPARTMENT
who are moved by the land, the
IS SPONSORING, the 2nd
opportunity to offer their varied
Annual “Moved by the Land”
responses to the community. In
Exhibition. This is an exhibition
exchange, through the artists’
of artists exploring change in strong, visual impact, the comSonoma and Mendocino coun- munity has the opportunity to
ties, from March 11th to May
be inspired and supported in
3rd with a Reception on Sunday, our collective search to underApril 21st, from 2:00-5:00 p.m.
stand and solve environmental
at the Finley Community Center, challenges. This exhibit also
2060 W. College AvThis exhibition gives artists, who
enue in Santa Rosa.
are moved by the land, the
In celebration of
opportunity to offer their varied
Earth Day, they offer
responses to the commuthis juried exhibition
which artists were nity.
invited to show how
they
experience
rapid growth and
includes Julia Butterfly Hill’s
change in Sonoma and Menpoetry, artwork and information
docino Counties. While some
about her Circle of Life Foundaartists create, they are affected
tion.
by nature and also by what
Finley Community Center
humans have chosen to do with
hours are Monday-Friday 8:00
the environment. Sometimes
a.m.-6:00 p.m. and Saturday 9:
strong thoughts, feelings and
00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. For further inimages emerge. This is our land
formation, call 707-543-3737.
speaking to us.
HE

AND

as mixed-media photographs
and collages. Eldridge poses
the question, “What is it
that we experience from the
energy of places with a mystical history?” She also states
that, “The meditator and the
artist share some of the same
concerns. Both face the unknown knowingly, take part in
the blurring of boundaries, and
risk a response that they cannot
predict or control.”
An Artist’s Reception will
be on ArtWalk Thursday, April
4th, 5-8 p.m. For more information call: Sebastopol Center for
the Arts 707-829-4797.

“

”

Coming next month to the PETALUMA POST
the APRIL BUTTER & EGG DAY’S EDITION

Call for Advertising Reservations NOW: 707-762-3260

AT OFFICE HELPER!

Choosing an office
products supplier
...made easy:
• Wide Selection...no, make that HUGE selections of items.
Call our pros with your unusual requests.
• Prompt Delivery...of your entire order the next business
day. Free. No matter how small.
• Great Prices Everyday...the service and selection don’t
cost extra.

NEW!!!!

OFFICE HELPER now carries
the LATEST RELEASES in Baseball, Football
and Basketball Cards—All at Discount Prices!
•
•
•
•

Brands Like:

Topps Finest Football
Fleer Skybox Basketball
Leef Football
Donruss Football

Don’t compromise with
the club stores and office
products chain stores.
The locally-owned and
operated clear choice is...
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Nature

Goose-goose of
Shollenberger Park
BY

NORRIS (BOB) DYER

L

AST MONTH, IN

PART 1, I
GOOSEGOOSE,
THE
TOULOUSE
GOOSE, came to live at Shollenberger Park in Petaluma. In the
second part of her story, I’ll tell
you of her relationship with a
black swan and later, a Canada
goose.
First, I’d like to point out
that Audubon would not classify
Goose-goose (the farm goose) as
a “wild” bird, the mute swans, or
even the black swan. Spending
a lot of time at Shollenberger
studying the “wild” birds, I’ve
identified about 120 species
there and photographed probably 50 of them, sharing this
with the public. My goal is to
engender a love for all the park’s
birds. I find that many park-goers
attracted initially by the goose
or the swans, soon desire to
learn more about the other birds
there.
RECOUNTED

HOW

PART II
In November 2000, a startlingly
beautiful swan arrived in the
left channel of Shollenberger. It
was a Black Swan (see photo),
with glowing red eyes and
glossy black feathers. This species is native to Tasmania, was
brought to Europe by the Dutch
and eventually introduced into
this country for zoos and large
estates. “Midnight”—as my
friend Jim Hoch’s granddaughter named the swan—is one of
three feral black swans seen in
the area in recent years. Two
of these have died during the
past twelve months. It was
very tame and soon joined the
breakfast feedings. Before long,
it became a very close friend to
Goose-goose and the two often
were seen swimming alongside
each other in the park (see
photo). We are still not certain
whether Midnight is a male or
female.
Goose-goose and Midnight
were always together when
Midnight was at Shollenberger,
but sometimes it got restless
and left for a few days. Then it
could often be seen at Luchessi
Park in Petaluma. Whenever the
swan returned, or even after a
brief separation at the park, they

would greet each other warmly
and with great ceremony—the
black swan pumping its neck up
and down with piping sounds,
while the goose dipped her
head low and honked loudly.
Watching this, who could deny
they liked each other? A second
black swan (which would later
die) stopped at the park several
times, but Midnight showed no
interest.
In February, 2001, Goosegoose was again with egg, on
the same berm. This time, she
had a companion, for Midnight
had returned from a trip to
Luchessi and sat close by the
goose, in the weeds. It obviously continued to want to be
right beside her. It also served as
a “guard” and would hiss at Jim
or me in a threatening manner
if we approached too closely to
Goose-goose on her nest, when
we brought food.
We removed Goose-goose’s
remaining eggs in late March
(some had exploded from internal gasses and may even have
hurt her, by the way). We had
waited for Midnight to take a
swim break and gathered the
remaining two eggs from what
had originally been a clutch
of 10-12. In early May, Goosegoose would try again, and
again Midnight would be
beside her, as it was now
fulltime at Shollenberger.
For the third time, we
removed the eggs, this time
earlier as Goose-goose
was looking rather gaunt
and her efforts were fruitless, of course.
The relationship between the black swan and
the Toulouse goose was remarkable. What instinctive
imperatives drove their behavior? How did their actions benefit them? In Part
I, I warned myself about
assigning human motives
to animal behavior. Different species may depend
upon each other, and
our pets may respond
to us with affection,
but the goose/swan
relationship seen here,
free and in the open,

was unique and even inspiring.
Truly “a thing of beauty.”
Midnight did not do well at
Shollenberger in the summer,
however. It likes greens, and
fresh water, preferring them to
bread or even cracked corn. At
the beginning of last July, it left
for Luchessi. The green lawns
there are maintained year round
and fresh water is always available. Besides, Goose-goose had
been a little fickle and had wondered off with the Canada geese
and their new goslings to forage
again in Gray’s Field until they
departed for parts unknown.
This may also have influenced
Midnight. It visited several
times in July and August but still
found no greens or fresh water,
as the park was going through
one of its driest summers ever.
Goose-goose and Midnight
would swim together for a few
days until the swan departed.
In September, a bedraggled
Canada goose arrived at the
park, limping down the pedestrian path. It appeared to be
starving and I suspect it was a
Spring gosling, hatched at the
park, which had lost the flock.
I was faced with a personal
dilemma. I didn’t want to feed
it on the one hand, as it was a
“wild” bird and we don’t need

a year round population of tame
Canada geese at the park. However, it was obviously in bad
shape. I tried to catch it with the
idea of bringing it to bird rescue
but it could still fly. So I fed it.
After all one Canada goose does
not constitute a flock, or breeding population, just as one
Touslouse goose or black swan
doesn’t, for that matter.
The Canada goose quickly
attached itself to Goose-goose,
and followed her everywhere.
One lady told me she felt
Goose-goose had taken care of
the young goose and helped its

recovery. That may be taking it
too far, but it’s true that Goosegoose provided an example
for feeding and grooming. The
relationship seemed more like
a foster mother and child than
the obvious bond between
Goose-goose and Midnight (at
least to my eyes). In any case, it
served the young Canada goose
well. Of course, we named it.
“Pierre” was Jim’s choice but
it could just as well be female.
Wherever Goose-goose went,
Pierre would follow, including
flights back and forth to the central pond from the left channel.

Goose-goose and Midnight enjoying their afternoon swim.
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Buddhist Meditation
Classes

Nature

MEDITATION
CLASSES
7:30-9 p.m.
Tuesday Evenings
4:30-6:30 p.m.
Sunday Afternoons

PRAYERS FOR
WORLD PEACE
Join Us!
Bring the Family!
Sunday Morning
10-11 a.m.
FREE

316 Petaluma Blvd., South Petaluma

707-766-7720 • khnow@aol.com

This soon led to a problem.
(continued on page 32)

(continued from page 21)
Late in the month Midnight
returned and took an instant
aversion to Pierre—especially
after breakfasts when it chased
the young goose, which was
smaller and easily intimidated,
but still anxious to shadow
Goose-goose. Sometimes I
thought Midnight and Pierre
would be getting along, and
then the black swan would start
chasing Pierre again with much
wing-flapping on the part of
Pierre in efforts to escape. Midnight left after a few days, and
was not seen again for several
months.
Jim and I were worried that
Midnight might have suffered a
similar fate to the other black
swans. We did not see it at
Luchessi and I even talked to the

Goose-goose and Midnight greeting each other.

park maintenance crew there
about the large bird in early December but they claimed not to
have seen it for months, either.
Midnight obviously had at least
one other stop on its route or
was dead.
Later, in December, Midnight returned, but the problem
with Pierre continued. Goosegoose and Midnight would
greet each other in their ritualistic fashion but Pierre still stuck
like glue to the Toulouse goose.
Sometimes I would see Midnight in the left channel and
Goose-goose and Pierre swimming together in the central
pond. I always though it was
a one-way affection—Pierre
for the older goose—but then
watched one day while Pierre
exercised its wings during a
lengthy flight over the central
pond. Goose-goose, below,
honked like a fool! It was almost as if she wer yelling “Be
careful!” I have known her to
yell like that during nearby mallard duck fights—“Stop fighting!” she appears to be saying.
In this case, after Pierre landed
in the water, she swam over to
join it.. Perhaps Goose-goose
has bonded with Pierre.
After a week or so of its
December visit, Midnight left.
It still liked Goose-goose but
Pierre always seemed to cause
aggressive posture in the swan,
leading to subsequent chases.It
appeared we had a bird triangle!
As I write this in early February,
Goose-goose and Pierre are
still together. Midnight is also
here again, but except for joint
breakfasts does not spend much

707-762-1056

3 Tow Trucks
20 Foot Steel
Bed Carrier
2 Ton Medium
Duty Tow Truck

704 Petaluma Blv. No., Petaluma, CA 94952

Olde World Workshops
Petaluma, CA • 707-789-0678

Custom Cabinetry
Kitchen Refacing
Beautiful Wood Finishes
All Your Fine Wood Working Needs!
10% OFF WITH MENTION OF THIS AD

FLYING SCHOOL

Wherever Goose-goose went, Pierre, the Canada Goose, would follow.

American Tow Service

Featuring Amazing Trike Flights
and Coastal Flights!
At The Petaluma Airport 561 Sky Ranch Dr.

707-484-7067 • www.spiritsup.com

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Sean’s
Antiques

Purchasing Single items or Entire Estates
Including: Paintings, Silver, Rugs, China & Collectibles

SEAN MCGEE

18 Western Avenue, Petaluma, CA 94952
phone: 707-766-9300 • phone: 415-731-0758
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Petaluma
Pete
BY RICHURD SOMERS

Men’s Suffrage...The True Story

M

EN ARE MUCH BETTER
AT RAISING CHILDREN
THAN

ARE

WOMEN.

This is a known fact. However,
because women dominated
the home and family-raising
responsibilities from the beginning of time, it is only recently
that men have been able to earn
the same respect that women
have enjoyed over the centuries
in managing the homefront.
And, you ask, how long did
it take for men to break the glass
ceiling that women dominated
in ballet? Eons, states one reliable source. Women wouldn’t
let men into that sport until men
picketed every ballet performance from here to Dubuque.
Now you are just as likely to see
as many men as women playing
the part of Peter Pan.
Why did it take so many
centuries for men to achieve
equal status with women regarding politics and marriage? Probably because of women like
Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady
Stanton, Lucy Stone, and Susan
B. Anthony. Pete still has one of
Susan’s limited edition dollars.
Please don’t confuse E.C.
Stanton with Stanton, the
Petaluma River god. And our
Stanton is not another word for
Satan, so please don’t any of
you yahoos out there write to
Pete again about that sensitive
subject.
How long will it take for
men to become members of the
Women’s International Bowling League that was formed in
1916 and to this day formally
excludes men of all races, religions and ethic dependencies?
Like, never, is Pete’s best guess.
Were men ever allowed into
the “good old gals” club that Emmeline Pankhurst formed—the
Women’s Social and Political
Union? No way.

Can men wear Burqas?
Yes, now they can, but that just
happened in the last couple of
months due to sustained, military
action. And even then the troops
had to use the most sophisticated
weapons that America has been
able to build to date.
It has been a steep hill for
men to partially climb to gain
any kind of equality between
the sexes. Yes, men have made
some progress, but there is still a
long, hard road to travel before
men get the recognition they
deserve.
Physiological differences
between the sexes are buttressed by the social order and
institutionalized by mores and
traditions. For example, in many
simple societies, women control
weaving, basketry, cooking, as
well as producing the receptacles in which to prepare them
and for storing the ingredients.
Total control. That’s what that
is, even in today’s, as well as,
yesteryear’s simpler societies.
Pete leaves you with this
question: Were there ever any
men in the original Women’s
Christian Temperance Union?
Unfortunately, the answer to
that question is yes. Men have
made some mistakes in the past,
but they are trying to learn from
their experiences.

P E TA L U M A
O LY M P I C S

T

WINTER OLYMPICS WERE
SUCH FUN, WEREN’T THEY?
It’s a shame we’ll have to
wait four years to see them again.
So why not have a Petaluma
Winter Olympic Games every
year, featuring local events? After
all, we have snow now. It would
certainly put Petaluma on the
map, and we might even attract
some tax revenue.
HE

Here are just a few suggestions
for events:
FIGURE SKATING
JUDGE TAMPERING
Figure skating competitions
could be moved here permanently, with the City Council
as Judges. The French judge
who was suspended for trading
votes with the Russians would
be a permanent member of the
panel. You object that the outcome was decided before the
event? That the judges traded
votes to get influence for their
favorites? That the audience was
packed with friends of the local
hero? Every vote of the City
Council is conducted this way.
The French judge would be right
at home.
POLITICIAN PENTATHLON
Politicians will roller blade
through City Hall, occasionally
stopping to fire shots at one of
the Council members chosen by
his peers. Councilman Moynihan
has already been chosen by the
other Council members to be the

The
Devil’s
Advocate
BY JOE TINNEY

target in the first 75 games.
BILL SOBERANES TALKATHON
Contestants attempt to read the
entire Congressional Record in 2
1/2 minutes. Anyone who speaks
slowly enough to be understood
will be disqualified.
POTHOLE JUMPING
Motorists will get a running start
down B Street and then attempt
to jump the twelve largest potholes in the Petaluma streets.
So far failing at this event have
been the Director of Public
Works and Evil Kneivel.
WHERE-THE-HELL-DIDTHEY-GO CROSS-COUNTRY
RACE
People will try to guess the
reason for the mysterious disappearance of the Police Chief,
who went off looking for the
City Clerk and was never seen
or heard from again.
SEWER HOCKEY
Local politicians will be issued
hockey sticks and will shoot silver dollars into the city’s sewer
system. (Alternate Title: Pouring
Money Down a Rathole.) The
City Council is good at this.

TRAFFIC DANCING
Contestants look at the horrific
traffic pileups for motorists trying to get from one side of town
to the other and see how long
they can dance without doing
anything about it. (Current Record: 26 years.)
FOUR MAN SUMO
STREET BOBSLED
Four-man teams of sumo wrestlers will ride a street bobsled
off the D Street bridge into the
Petaluma River at high tide to try
to cause a flood in Napa.
WHIZ KIDS MATH CONTEST
Math scholars from the local high
schools will be issued computers
to see if they can multiply numbers fast enough to keep up with
the increases in Petaluma water
and sewer rates.
COMMUNITY
ACCESS
BINGO
Computer hackers will substitute slapstick comedies on the
Community Access channel in
the place of Planning Commission, City Council and Board
of Supervisors’ meetings to see
how long it takes anyone to notice the difference.

LADY VIOLET & MRS. BIRDTREE
Birdie, if a guy spontaneously
combusts, would you call that
a Hot Date?

© 2002 NORMA MENZIES

la maison
Home Furnishings
Accessories & Gifts
Open 7 Days a Week
Interior Decorating
(by appointment)


49 Petaluma Boulevard No., Petaluma, CA
“Under the Clock Tower”
At the corner of Western Ave. & Petaluma Blvd.

707-773-2900

HOURS: Monday-Saturday 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

A PIZZA SO GOOD
THEY NAMED A CITY AFTER IT!

