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Happy

Valentine’s Day!

Love Is In The Air...
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An Intimate Italian Bistro

INO’S

10% OFF

RISTORANTE

On the Square

With mention of this advertisement in the Petaluma Post
OUR

WE B S I T E A T : www.petrose.com

OVER ONE ACRE
OF ROSES TO
CHOOSE FROM!

S KILLMAN L N . C ORONA

G OSSAGE

GRADE 1 Rose Bushes
200 Varieties of Roses
• Hybrid Tea Roses • Climbers
• Heirloom Roses

N

PETALUMA B LVD . N O .

VISIT

FACTORY
O UTLET

• Shrubs

Petaluma Rose Company

SONOMA

581 Gossage Avenue, Petaluma, CA

BANQUET FACILITIES AVAILABLE

707-769-8862

Open 6 Days a Week • Lunch and Dinner • Closed Monday

Mon-Sat 9:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Closed Tuesday

420 First Street East • 707-996-4466

20% OFF ALL

Valentine Products!

Valentine’s Day
EVENT
Thurs, February 14th 3-8 p.m.
• Create 3 Valentines to Keep!
• Cookies and Refreshments
• Tours Available

Near Kaiser Hospital
3810 Cypress Drive
Petaluma, CA 94954
707-765-8554

Just Relax...

and think about Trees...

“Petaluma’s historic neighborhoods
have magnificent trees.”
Trees provide oxygen...
Trees give a home to wildlife...
Trees increase property values...
Trees just make life better...
If you are interested in a Walking Tour of
the Trees of Historic Petaluma brochure,
free trees for your neighborhood, helpful
planting guidelines, pruning information.
protecting existing trees, an approved
street tree list, or to help us plant trees
in Petaluma please send an SASE to:

Valley Oak, Along Highway 101.

CITY OF PETALUMA TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
P.O. Box 61, Petaluma, CA 94953
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Remembering the

OLD
PETALUMA

The Story Behind Mark
Twain’s Jumping Frog

Hist or y & St or ies

BY SKIP SOMMER

T

HIS LITTLE BACK-ROOM STORY

MARK TWAIN has
probably never been published before and is my Valentines gift to my readers.
Mark Twain, as anyone
who has ever attended high
school knows, was born Samuel
Clemons in 1835. As a child
of poor parents, young Sam
learned to tell stories to amuse
his friends. This pastime developed into a skill and he started
to make money from it when he
was in his early twenties.
Twain came to California
for the gold rush, but he arrived
a little late and, by that time,
it was the silver rush and the
Comstock Lode that was making
big news. This vignette starts in
1861 in California and is partly
derived from notes made by
Twain’s roommate and co-writer
on the Virginia City Territorial
Enterprise, Dan De Quille.
It was 1862 when Twain
started work at the Enterprise in
Virginia City, California. Those
were still very exciting days in
the Sierras—stage robberies,
gunfights, discoveries of gold
and silver ore etc. The many saloons and gaming houses were
great sources of stories. Mark
Twain loved it.
Twain was fond of embellishing and making up stories
and then, presenting them as
real. This habit often got him
into trouble.
He wrote a grisly story about
a multiple murder that supposedly happened at a place called
“Dutch Nicks” on the Carson
River. The story had a miner
cutting the throats of his wife
and nine children, then cutting
his own throat, riding his horse
3 1/2 miles to Carson City and
dropping dead in front of “Pete
Hopkins Saloon”.
It was hot news! And, all
the major California newspapers picked up “Dutch Nicks”
as a true headline story. Word
then got out from Virginia City
that Twain had done it as a hoax
and the literary world was really
ticked off.
The major papers demanded
that Twain be fired and all of this
worried him a lot. However, a
month later, everyone was laughing with and talking about Mark
Twain. The Dutch Nick story
became news again because
it wasn’t news. Twain later explained that it was symbolism
ABOUT

that the liquor at Hopkin’s Bar
ground, posted a 30-day no- who heard their story, gave them
drove people insane.
tice of claim and decided they $7,500 for their nuggets and dust
Mark Twain then traveled
could come back when the sun
from that pocket.
to San Francisco and wrote
was shining.
$7,500 divided half and
there for a couple of years, but
They found dry and warm
half between Gillis and Twain
in 1865, he was broke and he
lodging at Coon Drayton’s Hotel would have yielded a 3 year salmissed the gold country and he in Angel’s Camp and sat by the ary for Twain at the Enterprise.
was bored. So he returned to fire with a full bottle of whiskey
He, most likely, would have
Calaveras County and the cabin (For “medicinal purposes.”)
continued as a miner, the jumpof his old friend: Jim Gillis.
Twain and Gillis were
ing frog story would never have
The Gillis cabin was a kind soon joined by the proprietor
been written and Mark Twain
of Bohemian getaway. It was
Coon Drayton and they started
would not have received his big
friendly and quiet and warm to swap stories about the gold
push into the literary world that
and stocked with books. Twain
country. One of these, told by
this story gave him.
took copious notes of his time Drayton, was about a jumping
And so, there’s the story
there.
frog contest. The story really
behind the start of one of AmerThe Gillis brothers were
tickled Twain and he decided
ica’s great humorists. It was
doing a little gold mining. They
to do a piece on it as soon as chance! Many of us look back
searched for traces of gold and he returned to Gillis’ cabin. He
and wonder. “If only we would
looked back upstream to find the worked on it for a couple of
have taken the other path.” So
source of the trace. This was called
weeks and, although Gillis told
did Mark Twain.
“pocket mining” and, if you found
him it was his “best story yet,”
Soon after this episode,
ore, it could be quite good. Mark
Twain thought it might be good
Twain began writing for the DraTwain had been struck by gold
for $10 or $15.
matic Chronicle in San Francisco.
“The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County” made Twain so well known that his name
was considered superfluous to this placard depicting the author astride a frog.

fever for 15 years and he really
wanted to hit it big. He and his
buddy Jim, took to the hills.
They came across a fan of
gold that led to a little canyon
where they found what they
hoped to be the “home deposit”.
It was a very rainy
cold day and they’d been
working in the downpour
for hours. They had dug
samples from the pocket
and had it in bags ready
to drag to the stream for
washing, when Twain said he
couldn’t take the cold anymore
and the rain was now coming
down in sheets. He and Gillis
dumped the ore gravel on the

A month passed and, during
the time Twain was writing the
jumping frog piece, a group of
Austrian miners happened across
the diggings with the 30-day
notice on it. They looked at the
ground and the heavy rains had

Finally, in late 1865, the first
publishing of The Celebrated
Jumping Frog of Calaveras
County occurred in the New
York Saturday Press. Mark Twain
was born again. Nothing he
wrote equaled that story until ten
years later, when Tom SawTwain was fond of embellishing
yer was published. Twain
and making up stories and then,
had, by then, become an
presenting them as real.
international celebrity and
was in demand worldwide
for lectures and stories.
Happy Valentines Day
to all you lovers out there.
washed away the gravel and
Take your honey out to dinner
sand leaving the ground glitter- somewhere.
ing with gold. They waited until
the 30 days had expired and then
took over the pocket. The assayer,

“

”
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Is your child struggling
with reading? We can help!
Clinically proven reading programs for learning
disabilities and auditory processing problems, ages 6-18.
• Lindamood Phoneme Sequencing
• Visualizing/Verbalizing
• Samonas Listening Therapy

• Seeing Stars
• Earobics
• Phono-Graphics

FREE initial phone consultation
Speech, Language, & Learning Pathways
PHOTOGRAPHS © GENE BERMAN

707-781-7424

Petaluma

SPINNING...

It’s kind of like the Tour de France.
Only you don’t have to shave your legs.
Snowy sunrise looking west from Roblar Road toward the Bodega Bay Gap in Petaluma.

Snow in Sonoma

W

E AWOKE TO A VERY
UNUSUAL

SIGHT

ON

MONDAY,
JANU28TH. Snow. Yep, snow in
Sonoma County!
Those who were up early
were drawn outside to photograph the sunrise. Those that
weren’t awake at dawn were
called to get up and look outside the window. But without
a doubt we were ALL shocked
and amazed!
Petaluma’s school children
got a very rare snow day. Utilizing each and every snow covered
hill until they had thoroughly
ARY
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flattened the snow, then moving
on with their makeshift sleds to
destroy another neighbor’s sundrenched snowy hillside before
the meltdown.
Many of us who moved to
Sonoma County from colder
climates were amused at the excitement and concern of those
natives who aren’t used to driving on snow-slick roads.
But the beautifully peculiar sight of the snow certainly
affected each individual soul,
including the dogs and cats who
share our homes and hearts.

GROUP CYCLING CLASSES STARTING NOW

Megatan Tanning
4 tanning beds with all new bulbs!
Petaluma
under.

cactus

1 Month Unlimited Tanning $44

snowed

OR 10 Tans for $39

2 for 1 Membership

Come in for details. Expires January 30, 2002.
Jazpur the Standard Poodle
puppy experiences his first
ever snowfall.

Magnolia Studio

(707) 778-8889

BOO K CON ST RU CT IO N
Design, Production & Project Coordination

1810 Darby Road
Sebastopol, CA 95472
voice: 707-824-9662
fax: 707-824-9662
email: pjbeaty@magnoliastudio.com
www.magnoliastudio.com

K&J

Paintworks & Building
Celebrating 10 years of helping homeowners
and businesses create beautiful environments
specializing in Trompe L’oeil murals, faux
finishes and handpainted ceramic tiles.

OWNER/DESIGNER KAREN SEQUEIRA

707-762-5203

www.goldsgym.com/petaluma
1310 Casa Grande, Petaluma, CA

Get an Attitude—Visit

ANGELO’S MEATS
•
•
•
•
•
•

Famous Beef Jerky
Full Service Smokehouse
Homemade Sausage and Bacon
Gold Medal BBQ Spiced Tri-tips
Smoked Salmon
New York Steaks

32 YEARS IN BUSINESS

Absolutely Delicioso
BBQ Catering
Roasted Pigs

Angelo’s Italian Taste
Italian Garlic Salsa
Italian Garlic Mustard
Italian BBQ Sauce
Garlic Marinara
Garlic Stuffed Olives
Pickled Garlic

2700 Adobe Rd., Petaluma, CA • 707-763-9586
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Make
Habitat
A Habit

Nature

Mating For Life

R

EMEMBER
MOVIE

CHER’S

DAD

IN

CRUSTY

“MOON-

BY

STRUCK” TELLING HER THAT

she wanted a faithful husband
she should marry a swan? There
are plenty of animals reputed
to mate for life, mostly wild
canines and waterfowl.
Fidelity among wildlife
is usually related to offspring
requiring two parents for survival. Whether or not these animals feel anything like “love” or
So even if a species
tends to be faithful overall, an individual may
be a
run-around Sue.

BARBARA CASWELL

IF

“

”

“devotion” is unknown, just as
it’s also unknown whether these
feelings are experienced by
good looking young men in San
Francisco, but most waterfowl
tend to stay the course, at least
til the kids are grown. DNA
testing is recently revealing that
guys may not have unfounded
fears: plenty of hard working
songbird husbands are working their tails off day and night,
feeding somebody else’s genetic
hatchlings. Those cagey little
brown females may have reason
to feel so chirpy at sunrise!
Waterfowl seem to have
narrow minds to fit their narrow
heads. First they insist on sticking to birds of a feather and then
many of them limit their social
lives even further with the same
ol’ mate.
I enjoy that story about the
Calvin Coolidges touring a farm,
where they were informed that
the prize rooster bred many
times a day. Mrs. Coolidge archly

The elegant Great Egret is mostly monogamous, but usually just
for the season. Nearly extinct at the turn of the century when hat
feathers were worth almost twice as much as gold per ounce,
egrets are easy to spot now, thanks to wetlands restoration.
told a reporter: “Tell that to
Mr. Coolidge!” Calvin Coolidge
asked whether the same hen was
involved, and upon finding out
otherwise, retorted: “Tell that to
Mrs. Coolidge!”
Wildlife workers save animals
who exhibit all kinds of personalities: grumpy, shy, humorous, protective, irresponsible, clever and
not. So even if a species tends to
be faithful overall, an individual
may be a run-around Sue. You
may read that “wolves mate for
life”, but that can mean that the
alpha pair seems loyal, and the

cheap fling by human standards, barely worth noting by
inquiring minds.
My Catholic mother-in-law
wondered if a bereaved goose
mourns alone forever, but that’s
rarely the case. Mating for life
means that if one duck turns
into a pile of feathers, its mate
will grieve for a bit and then
find a new dude. I say “dude”
because male waterfowl are
usually the first to go.
Even a fat little domestic
drake, surely a bird that couldn’t
be taken seriously by anyone
but a snail, heroically rushes
with his slim neck outstretched
toward any intruder who approaches his beloved hen. With
no defense but courage, he apparently sacrifices himself willingly for his mate. Guys like that
can skip the flowers and candy!
Larger waterfowl, the size of
geese and up, can put up more

others don’t breed at all.
Another problem with the
phrase “mating for life” is the
inability of most people to perceive what life in the wild is really like. Few people know that
current estimates show only
about 20% of wild animals
living even one full year. Wild
animals don’t die in their beds
surrounded by loving grandchildren, so life expectancies
noted by researchers list the
number of years an animal can
survive in captivity. Therefore,
“mating for life” might be a

fight, and can be dangerous during the mating season. Although
toothless, a swan can strike at
you and a blue heron can impale more than just fish.
The birds in this month’s
cover photo seem perfectly
comfortable next to cars traveling at 70 mph, but flee when a
person approaches them. Their
yellow beaks and great height
identify them as Great Egrets,
which only weigh about two
pounds; the smaller ones with
black beaks are Snowy Egrets,
and they are famous for fabulous displays of new plumage
during the spring mating season. Unlike many birds, who
tilt their heads to focus with
one eye, egrets have their eyes
placed forward, so that they can
use binocular vision to zero in
on their wiggly prey, usually fish
and amphibians.

WILDLIFE RESCUE HELP

WILDLIFE ADVICE OR RESCUE:

Sonoma County Wildlife
Rescue: 707-526-WILD

WILDLIFE RESCUE
VOLUNTEER SIGN-UPS:

Sonoma County Wildlife
Rescue’s business phone:
707-665-9146

DOMESTIC ANIMAL PROBLEMS
WITHIN PETALUMA CITY LIMITS:

Petaluma Animal
Control: 707-778-4372

DOMESTIC ANIMAL PROBLEMS
WITHIN SONOMA COUNTY:

Humane Society of
Sonoma Co.: 707-542-0882

Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue is a non-profit agency rescuing
orphaned and injured indigenous animals. Sadly, there is no county
funding for such work, and hundreds of animals, which would otherwise be destroyed, are rescued by these volunteers every year.

Valentine’s Day 2002
Not so very long ago, I was tempted to pray

You’re melting my heart and I’ve found my way,

While so much of the world is in disarray,

for a woman to be with on Valentine’s Day.

some surprising words I have heard myself say.

and thoughts of war on our minds do weigh,

I longed for a sweetheart with whom I could play,

You inspire me to poetry, and to you I convey

I’m blinded by starlight from the Milky Way,

someone who might light my path like a sun ray.

thoughts and emotions in a public communique;

over my heart, you are starting to hold sway,

Then, on a cold and stormy January Sunday

a growing affection for you I’d like to display

and I trust Valentine’s will be a special day.

it became so clear, as the sky turned gray,

and in your arms, someday, I dream I can lay,

who it would be to chase the Winter blues away.

because, quite simply, you take my breath away.

by Joe Kahn
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Book Notes

Sonoma County Wineries
Via Historic Photographs

T

HIS NEW TITLE IS PART OF

ARCADIA

PUBLISHING’S
“Images of
America” series, which documents the history of towns and
cities across the United States
via the medium of historic photographs.
Forty miles north of the San
Francisco Golden Gate Bridge,
Sonoma Wine Country begins.
In this land of rolling green hills,
sprawling oaks, and towering
red-woods, some of the finest
wine in the world is made. The
first settlers of Sonoma County
recognized that the rich soil and
unique climate of the region’s
valleys were particularly conducive to the age-old livelihood
of viticulture. Chronicled here
in over 200 vintage images is
Sonoma’s wine producing history, covering its many wineries,
vineyards, and towns, as well as
the townsfolk that thrived with
the development of this fantastic
agricultural enterprise.
The first Sonoma Country
venture was Buena Vista Winery,
founded in 1857 by the eccentric Count Agoston Haraszthy.
Since then, hundreds of wineries have appeared; while some
succeeded and lasted through
the years, others fell in the face
of life’s trials, including earthquakes, wildfires, and Prohibition. Covering three centuries
SUCCESSFUL

In 1981, Peterson formed a partnership with Reed Foster and the
rest is Ravenswood history.

This view of the artistic stained glass window of the Sebastiani
tasting rooms speaks of the fine attention to detail that has made
their wines one of the top premier seelections for many generations, as well as a fantastic ambiance that people enjoy nearly as
much as their wine.

Looks like everyone at Ravenswood is pleased with this year’s harvest!

of award-winning winemaking,
this new book captures in photographs the history of some
of the world’s most famous
wineries and their proprietors,
workers, and families, including those from Korbel, Geyser
Peak, Simi, Sebastiani, Pedroncelli, Orr, Seghesio, and Ravenswood.
Using
photographs
from the Sonoma County
Library
&
Sonoma
County
Winery
Archives,
author Thomas Maxwell-Long
offers readers a glimpse into the
history of America’s West Coast

wine heritage. Currently working on his Ph.D. in history at
the University of California,
Riverside, he is the author of
another Arcadia title, “San Luis
Obispo and Cal Poly in Vintage
Postcards.”
“Sonoma County Wineries”
is available or can be ordered
at bookstores and retail outlets, including local wineries,
Copperfield’s Books & Music in
Sebastopol,
Borders,
and
Barnes and Noble.
It can
also be purchased online
(www.barnesandnoble.com,
amazon.com, etc.) or di-

This fellow has had one too many bearing testimony to the long-held belief that
too much of a good thing is not too good after all!
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Epicurean Episodes THE
DINING
William Tell House DETECTIVES
Casual Country Fare In An
Historic Restaurant

I

SAT- and was previously known as
URDAY AFTERNOON and The
The U.S. Hotel. It was recently
Dining Detectives were out purchased and is currently being
on an adventure to see a bit updated by our friend, the new
of history in Marin County and
innkeeper Penny Hammond.
eventually to dine at the historic
We took a tour of the hotel,
William Tell House in Tomales.
which was lovely and promised
We started out in San Anselmo
to come back to stay soon. We
and drove out through Olema invited Penny to join us a few
and north on Highway One.
doors down at our destination
The rolling hills were green due restaurant this evening, The
to the large amount of winter
William Tell House. Opened
rain and the sheep and cattle
in Tomales in 1877 to quench
appeared to be enjoying the
the thirsts of the early residents
fresh grass. Our new BMW X5 this establishment is said to be
hugged the winding roads as
the oldest saloon/restaurant in
we passed farms, farm houses, northern Marin County. We
and Queen Anne cottages. After
were greeted by the owners Kirk
passing Tomales Bay with its and Paula Furlong. They have
oyster beds evening approached
owned the William Tell House
and we arrived in the little ham- for over 2 years but the Furlong
let of Tomales.
family has been in the area for
Tomales which still has the
over 150 years. I guess you’d
look of a Victorian frontier settle- have to call them locals.
ment town is steeped in CaliWe came in through the
The William Tell House, which in 1877
opened in Tomales to quench the thirsts of
the early residents and is said to be the oldest
saloon/
restaurant in northern Marin County.
T WAS A SUNNY WINTER

“

fornia history. It was once a stop
on the North Pacific Railroad
and also a busy port where
ships brought goods in and then
loaded cargo, including dairy,
beef and sheep products. But
mostly potatoes, thus the early
name for the area, Potato Country. The inlet is now filled in but
the stories from those early years
of commerce remain.
Our first stop, just before
town was The Tomales Gallery.
Clark Mitchell showed us the
gallery and we found some
local artist’s works that we had
to have. From there we went
into Tomales where we made
a stop at The Continental Inn
which originally opened in 1866

”

bar which boasted a friendly
local crowd enjoying themselves. We entered the dining
room through swinging doors
and as we were seated at our
table in this casual restaurant we thought about all the
history, of the people who had
dined and drank here over the
last 125 years and our heads
were spinning. Tara our waitress was soon at our table
with warm locally baked bread
and told us about the specials
which included Prime Rib. We
ordered wine to get us started.
Here are some of the dishes we
highly recommend.
APPETIZERS:
Potato Skins with Cheddar

Cheese and Bacon
This was a delicious way to
start our meal and was perfect
to share.
Fried Mozzarella Sticks served
with Marinara Sauce
We enjoyed dipping them in
a savory Marinara and sharing
them as well.

www.finediningdetectives.com

SOUPS:
New England Clam Chowder
We liked this flavorful white
chowder which was filled with
clams and potatoes especially
because it was not too rich.
Tomato Vegetable Soup
This was very hearty and great
on this chilly evening.
ENTREES: (Each Entrée came
with soup or salad and choice
of potato)
Slow Roast Prime Rib of Beef
(Served Friday-Sunday only.)
This was the best Entrée we had
this evening. It was perfectly prepared and served rare just as we
had ordered, with a Baked Potato on the side. If you dine on
the weekend it is a must. As we
perused the room quite a few of
the other diners look very happy
eating this tasty Prime Rib.
House Roasted Baby Back
Pork Ribs with BBQ sauce
This was a very hearty serving of ribs which was served
with a tasty sauce and garlic
mashed potatoes. It’s another
fine choice.

House Roasted Baby Back Pork Ribs with BBQ sauce.

Paula Furlong shows off their succulent dessert tray.

DESSERTS:
Ice Cream—Vanilla, Chocolate
and Spumoni
After this hearty meal we opted
to have just a little ice cream
which was rich and flavorful.
There were homemade desserts
but we were too full.
WINES:
Kenwood Sauvignon Blanc
A light white wine that was perfect with the salads and soup.
Charles Krug Cabernet
Sauvignon
This was a big and bold red
wine that paired well with the
Prime Rib.

Kirk and Paula Furlong, proud owners of the William Tell House.

BY CAROL & JOE DAVIS

A ride to Tomales and dinner at The William Tell House
is a journey back in time where
one dreams of the ranchers,
dairymen and farmers like the
Furlongs and other Irish, Swiss
and Italian families who settled
and worked the land of northern Marin County. Chef Tim
Riley has added to this history

by giving us updated versions
of standard Country American
Fare. The food was hearty, the
service was well paced and
the wine list reflected the local
vintner’s best. We look forward
to learning more about Tomales

and another casual dinner at the
William Tell House and a stay at
The Continental Inn.

WILLIAM TELL HOUSE
26955 Highway One, Tomales, CA 94971
PHONE: 707-878-2403
OPEN FOR DINNER
Wednesday-Saturday 5 p.m.-9 p.m. Sunday 4 p.m.-9 p.m.
BAR OPEN DAILY
• Pub Grub
• Kids Menu
• Private Room
• Major Credit Cards
• Banquets Catered
• Private Parties
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Travel

Luxury abounds at
Mopan River Resort in
One of the numerous glowing blue butterflys
at the Green Hills Butterfly Farm.

Tikal, Guatemalan Temple I’s crumbling northern acropolis has an interesting stone face.

Belize
BY JEAN

A

A. COOKE

BENQUE VIEJO,
Mopan’s boats ferry
guests across the river.
Luxury abounds in thatched
roof riverside cabanas, swimming pool with waterfalls,
and an observation tower
for guests to view the valley and birds: kingfishers,
flycatchers, woodpeckers,
toucans, parrots and flocks
of herons using the Mopan
River as a flight way. There
are small orange squirrels
and agoutis. A three-tiered pond
with waterfall harbors noisy
frogs whose nightly croaking
sounds like baritone woodpeckers.
Owners Jay and Pam treat
clients as honored guests. I felt
like I was in paradise walking on
manicured grounds among fruit
trees and exotic flowers while
treated as a queen. All gourmet
meals and guided excursions
are included—a real deal for
budget minded tourists.
CROSS FROM

guides explained Mayan civi- trance. We climbed rebar ladlization, jungle flowers, trees
ders to view exquisitely crafted
and animals. Bromeliads and
brown-black pottery left by anepiphytes hang from trees like
cient Mayans. Across from one
Christmas ornaments. At the
shelf, a surveyor’s sting served 5
ruins, an unexcavated mound
bats as their resting place.
looked like a “volcano” where
A stalactite drips “livan “archeologist” in the late
ing” water in the main cham1800’s used dynamite to blow
ber. The Mayans enhanced
the
chamber
with
I felt like I was in paradise
changes
so
that
natural
walking on manicured grounds
formations look like faces,
among fruit trees and exotic
serpents, and sharks. At
flowers while treated as a queen.
a steep incline, we negotiated down rope and
ladder to a ceremonial
chamber. A stone circle
surrounds a 3-foot stone
a crater looking for artifacts.
stele
and incense burner. Next
The main pyramid, El Castillo,
year,
this
chamber will have no
features Mayan carvings, rooms
public access as archeologists
and outstanding views.
At the ruins picnic pavilion collect data.

“
”

XUNANTUNICH MAYAN RUINS
Crossing the Mopan River via
hand-cranked ferry our group
walked uphill for 1 mile. Two

I talked with Belize Army Border
Patrol and policemen who work
together. During the day they
follow tracks through the forest
looking for smugglers of contraband and marijuana drug dealers. Marijuana is cultivated just
over the border in Guatemala.
CHE CHEM HA POTTERY
CAVE
William, the cave’s discoverer,
guided us on a serious uphill
jungle hike to the cave en-

TIKAL
In Guatemala, one mile away, the
living conditions go from basic
to primitive. Thatched roofs,
open doorways and hammocks
are common. Most Guatemalans
get around by horse, bike or on
foot. Brahman cattle graze fields;
pigs and chickens scrape a living
along the roadside and turkeys
cluck displaying tail feathers in
rough dirt yards. Crops of corn,
banana trees and fruit trees
abound. At Peten Itza, one of

two large lakes in Guatemala,
women set up tables in shallow
water to wash clothes while gossiping and tending children.
Tikal has been a robber’s
dream as they waylaid tourists
on the roads to Tikal and in the
jungle areas between scattered
ruins. Guatemala instituted
police patrols on highways and
temple grounds reducing the
risk during daylight. In Tikal,
park police are everywhere.
Tikal’s 10-mile site is located in dense jungle. On paths
and trails Howler and Spider
monkeys are regularly spotted.
Toucans are present but elusive.
Visitors ignore signs not to feed
wild animals to their peril. Jim
watched a German tourist offer
a cookie in one hand to a coatimundi while holding the cookie
bag in the other. The animal
jumped up his arm to grab the
bag from the other hand, then
slid down clawing two deep
lacerations in the German’s
arm. While the German tourist
screamed, Jim chased the animal away with a club. Park police came to the rescue, donned
gloves, stopped the bleeding
and hauled the tourist away in a
red pickup truck. So much for an
ambulance in the jungle.
The views of distant stone
temples peeking from the jungle
are outstanding from Temple IV
and the only reason to climb
the steep 146 steps. At the
Grand Plaza the main attraction
is much photographed Temple I
facing Temple II. The crumbling
northern acropolis has an interesting old stone face.
WEDDING

We attended a lovely young
couple’s wedding whom we
got to know while traipsing together on Mopan’s adventures.
The Mopan made all local legal
arrangements, clergy, flowers,
music, cake and photographer.
ACTIVITIES
Everyday brought new adventures. Canoeing into Barton
Cave we spotted a human skull
on a shelf used by Mayans for
rituals. Using vans, ferries or hiking, we explored the Belizean
countryside. On our agenda:
the Mennonite Western Dairy
for fresh homemade ice cream,
jaunts into the Aquacate Jungle
Reserve with howler monkeys,
the Green Hills Butterfly Farm,
the Green Iguana Conservation
Project, the Belize Zoo, kayaking, rafting, mixing with locals in
Benque Viejo, or shopping San

Grandmother visiting
Ignacio for handmade wooden
Tikal Guatemala.
objects, weaving and jewelry.

MOPAN RIVER RESORT RIVERSIDE NORTH
http://www.mopanriverresort.com/
Benque Viejo del Carmen, Cayo, Belize, Central America
PHONE: 501-9-33272
7 nights $898 per person double occupancy
Visit my web page for more pictures and stories:
jeancooke.virtualtourist.com
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Post Dates

Utopia Now! (and Then)
at Sonoma County Mu-

“

(and Then) traces the
rise and fall of utopian
communities founded in
Sonoma beginning in the

”

1870’s.

“”

This exhibition is an exciting and important tribute to
Sonoma County and its legacy.

Permaculture
Design Course

Manufacture
Your Own
Cigarettes
As Low As
$1.25 per pack!

A

RESIDENTIAL

707-778-9858

BIG ED’S AUTOBODY

BE OFFERED

Who Did
Your
Framing?

Wishes You
and Yours a

Happy
Valentine’s Day!
1478 Petaluma Blvd. No., Petaluma, CA

707-762-2117

DESIGN” COURSE WILL
on February
9th-22nd at the Occidental Arts
and Ecology Center.
This is a two-week certificate course in the land-use and
sustainable living philosophy
of Permaculture. Topics to be
covered include permaculture
theory, food diversity, soil enrichment, water use, erosion control,
natural building, forest farming,
and more. The instructors are
Brock Dolman and Penny Livingston.
Lodging and meals are
included in the course fee of
$1,200, which supports the nonprofit center’s educational and
research activities. A discount
of $100 is available for 30-day
advance registration. For more
information call 707-874-1557
ext. 201.
The Occidental Arts and
Ecology Center is a non-profit
organization. Course fees support our research, educational,
TURE

911 Lakeville Ave.,
Petaluma, CA

Our associates can advise you
on all aspects of framing.
Expertise you can rely on—stop by and see us.
38 E. WASHINGTON STREET, PETALUMA, CA 94952
Phone: 707-765-5939 • Fax: 707-765-5943

“PERMACUL-
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Post Dates

UFO’s: The Hidden HisOF

SWERED

THE

UNAN-

QUESTIONS

UNIDENFLYING OBJECTS will be
revealed on Thursday February
21st at 7 p.m. in the Cooperage at Sonoma State University.
“UFO’s: The Hidden History” is
a 90-minute lecture and slide
show concerning a U.S. Government cover-up on UFOs,
presented by prominent UFO
researcher Robert Hastings,
and is based on previously
classified documents that
have been secured via the
Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA).
On the whole, the
documents confirm, beyond a reasonable doubt,
that UFOs do indeed exist,
and despite repeated public
denials over the years by official spokesmen, these mysterious objects are of the greatest
concern to the highest levels of
the U.S. Air Force and the intellience community.
Furthermore, a number of
these documents refer to UFOs
repeatedly violating highly
sensitive airspace over nuclear
weapons sites, including the Los
Alamos National Laboratory,
where U.S. nuclear weapons
REGARDING

TIFIED

are designed. Other documents
concern UFOs hovering above
nuclear missile launchers or
nuclear bomb storage bunkers.
Still other documents refer to
attempted aerial intercepts of
UFOs by military jet fighters. So
far as is known, all of these attempts have been unsuccessful.
One FBI memorandum,
dated March 22, 1950, and addressed to the Director J. Edgar

“Five UFOs were tracked on
radar for several minutes,” he recounts, “and jets were launched
to attempt an intercept of them.”
I later learned from Air Force
sources that as the jets closed in
the UFOs performed a vertical
ascent and left the area at an
enormous speed—far beyond
capability of any conventional
aircraft.”
Since that incident, Hastings
has devoted countless hours
researching UFOs and
The time has come for the govemment to be forthright with the our Government’s covert
response to them. He has
American people regarding its
spoken at over 500 colleges
knowledge of UFOs
and universities nationwide
since 1981, in an effort to
bring the public the intriguing information that he and
other researchers have obHoover, reports that “flying sautained.
“The time has come for
cers” had crashed in New Mexthe
govemment
to be forthright
ico and been secretly recovered
with
the
American
people reby the U.S. Air Force. The memo
garding its knowledge of UFOs,”
states that aboard the craft were
found “bodies of human shape he says.
This intriguing and eyebut only three feet tall.”
opening
event is part of “The
Hastings, an independent
Scene” and is FREE to SSU
UFO researcher and lecturer,
students and $7 general admissays that his interest in UFOs
sion.
began in 1967, when he was
“UFOs: The Hidden History”
present at an air traffic control
tower at Malmstrom AirForce is brought to you by SSU AssoBase, near Great Falls Montana. ciated Students Productions and
Residential Life. For more infor-

“

”

Sonoma
Savors the
Taste of
the Olive

S

ONOMA

VALLEY

INVITES VISI-

the
“Taste of the Olive” when
the Sonoma Valley Olive Festival
celebrates its grand finale weekend on February 23rd and 24th.
Food aficionados will enjoy
the olive in many ways, from a
small plate sampling of oliverelated delicacies to prix fixe

Spice Up Your Valentine’s
Day at the Egg Farm!

• Cinnamon
• Vanilla
• Nutmeg
• Allspice
• Cloves
• Pumpkin Pie Spice
• Almond Extract
• Cream of Tartar
• Bulk Jams and Jellys

LADY VIOLET & MRS. BIRDTREE

Oh, no, Vi...That’s not a UFO!
According to the government
that’s just our imagination.

menus along with wines from
local vintners. Numerous opportunities for tasting abound as
festiaval-goers make the rounds
of local restaurants in search
of their favorite olive oil, olive
dish, and wine that pairs with
olives. “Martini Madness” peaks
with restaurants vying to create
the perfect Martini within which
to float the perfect olive.
Throughout the festival, visitors can vote for their favorite
olive-inspired experience and
enter to win a wonderful Wine
Country Weekend.
For an “Sonoma Valley
Olive Festival” brochure, including details on the “Olive

TORS TO SIP AND SAVOR

Free Eggs
Receive one dozen large
white eggs FREE with any
spice purchase over $5.

BODEGA AVE.

With mention of this ad.
Limit 1 dozen per customer.
Expires 3-1-02

© 2002 NORMA MENZIES

CAVANAUGH
THOMPSON

SKILLMAN LN.

M

ANY

upstairs Margrit Biever Mondavi Theatre follows.

N

STORE HOURS:
Mon-Fri 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-Noon

707-763-2924

700 Cavanaugh Lane, Petaluma, CA
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Post Dates
Valentines Gala in Paradise

S

URPRISE

YOUR

SWEETHEART

with a romantic “Valentines Gala in Paradise.”
Paradise Ridge Winery, located
in the hills of Fountaingrove
overlooking the Russian River
Valley, is hosting an elegant
Valentines Gala on Thursday
evening February 14th.
A Champagne Reception
beginning at 7:00 p.m. in the
champagne cellar of Paradise
Ridge Winery will start off this

delightful evening with passed
hors d’oeuvres. A three-course
candlelight dinner created by
celebrated Chef Michael Quigley of Cafe Lolo, paired with
award winning Paradise Ridge
wines, will follow upstairs in
the Vine Room.
Dance the evening away to
the fabulous sounds of the Blue
Moon Band, while the lights of
the valley twinkle like diamonds
on velvet far below.

“Billy Richard’s Coasters” will be featured at the 110th Annual
Cloverdale Citrus Fair celebrating “The Wonders of the World.”

110th
Citrus
Fair Annual Cloverdale
year’s entertainment line-up are

A

WIDE VARIETY OF FAMILY
ENTERTAINMENT WILL AGAIN

at Northern
California’s first fair of the season, Cloverdale’s Citrus Fair,
February 15-18. Included in this
BE FEATURED

“Billy Richard’s Coasters,” hypnotist Steve Bayner, the annual
Talent Show and the sensational
performers of the Cloverdale
Cabaret. Continuous grounds
entertainment will be high-

“The Valentines Gala in
Paradise” is $85 per person,
plus tax and gratuity. The event
is black tie optional with limited seating available. Tables of
eight to ten can be arranged.
“Paradise Found” wine club
members receive 15% off. For
further information and reservations for this fabulous evening,
please call Paradise Ridge
Winery in Santa Rosa at
707-528-9463.
lighted by Hoopla the Clown,
The Hildegrini Puppets, Mimi
the Clown, Washboard Willy,
and Starmakers’ Karaoke.
The Fair which is known for
its three dimensional citrus sculptures is once again on Presidents’
Weekend and is themed “Wonders of the World.” Included in
the celebration will be Wine and
Beer Tasting on Saturday and Sunday. The annual Queen Pageant
on Friday and traditional Parade
on Saturday are also celebrating
the “Wonders of the World”. The
food show will feature some of
the North Coast’s best chefs demonstrating recipes that include
citrus.
All of the fine entertainment, the carnival, arts and
crafts, and fabulous fair food add
up to an event that you don’t
want to miss. The Cloverdale
Citrus Fair, Presidents’ Weekend,
Friday through Monday, February 15-18. Take Highway 101
in Sonoma County to the Citrus
Fair Drive exit. For further information call 707-894-3992 or
www.cloverdale.com/citrusfair.

DI A BLO
Funding
Group

PHONE:
FAX:

(800) 605-5557
(925) 838-6777

NO INCOME / NO ASSET VERIFICATION / NO HASSLE LOANS
• Cash-Out Loans For Any Reason
• Debt Consolidation
• Equity Lines and 2nd Mortgages
• Lowest Jumbo Rates!

• FHA/VA/PERS
• Second Homes
• Construction Loans
• Commercial Loans

“Exclusive Commitments From a Major Bank
To Offer You Below Market Rates.”

Don’t Settle For Any Ordinary

IRA

A N E D WA R D J O N E S
Self-Directed IRA Gives You:
• Tax Advantages
• Flexibility

• Tailored Investment
• Personalized Service

Transferring Your Existing IRA Is Easy
CALL

JIM BECKER
Today For Details

707-778-7780
247 N. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA 94952

EdwardJones

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

w w w. e d w a r d j o n e s . c o m
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Urban Legends

Lights, Camera,
Action in the
Honeymoon Suite!
BY JAN HAROLD BRUNVAND

T

HIS IS NOT AN ADVICE COLUMN,

so readers don’t usually
ask me for my wisdom
about their love lives. I was
pleased, however, to receive
this letter: “I think (I hope!) that
I have an urban legend for you,”
a woman from a large city in the
East wrote me recently. “Any reassurance would be welcome.
My husband and I have taken
a suite at one of those honeymoon resorts in the Poconos for
a weekend. While I was showing the brochure to my brotherin-law, he said something about
being careful of the mirrors.
“When I asked what he was
talking about, he explained that
some friends of a friend of his
had spent their honeymoon at
one of those places. Then, years
later, while watching an adult
channel on TV in Las Vegas,
what should come on for all the
world to see but movies of their
honeymoon! They had been
made through two-way mirrors.
“Of course the suite we’ve
booked is full of mirrors, over

the bed, around the pool, etc.
I really need to hear that this
story isn’t true, and that “Betty
does Bill” (made-up names)
won’t be playing in motel rooms
across the country.”
I wrote back to assure “Betty
and Bill,” and now I am assuring
you, dear readers, that you can
take your honeymoons, first, second and so on, without worrying that you will become porno
stars. The story that couples in
honeymoon hotels are “filmed
in the act” for later screening in
X-rated movies is widely told—
but completely untrue.
I guess it’s true that many
honeymoon resorts feature mirrors, round beds, heart-shaped
tubs and pools, “theme” rooms,
etc. But research into such matters extends beyond my professional specialty in folklore.
Check for yourself if you’re
interested.
As for what goes on behind those mirrors, the popular
Pocono region in northeastern Pennsylvania seems to be

the most common resort area
where honeymooners are allegedly filmed by hidden cameras.
But the same story is told about
other resorts throughout the East
and Midwest and in vacation
centers in the Rockies and on
the West Coast as well.
Often, as in Betty’s and Bill’s
version, the films are supposed
to be made in one region for
showing in another. This, one
assumes, lessens the chance of
a filmed couple or their friends
later seeing the movies.
Some people believe that
these films are made in lowcost motel chains for showing in
such imagined sin centers as Las
Vegas or Atlantic City. Maybe this
is supposed to indicate the “price
you pay” for cheap motels.
Sometimes, it’s said that the
films are made to be shown to
later occupants of the same
suite. On these suites, there is
alleged to be a one-time-only
rule to prevent people from seeing themselves on film. Another
variation claims that the mirrored

Fourth & “Sea”

REALLY BIG BURGERS!

Send your questions and Urban
Legends to Jan Harold Brunvand in
care of this newspaper. The volume
of mail precludes individual replies,
but Professor Brunvand will respond
to incidents of general interest here.

Fish & Chips, Ice Cream and More!

phone orders welcome

food to go, open 7 days for lunch & dinner

707-762-6424

room is rented very cheaply in
order to provide a steady supply
of “performers” for the films.
None of these ideas makes
economic sense in the hotel
business. Why would hotel
managers take the enormous
risk of secretly filming guests
when X-rated videos are already
so cheap to produce?
The most common ending
for the “filmed in the act” stories
is that the couple sues the hotel
for damages. Surely they would
do so if the story were true, but I
haven’t heard of any such suits.
Further evidence of the
story’s dubious origin: I heard
from one resident of the Poconos
who had worked as a waiter in a
popular resort hotel. He told me
he was asked so often by guests
about the honeymoon-film story
that he took the question to the
president of the resort chain.
The executive told him that
every major vacation area in the
country has similar stories, and
none have ever been proved, nor
would any resort owner be so
stupid as to try such a thing.
In my opinion, the rumors
may give business a boost. The
honeymooners—or
whoever
they are—who patronize places
with “fantasy” mirrored suites
enjoy more than just the change
of decor. They also gain the delicious thrill that other people
may know or suspect what fun
they’ve been having. I suppose
we could call it a kind of imagined reverse voyeurism, which is
certainly better and more legal
than the real thing.
By the way, I recently got
a picture post card discreetly
showing a couple in the private
swimming pool of a “fantasy
suite” in a Poconos resort hotel.
The message written on the card
was simply this: “Having a wonderful time! Thank you!!! Betty
and Bill.”

101 4th St. at C, Petaluma, CA



AMERICA’S

“Carry on” with Love  February Specials

LUGGAGE DEPOT
9 Petaluma Blvd. North
778-8388
(At B Street Near McNears)

LUGGAGE & HANDBAGS
SUNGLASSES  WATCHES
ACCESSORIES


LEATHER GIFTS

Travel Goods
Gifts & So Much More

Free Gift

No Purchase Necessary



Through February 28, 2002

WITH MENTION
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14% OFF
MOST MERCHANDISE
Expires 2/28/02
With Coupon

And Let Love “carry on”...
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ARMY PVT. RACHEL C. COLLINS has arrived at Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville, Ala., to complete the explosive ordnance
disposal (EOD) training course.
The soldier will be trained to
detect, identify and disarm nonnuclear explosive ordnance, and
assist with disposal of munitions
and explosive devices, fuels and
oxidizers; assist in detecting,
researching, and identifying
chemical and biological agents,
and locate and gain access to
buried ordnance.
She is a 2001 graduate
of Casa Grande High School,
Petaluma, CA.
Collins is the daughter of
Monica J. and Ross M. Collins
of 1513 Debra Drive, Petaluma,
CA.
GRAHAM P. TWIDALE has
joined the United States Army
under the Delayed Entry Program. The program gives young
men and women the opportunity to delay entering active duty
for up to one year.
The enlistment gives the
new soldier the option to learn
a new skill, travel and become
eligible to receive as much as
$50,000 toward a college education. After completion of basic
military training, soldiers receive
advanced individual training in
their career job specialty.
Twidale, a 2000 graduate
of Casa Grande High School,
Petaluma, California, will report
to Fort Leonard Wood, Waynesville, MO., for basic training.
He is the son of Mollie A.
and James J. Twidale of 423 Brittania Court, Petaluma, CA.
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Dining Guide

Petaluma Downtown Association’s

W

Star
of
India

PRIVATE PARTIES
CATERING
SPECIAL EVENTS

•
•
•
•
•

Tandoori
Seafood
Vegetarian
Lamb Curry
Chicken Curry

LUNCH
Monday-Saturday
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
DINNER
7 Days a Week
5 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

IN THE PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER
299 No. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA

707-762-1328

SERVING DIM SUM EVERYDAY
Delicious, high-quality food for the most discriminating diner.
Winner of Sonoma County
Favorite Ethnic Food Award—Entertainment ‘97/KZST

Presidents’ Day Sale February 14-17
“The Oldest Saloon in Northern Marin”

26955 HIGHWAY 1, TOMALES, CA 94971
RESERVATIONS: 707-878-2403
DINNER: Thursday-Saturday 5-9 Sunday 4-9 BAR OPEN DAILY

SONOMA
PREFERRED
Amber Balshaw—

When the occasion calls for
the very finest, call us!
707-769-7280 • 23 Kentucky St., Petaluma, CA

Overall Rating:

WWWW

R I S T O R A N T E I TA L -

by Jeff Cox
Press Democrat

A Perfect Setting for your
Valentine’s Day Entertaining!
RESTAURANT
Always Healthy • NO MSG • We Deliver

707-778-8000

951 Lakeville St. • Petaluma Gateway Shopping Center (near Lucky Market)

Pasta • Seafood • Authentic Italian Cuisine

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED
phone: 707-782-1130
f ax: 707-782-1169

56 East Washington, Petaluma, CA

LUNCH HOURS:

11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Monday-Friday

DINNER HOURS:

5:00–9:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday
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Gift Guide

Petaluma Downtown Association’s

Presidents’ Day Sale February 14-17

Massage

SWEETHEART TRAVEL SPECIALS
Hawaii! Mexico! Europe!
Disney California Experience!

Therapy Center

Enjoy the sun on a cruise to the
Caribbean or Mexican Riviera!

OVER 15 MASSAGE TECHNIQUES

Including: Swedish, Deep Tissue,
Reiki, Shiatsu, Acupressure,
Sports & Reflexology

Purchase a gift certificate in any denomination for
use toward future travel—Airline, Train, Cruise, etc...
WHAT A THOUGHTFUL AND USEFUL GIFT!

• On-Site Massage for your event or business
• Same Day Appointments
• Gift Certificates Available
Open Seven Days a Week
• Walk-Ins Welcome

707-762-9111

Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–8 p.m.
Sunday 12 p.m.–6 p.m.

ÁÒ

172 Keller St., Petaluma, CA

AMERICA’S #1
CHOICE FOR A
LIGHTWEIGHT,
PORTABLE SPA

We always research the best
rates—whether it’s for a
cruise, a trip to Hawaii, or a
trip to Disneyland!

Flying Dutchmen Travel 707-763-5540
GOLDEN EAGLE CENTER
8 East Washington St., Petaluma, CA

Save
$400

OUR 5TH YEAR IN BUSINESS

709 Santa Rosa Ave., Santa Rosa, CA
707-528-3061

Tuscan Gardens
Invites You To Be Our Valentine!
Free Heart Topiary
with any $50.00
or more purchase.
Must mention this ad.
One per customer at $14.95 value.
Offer expires February 28, 2002.

TUSCAN GARDENS
“Accents For the Yard”

316 B. St., Petaluma, CA 94952

707-765-2993

UNION

Wishes You a Very
Happy Valentine’s Day!

WASHINGTON STREET UNION 76
440 E. Washington, Petaluma, CA 707-762-7676

A Fabulous Antique Collective
Featuring 25 Antique Dealers!

Meet Cheryl & Michele
NEW PROPRIETORS

153 Kentucky Street Petaluma, CA 94952 • 707-776-2873
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Gift Guide

Petaluma Downtown Association’s

Presidents’ Day Sale February 14-17

UNIQUE JEWELRY
BY LOCAL ARTISTS!

Choose a Special Gift
for a Special Person this
Valentine’s Day!
OV E R 19 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Lillian Cerini Ayers, Owner
G.I.A. Certified

5 Petaluma Blvd., North, Petaluma, CA 94952

Hours: Tue-Fri 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Sunday and Monday

Create The Perfect
Valentine’s Day
with...

209 Western Avenue
Petaluma, CA 94952
707-778-8277

“BLIND DATE” © AMY BROWN, FANTASY ART, INC.

HEARTS IN CRYSTAL, STONE,
GLASS, AND BOXES...

Incense, Oils, Candles, Jewelry, Art,
Crystals, Chimes, Statues and of
course Fairies and Dragons!

707-763-6155

15 Petaluma Blvd. North, Petaluma

Relaxing Moments Massage Therapy
Sibyl S. Seaton, NCMT Nationally Certified
Serving the Petaluma Area for 12 Years

GREAT GIFT for Valentine’s Day!

hh

• Swedish Massage • Reflexology
• Acupressure
• The Belavi Facial

THE BELAVI FACIAL

1 1/4 Hour $58 Reg. $65
(2) 1 1/4 Hour Facials $110
More Than Just a Facial!

Includes a 1/2 Hour Therapeutic Facial Mas-

hh

THERAPEUTIC OR
RELAXATION MASSAGE
1 Hour $45 Reg. $50
1 1/2 Hour $65 Reg. $70

h

h

Give Gift Certificates for
Valentine’s Day
Package A $99
Oasis facial with steam, mask, scrub and moisturizing
treatment plus 1 hour relaxation massage, aromatherapy, Swedish Esalen, pregnancy or deep pressure.

Package B $89 Package C $30
Warm hearts and hot stone
treatment with 1 1/2 hour
massage therapy treatment.

Special makeover
with eyebrow wax.

Mention this ad for special. Expires February 28, 2002.

410 THOMPSON LANE, PETALUMA, CA • 707-763-1572

(Relaxing drive 5 minutes from downtown) Monday-Saturday, Days and Evenings

By Appointment • Private Studio • Quiet Country Setting

Petaluma’s Oasis for Relaxation

18 Kentucky Street, Shop 40, LanMart Building 707-773-4950
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Post Dates

CITY TRANSIT

Dinner is Served Returns
to Napa Valley Eateries

T

NAPA VALLEY OPERA
HOUSE LEAGUE announces
there is still time to participate in “Dinner is Served.” This
popular fund-raiser for the Napa
Valley Opera House is bigger and
better than ever and is returning
to the Napa Valley Wednesday,
February 27th.
Twenty-eight
of
Napa Valley’s top restaurants are participating in
this very special event
which allows diners the
opportunity to experience the famous flavors
of the Napa Valley while
supporting the renovation of the
historic Opera House, set to
open in June of this year.
For $50 to $200 per person,
“Dinner is Served” diners will
enjoy a three-course meal at the
HE

Piccolino’s, The Restaurant at
Meadowood, Rutherford Grill,
Tra Vigne, Tuscany, Uva Trattoria
Italiana, Wine Spectator Greystone Restaurant, and Zinsvalley.
“Dinner is Served” reservations and tickets are available by advance purAllows diners the opportunity to expechase only. For more
rience the famous flavors of the Napa
information on “Dinner
Valley while supporting the renovation is Served,“ please call
of the historic Opera House.
the Napa Valley Opera
House at 707-226-7372.
The Napa Valley
Opera House, an historic
1879 theatre, is in the
Participating
restaurants
final
stages
of renovation and
include: Auberge du Soleil,
will
open
as
a state-of-the-art
Bay Leaf, Bombay Bistro,
performing arts center offering
Brannan’s, Brix, Cole’s Chop
top-quality music, theatre and
House, Foothill Café, LaToque,
dance. The first floor Cafe TheMisto, Napa Valley Grille, Pairs,
atre opens in June 2002 and the
Pasta Prego, Piatti Yountville,

SENIORS: $14
STUDENTS: $23
ADULTS:
$29

participating restaurant of their
choice, including tax and tip.
A portion of every dinner ticket
may be tax-deductible. Corkage fees will be waived for the
evening and many restaurants
are planning special menus
including some wine pairings.

“
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Hair Mania
• Color Correction• Highlights•
Low lights•
Perms• Spiral
Perms• Waxing•
Men• Women•
Children

ANY PERM
or Highlight

walk-ins welcome¹•¹affordable prices¹•¹open 7 days¹•¹barber on staff

132 KENTUCKY ST., PETALUMA, CA •¹707-762-6259

Have you found the perfect
school for your child?

BUSINESSES FLOURISH WITH AN ADVERTISEMENT IN
THE

THE OAKS PREPARATORY SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, January 13th, 2-4 p.m.

F O R R E S E R VAT I O N S C A L L :
PETALUMA
POST
707-762-3260
P.O. Box 493, Petaluma, CA 94953

Emphasizing the development of mind, body, and spirit, in the Catholic tradition.
• A secondary school patterned after successful prep
schools in Chicago, Boston and Washington D.C.
• Serving parents who want to raise their children to
be competent, responsible leaders.
• Rigorous core curriculum, college preparatory, and
knowledge-based.
• Commitment to the arts and sports .

F

$M5assOagFe

Grades 6-9
for
2002-2003

The Oaks Preparatory School, 100 Gnoss Concourse #1, Petaluma, CA

For information and entrance examination schedule, CALL 707-778-0400
Visit our website at: www.theoaksprep.org

Hot Tubs
Saunas
Cold Plunge
Sundeck
Massage

FROGS
415-453-7647

School Street Plaza, Fairfax
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Wine Country
Napa Valley Mustard Festival Heralds the Golden Season

T

NAPA VALLEY MUSTARD
FESTIVAL CELEBRATES its
ninth season of sensational events in the year 2002.
This two month season, during
which fields, vineyards, and
hillsides are vibrant with wildmustard in bloom, heralds the
rich, unique agricultural and
cultural bounty of Napa Valley.
The mustard season offers
a full palette of food, wine,
art, entertainment, and cultural
activities staged throughout the
world-famous grape growing
region from Saturday, February
2nd, through Saturday, April
6th.
Mustard, the condiment,
shares center stage with mustard in bloom throughout the
season. Mustard recipes appear at events; the World-Wide
Mustard Competition attracts
entrants from around the globe;
chefs compete for the titles of
Napa Valley Mustard Festival
Chef of the Year, Rising Star Chef
of the Year, and People’s Choice
Chef of the Year.
Indulge in art, music, and
exquisite foods and wines at
Mustard Magic: Une Soirée
Francaise, the opulent grand
opening event at The Culinary Institute of America at
Greystone in St. Helena on Saturday, February 2nd, at 7 p.m.
Paintings by French masters
come to life—le Moulin Rouge
et plus! Live and silent auctions
featuring travel destinations,
wine country getaways, Napa
Valley vintages, winemaker
HE

Host Winemaker 2002
Eileen Crane.

dinners, and juried works of art
will entice and intrigue.
Artwork by world famous
artist Guy Buffet is the second
in a series created especially for
the Mustard Festival. His timely
original painting, Celebrating
America, will be featured on
Mustard Festival posters, programs, and merchandise. The
original artwork will be offered
at silent auction throughout the
season, going to the highest bidder at The Mumm Cuvée Napa
Photo Finish—The Grand
Finale Event, on April 6th.
A special event to honor the

Host Chef 2002 Bob Hurley.
artist—Rendezvous avec Guy
Buffet a Domaine Chandon
will be held on Sunday February 24th at Domaine Chandon
in Yountville. Mustard Festival
supporters will have the opportunity to meet Monsieur Buffet
in person and receive a signed
2002 Napa Valley Mustard
Festival fine art poster.
Napa Valley’s Mustard
Season offers something for
everyone: Expand your art collection and meet the artists at
Napa Valley Museum and fine
art galleries during A Weekend
of Fine Art in Napa Valley on
February 9th and 10th; indulge
in Savor St. Helena, downtown
St. Helena’s romantic escapade
of food and wine tastings on
February 16th.
Experience a “cook’s paradise” at culinary emporium Dean
& DeLuca’s Mustard Festival
Tasting of Gold Medal Winners
on February 23rd; taste an array
of gourmet products at Cravings
Creations at Cravings Napa Val-

ley Vintage 1870 in Yountville on
February 23rd and 24th; enjoy
Pairings & Pourings, sumptuous
mustard menus paired with Hess
Collection wines, at downtown
Napa restaurants throughout the
season.
Get acquainted with world
champion mustard makers, taste
entries in the Napa Valley Mustard Festival Mustard Recipe
Competitions, and vote for the
People’s Choice Chef at The
Awards on March 15th at Clos
Pegase Winery in Calistoga.
Celebrate the season and
discover the best of Napa Valley
food, wine, and art at The Marketplace, the Festival’s signature
event, at Napa Valley Exposition
in Napa on the weekend of
March 16th and 17th. Mustards
from around the world will be
showcased alongside regional
food, wine, and art.
Bid on rare and unique
wines at ¡Ole Mostaza! on
March 16th, a live auction to
benefit Napa’s River School at
Robert Mondavi Winery; take
part in A Taste of Yountville,
a community-wide open house
with tastings, demonstrations,
and entertainment on March
23rd; enter to win the ninth
annual Napa Valley Mustard
Festival Photography Contest
at Mumm Cuvée Napa (contest
deadline is March 23rd). Get up
early for Blessing of the Balloons at Domaine Chandon in
Yountville on March 24th; golf

Mustard Festival 2002 Poster Art by Guy Buffet.
on Silverado’s lush championship South Course in the Smothers European Mercedes-Benz
Napa Valley Mustard Festival
Golf Benefit on April 5th; view
mustard fields while aboard the
Napa Valley Wine Train, and
much, much more!
Wrap up the season and
dance until you drop at The

“
”

Mustard, the condiment, shares center stage
with mustard in bloom
through-out the season.

Mumm Cuvée Napa Photo
Finish at Mumm Cuvée Napa
in Rutherford on Saturday,
April 6th. The season’s beauty,
captured by photographers who
enter the ninth annual Napa Valley Mustard Festival Photography Contest, will be on exhibit.

Food, wine, and music will fill
the winery and hospitality center. This grand finale event is one
of Napa Valley’s most exuberant
parties of the year.
Mustard Festival events
provide unique opportunities to
experience the beauty of Napa
Valley’s golden season. Sample
superb culinary fare and sumptuous wines; enjoy luxurious sojourns in historic wine country
communities; and attend events
from casual to black tie.
The Napa Valley Mustard
Festival is a non-profit community service organization. Events
are presented by Visa USA Inc.,
ABC 7, KGO Newstalk AM 810,
Sunset Magazine, the San Francisco Chronicle and American
Airlines. Proceeds benefit Napa
Valley non-profit art, historical,
and educational organizations.
For further information
call
707-259-9020;
visit
the
Festival
website
at
w w w. m u s t a r d f e s t iva l . o r g ;

Dennis Franz at Mustard Festival 2001.
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Business
ABOUT
YOUR
MONEY

BY JIM BECKER

What new tax benefits
will affect us in 2002?

T

HE TAX

RELIEF ACT OF 2001
provides more than the
rebate checks many of
you received this past summer
or fall. It includes provisions
that could impact your financial
security, from college savings
to retirement planning. The act
provides many tax benefits to
individuals, including: education savings incentives, tax
rate reductions, increased IRA
contribution limits, increased
contribution limits on 401(k)s
and other employer-sponsored
Retirement plans, increased
child tax credit, marriage penalty relief and reduced estate
tax rates.
RETIREMENT PLANNING
For the first time since 1981,
the contribution limit to an
individual retirement account
(IRA) has changed. You now
can make a $3,000 contribution
(up from $2,000) to your Roth
or traditional IRA. That figure
will increase incrementally until
2008, when the annual IRA contribution will be $5,000.After
2008, IRA contributions will be
adjusted in $500 increments annually for inflation.
And if you are at least 50
years old, you may be able to
make catch-up contributions to
your IRA. Increasing your contributions means more security
during retirement. An eligible
married couple could contribute $7,000 in 2002.
The new legislation also
will increase the contribution
limits on your 401(k) and other
employer-sponsored retirement
plans.
COLLEGE SAVINGS
Education IRAs have a new name,
Coverdell education savings accounts and a new annual contribution limit of $2,000, up from
$500. By maximizing your annual
contribution, you’ll make that college savings fund grow faster.
Qualified state tuition plans
or 529 plans have become
very popular, and that popularity just may grow. Earnings are
not taxed as they accumulate
and significant amounts can be
contributed. And as a result of

this new legislation, earnings
that were previously taxed can
be withdrawn tax-free to pay
for higher education expenses
beginning in 2002.
SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS
Another provision in this sweeping legislation is the incentives
given to small business owners
looking to start company-sponsored retirement plans for their
employees. Business owners with
100 or fewer employees can receive a tax credit of up to $500
during each of the plan’s first
three years when establishing a
new qualified retirement plan in
2002.
Additionally, the $1.35 trillion tax-cut bill offers an increase
in the child credit, provides marriage penalty relief, eliminates
the death tax by 2010, and provides for both short- and longterm economic growth.
MORE INDIVIDUAL BENEFITS
IN COMPANY RETIREMENT
PLANS
Contribution limits for plans
such as 401(k)s, 403(b)s, 457
plans and salary reduction SEPs
increase to $11,000 in 2002 and
continue to increase in $1,000
increments annually until the
limit reaches $15,000 in 2006.
Thereafter, the limit will be
adjusted annually for inflation.
Contributions to SIMPLE IRA
plans will increase to $7,000
for 2002 and increase in $1,000
increments each year until the
limit reaches $10,000 in 2005.
After 2005, the limit will also be
adjusted annually for inflation.
The compensation limit that
restricts contribution amounts
to employer-sponsored plans
will increase to $200,000 in
2002 and will be adjusted annually for inflation. This change
will primarily apply to highly
compensated individuals participating in employer-funded
plans such as 401(k) plans,
Defined Benefit Pension Plans,
SEPs, Profit Sharing and Money
Purchase Pension Plans.
To briefly recap, this new
legislation helps Americans plan
better for today and tomorrow.
So remember to take advantage

Product
Development
Workshop

P

r oduct

Devel opment ,

A TWO AND A HALF HOUR

WORKSHOP
which covers research and protection of
intellectual property including
copyrights, trademarks and patents will be held on Wednesday,
February 13th, from 10 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. at the Redwood
Empire Small Business Development Center (RESBDC), 606
Healdsburg Avenue in Santa
Rosa. The $50 registration fee
per person also includes the
workshop, “The Business Plan”
within 90 days.
“Product
Development”
will be lead by Steve Schneider,
small business consultant and
coordinator of the Sawyer Center. This workshop will provide
services and resources to sustain
the inventive process and general business development.
The Redwood Empire Small
Business Development Center is
hosted by Santa Rosa Junior College through the California Community College Chancellor’s Office, with funding from the U.S.
Small Business Administration
and the California Technology,
Trade and Commerce Agency.
For more inforrnation, call (707)
524-1770.

WOMEN’S
HISTORY
MONTH
Is Coming To
THE POST
in March!

CHECK CENTER
•Checks Cashed •
 Payroll Advances707-781-9333155 Petaluma Blvd. N.
KHALID
P
 etaluma, CA¹94952
A L I  BRANCH MAN-

LARGE USED
MONITORS
17”–32”

$125

and Up!!!
•
•
•
•

Printer, Faxes and
Multi-Function
Printers Cleaned
and Serviced

Networking
Upgrades
Financing Terms
Rent-To-Own PCs/Laptops

26 4th Street @ B Street
Petaluma, CA 707-766-7350

HOURS:
M-F 9-5:30
Sat. 10-2

WELLS FARGO

Wishes You A Happy
Valentine’s Day!

Rene Meza, Branch Manager
125 Western Ave.
Petaluma, CA 94952
PHONE:
FAX:

707-762-4588

707-765-6959

Jil Merenco, Branch Manager
373 S. McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94955
PHONE:
FAX:

707-763-9779

707-765-9006
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Backstage with
Mickey Rooney
BY BILL SOBERANES

I

grew up being a Mickey
Rooney fan, and along with
Petaluma photographer Edy
Samson, I finally met him at this
year’s Sonoma County Fair.
While I sat and chatted
with Mickey backstage Edy shot
a series of pictures of Mickey
with me. Edy spent more time
chatting with Mickey’s wife, Jan
Chamberlain, than I. Jan got
the mistaken impression that
Edy was my wife and said to
Edy, “Hmm, Mr. Soberanes has
a young wife.”
Our close-up look at
Rooney came when we were
given backstage seats. Although
Rooney seemed a bit tense
while waiting to go on, a remarkable thing took place when
he stepped on stage. The crowd
roared and cheered as the leg-

Ermine,” was in the Army as an
entertainer during World War
II, coming home as Sergeant
Rooney; went to Washington,
D.C. and met Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt during fund raising
for the March of Dimes. I knew
he worked with a multitude of
stars but I wasn’t aware of how
end of the acting world bowed many of the greats he appeared
with and knew on a first-hand
and addressed his fans.
The 90 minutes of entertain- basis. These stars reigned from
ment he and his wife put on the days he played “Mickey Mcdisplayed his tremendous abil- Guire.” Although it had little to
ity as a showman, that started do with Rooney, I was reminded
when the 82-year-old Rooney that, when I was very young,
made his debut in show busi- people used to chant: “My name
ness at age 2. Although I have is Mickey McGuire, I live on the
toughest street in town,
and the farther down you
Rooney’s career saw him
get the guys get tougher,
working with many legends,
and I live in the last
but there’s no doubt his favorhouse on the block.”
ite was Judy Garland.
No actor and probably no one alive has
been associated with as
many exciting people
as Rooney. I even found
been an avid Rooney fan, I found
out
that,
when he was a young
out there were many intriguing
things about him I didn’t know. nightclub performer, Al Capone,
In 1927he played a midget with the most notorious person in
Colleen Moore in “Orchids and the bootlegging era, was a fan

“

”

Mickey Rooney and Bill Soberanes.

Best of Bill

By Bill Soberanes

columnist-peopleologist

This article originally appeared in the
Petaluma Argus-Courier. Bill Soberanes’
column and “My Fascinating World of
People” appear regularly in the Argus-Couof his. Rooney’s career saw
him working with many legends, but there’s no doubt his
favorite was Judy Garland. At
the fair he showed film clips of
them together. Along with Edy, I
thought his impression of Jimmy
Durante was the real highlight
of his performance, and again
the fans roared with approval.
Mickey Rooney’s career
ranged with such glamorous ladies as Jean Harlow to Marilyn
Monroe to his many wives, Ava
Gardner being the first. As a
star, Rooney has outlived greats
like Clark Gable and not only
a multitude of celebrities, but
also the greatest legends of the
acting world, most of whom are
long gone.
To name all the 147 feature
movie appearances, plus tworeelers, and the Mickey McGuire
shorts would take a large book.
Among them, “Boys Town” with
Spencer Tracy and “National
Velvet” with a young Elizabeth
Taylor were my favorites. I was
a great fan, too, of the 17 Andy
Hardy series, and I recall such
actors as Ann Rutherford, Lana
Turner, Judy Garland, June Preisser, Kathryn Grayson, Esther
Williams, Donna Reed and
Bonita Granville, all of whom
became big stars. I remember
Lewis Stone as Judge Hardy and
Faye Holden as Andy’s mother.
Rooney not only appeared
with the legends that have never
been replaced, he proved in his
showing at the Sonoma County

Fair he’s still one of show businesses’ all-time bright stars. His
wife Jan is a tremendous singer,
and as Edy put it, she was very
courteous during their meeting.
Among the many amazing
things about Rooney, his ability
to enchant not only the older
fans, but also the younger ones.
From my back stage observation point, I had a good chance
to notice how people from
a mixed generation cheered
Rooney just as they have done
for around 80 years. Holding
audiences for such a long period of time shows that Rooney
is a multi-generation star from
the last century and who’s still
a living legend in the present
century.
It was P.T. Barnum who
coined the phrase: “The circus
is the greatest show on earth.” I
feel very correct in saying there’s
no business like show business
and that Mickey Rooney’s career is and still is unparalleled in
show business, and that no star
in the entertainment world has
been involved with such a long
line of famous people.
(Columnist Bill Soberanes is the
founder of the International People
Meeters-People Finders Club. He’s
met hundreds of celebrities and local
personalities during his long newspaper career. Each week he shares one
of his stories in the Argus-Courier.)

Happy Valentine’s Day
FROM

CALL NOW To Reserve:
1-800-ITS-LIMO (487-5466)
www.snclimos.com
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Theatre

Spreckels Presents Dallas Black Dance Theatre

J

DUNNING OF THE NEW
YORK TIMES has written, “Dallas Black Dance Theatre goes
for the beat, the thrust and overall excitement of jazz dancemagnetic presence.”
Keidron Dotson of the Richland Chronicle said, “Whether
touching the hand of royalty or
extending a child’s imagination
to explore, DBDT continues its
tradition of nurturing the seed
that grows in all people, and
stepping ahead in their hearts.”
With February being Black
History
Month,
Spreckels
Performing Arts Center and
Sonoma State University Associated Students Productions are
proud to present the critically
acclaimed Dallas Black Dance
Theatre February 15th, for one
performance only, in the Nellie
W. Codding Theater, Spreckels
Performing Arts Center.
Dallas Black Dance Theatre
celebrates its 25th season as the
oldest, continuously operating
professional dance company in
Dallas. The ensemble, a contemporary modern dance company,
consists of 13 professional dancers performing a mixed repertory
of modern, jazz, ethnic and
spiritual works by nationally
and internationally acclaimed
choreographers. The list of choreographers include Alvin Ailey,
Talley Beatty, Donald
Byrd, Alonzo King, Milton Myers, Elisa Monte,
Donald McKayle, Kevin
Jeff, George Faison,
Gene Hill Sagan, David
Parsons and Darryl B.
Sneed. The company’s
talented dancers have
studied, trained and performed
with some of the pre-eminent
performers and teachers in the
American dance world.
Founded in 1976 by Ann
Williams, the mission of DBDT
is to provide dance opportunities for minorities and to bridge
cultures through performance
and educational programs. With
an ever-expanding national and
global audience, the company
ENNIFER

has moved far beyond its original goal and employs a diverse,
multi-ethnic troupe of dancers
performing for audiences of
all ages and backgrounds. That
diversity has propelled the company to prominence as the only
full-time professional dance
company in Dallas.
Ms. Williams has directed
the DBDT from its start as a
community-based, semi-professional organization to a full
professional dance company.
She is also a founding member
of the Dallas Dance Council,
The International Association of
Blacks in Dance, and The Dallas
Morning News Dance Festival.
She received her early training
under Barbara Hollis, a member of the Katherine Dunham
Dance Company, Edith James,
Doris Humphrey and Charles
Weidman. She received additional training under Alvin Ailey
and Arthur Mitchell.
The company’s touring season includes national and international venues. These consist
of major concert performances,
educational workshops and
outreach programs that have
included the 1996 Olympic
Arts Festival in Atlanta, Georgia,
Lincoln Center’s Out of Doors
Festival in New York City and
the Festival International in Mat-

Edmond Giles (rear), Armando Silva (middle), and Darrell Cleveland (front).

choreographed by Hope Clarke
to the music composed by the
late jazz icon Miles Davis. The
production opened at the Kennedy Center to sold-out crowds
and afterwards toured Texas,
Montana, Utah, Washington,
Pennsylvania, and New York.
Dallas Black Dance Theatre will appear in Spreckels
Performing Arts Center’s Nellie
W. Codding Theatre, Saturday,
February 15, 2002,
Dallas Black Dance Theatre goes for the
at 8 p.m. Tickets are
beat, the thrust and overall excitement of
$18 full, $14 senior/
jazz dance-magnetic presence.
student,
$12
for
groups of twelve (12)
persons or more and
a special price of $11
for Sonoma State Uniamoros, Tampaulipas, Mexico. versity students. Tickets can be
International
performances purchased at the Spreckels Box
include tours to Great Britain, Office, located at 5409 Snyder
Spain, Italy, Sicily and Peru.
Lane in Rohnert Park, and at the
DBDT also toured South Sonoma State Student Union
Africa in 1998 in an education Box Office, also located in Rohexchange to the cities of Johan- nert Park.
nesburg, Soweto and other South
Tickets can also be purAfrican townships. In 1999, the chased by phone by calling
company performed its newly 707-588-3400 (Spreckels Box
created production of Gershwin Office) or 707-664-2382 (SSU
“Miles Davis—Porgy and Bess,” Student Union Box Office).

“

The Spreckels Box Office
is open Tuesday-Saturday from
12-5 p.m. For more information
about this event please contact
Gene Abravaya, Spreckels Marketing Manager, at 707-5883429 or Bruce Berkowitz, Program Coordinator for Sonoma

”

Advertise in the P E TA L U M A P O S T

CALL TODAY: 707-762-3260 P .O. Box 493,
Petaluma, CA 94953

State University
Associated Dream Theatre
The
American
Students, at 707-664-2815.
Presents Brains on Vacation

S

SHORT, FUNNY PIECES,
including “Radio Tradio”
by Cam Perry at the Subud
Center, 234 Hutchins Avenue,
Sebastopol, February 1st-23rd.
Fridays and Saturdays at 8:00
IX

p.m. Admission is $10. For information call 707-823-1878.
Find out what happens
when brains go on vacation...
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Theatre
women;

Lee’s

sister

Dixon

a mate, and Lee’s aggressively

Cinnabar Theater Presents The Chemistry of
Change

T

HE SURREAL GOTHIC COM-

”The Chemisty of
Change,” presented by
Quicksilver II Theater Company
at Petaluma’s Cinnabar Theater,
is possibly the best new play
that’s never been heard of.
In a “Leave It To Beaver”
meets “Faust” environmont,
Lee (Corisa Aaronson) is the
iron-willed matriarch of a
1950’s family that goes way
beyond dysfunctional. She is
an abortionist and a gold-digger by trade, already married 8
times, with an eye out for number 9. She meets a rough-andtough carnie named Smokey
(Chris Murphy), who just may
be Satan himself, a demon who
finally achieves a state of grace
through love and who is by far
the best soul in the entire list of
characters playwright Marlane
Meyer has assembled in this
two-hour black comedy.
Set in Long Beach, California, mostly in the backyard,
the overcrowded matriarchal
house-hold includes two other
EDY,

oldest, is a charming drunk, Far- trol, becoming vulnerable...and
ley (Kristi Jacobs) is a card-play- is also about knowledge—how
ing layabout unable to get out
we come to know things about
of his pajamas, and eighteen- ourselves through knowing othyear-old Shep (Alex Sell) who ers.”
sees marriage and fatherhood
“The Chemistry of Change”
as an escape and who has just is lively offbeat entertainment
impregnated his diminutive 38- filled with fast-paced wit and
year-old biology teacher who
sharp dialogue. Audiences
may or may not be a dwarf.
will not soon forget this weird,
Directed by Cinnabar vet- mixed-up family, and will cereran Chris Murphy, the cast
tainly hope no one like them
includes some of the most im- ever moves in next door!
portant movers and creators
“The Chemistry of Change”
of the Sonoma County theater
plays February 8, 9, 15, 16, 22,
scene. Murphy and mollie boice
23, 28 & March 1st & 2nd at 8:
were co-founders of Actors The- 00 p.m.; matinees are February
atre, Lonnie Dean co-founded
17th & 24th at 3:00 p.m. All
the old Marquee Theater as well performances are at Cinnabar
as Studio Be, and
The Chemistry of Change includes
Corisa Aaronson
some of the most important movers
is
co-founder
of
Muse
of
and creators of the Sonoma County
Fire, one of the
theater scene.
county’s newest production
companies. This
is the first time
they all share the stage in their Theater, 3333 Petaluma Boulevard North, Petaluma, CA.
long histories here. The set was
Ticket prices are $17 general,
designed by Aloysha Klebe, and
$14 senior, and $12 youth 18
costumes were designed by
and under. The play is recomChris Pinney.
mended for ages 15 and up.
When discussing the play,
Call the Cinnabar Box office
director Chris Murphy offered
at
707-763-8920
to order tickthis quote, from the Gospel According to St. Thomas, “If you ets with a Mastercard or Visa, or
bring forth what is inside you purchase tickets in person 10:
00 a.m.-10:00 p.m., Mondayit will save you. If you do not
bring forth what is inside you Friday. Log onto the website at
www.cinnabartheater.org.
it will destroy you.” Playwright
Marlane Meyer, in an interview
with Mame Hunt, said, “The
play is about relinquishing con-

“ ”

“The Chemistry of Change” cast clockwise from left: Lennie Dean,
John Rustan, Corisa Aaronson, Kristi Jacobs, mollie boice, and
Chris Murphy.

(mollie boice), who likes gambling but never wins and likes
sex though she’s never found

anti-male daughter Corlis (Lennie Dean). There are also three
sons; Baron (John Rustan), the

Give
Your
S

weetie
Leave it to Beaver Meets Faust in thethe Best S UGARFunniest Play YouÕve Never Seen
FREE C hocolates!
February 8 - March 2

CINNABAR THEATER
3333 Pet. Blvd. N. Petaluma
cinnabartheater.org
707-763-8920

®

PETALUMA VILLAGE
FACTORY OUTLET2200

Petaluma Blvd. No. Suite 410Petaluma,
CA 707-778-2120
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Music
Music of the Mediterranean
by the Antonio Calogero Ensemble

T

HIS

INNOVATIVE

WORLD

MUSIC AND JAZZ ENSEMBLE

features original works
performed by some of the most
gifted contemporary instrumentalists. Italian guitar master Antonio Calogero, hailed by the Los
Angeles Times as an “evocative
sound painter” teams up with
Grammy Nominee Paul McCandless, fretless bass extraordinaire Michael Manring, and the
internationally recognized AfroCuban percussionist Michael
Spiro. This exceptional quartet
performs music that embodies
the spirit of the Mediterranean,
yet transcends all music boundaries.
Italy’s Antonio Calogero is a
bright light in the new generation of acoustic guitarist-composers. Drawing on folk, jazz,
classical and world music influences, his passionate original
style combines highly articulate
melodies with unique chord
changes. Although he composes for both nylon and steelstring guitar, Antonio’s rigorous
classical guitar training imbues
his performance with insight

Antonio Calogero brings his ensemble to Spreckels February
16th.
and precision. After performing
for 15 years in Europe, he has
been winning recognition and
praise in the U.S. since 1994 as
a solo artist and regularly fea-

tured guitarist of International
Guitar Night tours, sharing the
stage with guitar luminaries
such as Ralph Towne, Gerardo
Nunez, Paulo Bellinati and Alex

Evolution of the Blues Concert

T

Store in Santa Rosa, and Backdoor Disc and Tape in Cotati.
Sponsored by SRJC’s Arts
and Lectures and Multi-Cultural Events Committees, the
concert is presented by Smith
and Bowker Productions and is
supported in part by the Sonoma
County Blues Society. The event

FORD BLUES BAND, GUICHRIS CAIN, AND THE
REDWOOD EMPIRE ROOTS
REVIEW will perform at the ninth
annual “Evolution of the Blues“
concert, Thursday, February 14,
at Santa Rosa Junior College.
The concert
The Ford Blues Band was formed in
will begin at 7
the late 1960s by Ukiah brothers Patp.m. in Burbank
rick, Robben and Mark Ford.
Auditorium
on
SRJC’s
Santa
Rosa
campus.
Tickets are $10
in advance and
is part of SRJC’s Black History
$12 at the door. A $2 permit
is required to park on campus. Month celebration.
The Ford Blues Band was
Advance tickets are on sale at
formed in the late 1960’s by
SRJC’s Community Education
Office on the corner of Elliott Ukiah brothers Patrick, Robben
Avenue and Armory Drive in and Mark Ford. The band was
first recorded in 1972 by Chris
Santa Rosa, The Last Record
HE

TARIST

“

”

Strachwitz for his Arhoolie
label. The latest release, entitled
“A Tribute to Paul Butterfield,”
was released on Patrick Ford’s
own Blue Rock’It label.
Santa Cruz based guitarist
Chris Cain, who has received
four W.C. Handy Awards, was
nominated for a Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle Award for
his original score for the 1997
play “Thunder Knocking on the
Door.” His latest release, also
on the Blue Rock’It label is a
tribute to B.B. King called “Cain
Does King.”
The Redwood Empire Roots
Review features Sarah Baker,
Willy Jordan, Soul Joy, The Blue
Collar Blues Band, Bill Noteman, Volker Strifler, and Dr. Joel
Rudinow. For more information
about the “Evolution of the
Blues” concert, contact SRJC’s

de Grassi. Antonio has two solo
guitar cds to his credit (Caleidoscopio on DDD records and La
Rosa del Deserto on Acoustic
Music Records,) and he just
finished a new recording for
guitar, bass and percussion coproduced by Alex de Grassi.
Paul McCandless, a pioneer
of modern instrumental music,
has brought a soaring lyricism
to playing and composing that
has been integral to the sound
of two seminal world music
bands: the original Paul Winter
Consort, and the relentlessly innovative quartet, Oregon.
Michael Manring is one of
the most inventive bass players
in the world today, having developed an entirely new approach
to the instrument. Using unusual
tunings and extended techniques, his music blends exotic
tonalities and rhythms with an
extraordinary lyrical sense.
Michael Spiro is an intemationally recognized percussionist whose extensive
knowledge of the history of AfroCuban music blends perfectly
with his skillful and tasteful
playing.
The Antonio Calogero Ensemble will appear in Spreckels
Performing Arts Center’s Nellie
W. Codding Theatre, Saturday,
February 16th, at 8 p.m.. Tickets
are $22 full, $19 youth/senior.
Tickets can be purchased at the
Spreckels Box Office, located
at 5409 Snyder Lane in Rohnert
Park or by calling 707-588-3400.
The Spreckels Box Office is open
Tuesday through Saturday 12-5
p.m. For more information about
this event please contact Gene

Fretless bass extraordinaire
Michael Manring,
Abravaya, Spreckels Marketing

Afro-Cuban percussionist Michael Spiro.

Pioneer of modern instrumental music, Paul McCandless.

Your family deserves the
highest quality drinking water.
®

Offers you a choice!

CALL TODAY: 707-545-1330

• Spring, Purified, Fluori- • Makes 30 gallons of high
dated and Distilled Water quality drinking water
in easy to lift 3 and 5 gallon per day! Rent or purchase
bottles. Sign up for bottled a Reverse Osmosis Drinkwater service and receive ONE ing Water System and your
MONTH COOLER RENTAL INSTALLATION IS *FREE!
*FREE and TWO CASES OF
DRINKING WATER *FREE!

James Fisher and Son, Inc.
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Since Culligan Dealers are independently operated, offers and participation may vary. Subject to credit approval. *Basic installation
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The Arts
OPPOSITES
ATTRACT

T

CULTURAL ARTS COUNCIL
GALLERY OPENS THEIR 2002
EXHIBITION YEAR with a
show featuring the recent work of
artists, Marg Starbuck and Nicolas van Krijdt. This collaboration
presents a current body of work
by these two major artists for the
first time in Sonoma County.
Starbuck’s paintings reflect
her attachment to nature. In
her large work painted with her
hands, her images emerge on the
canvas as abstract, dynamic color
and form. Van Krijdt’s forms are
also elemental and responsive
using simple materials such as
zinc, steel, wood and beeswax.
Starbuck is now living in
Northern California after many
years working and exhibiting
in the Los Angeles area. Van
Krijdt has returned to his native
California after nine years in the
Detroit area. He was one of five
sculptors recently chosen for the
Vineyard Creek Development in
Santa Rosa.
The show opens Saturday,
January 26th with a reception to
meet the artists from 4-7 p.m. and
continues through March 8th.
There will also be an opportunity
to dialogue with the artists about
their work on Saturday, February
23rd from 3-5 p.m. Both events
are free to the public.
The Cultural Arts Council
Gallery is located at 602 Wilson Street in Railroad Square in
downtown Santa Rosa (corner of
7th and Wilson). Gallery hours
are Monday-Friday 12-5 p.m.,
Saturday 12-4 p.m. For more information call: 707-579-ARTS
HE

Photography by Jane Baron.

Nepal Photo
Exhibit at
SRJC’s Petaluma
Campus

A

N EXHIBIT OF PHOTOGRAPHS

INNER DOLPO, a
remote area of Nepal
on the Tibetan plateau, by local
photographer Jane Baron, will
open Monday, February 4th, at
the Mahoney Library on Santa
Rosa Junior College’s Petaluma
campus.
Dolpo, a pristine land inhabited by some of Asia’s most
culturally intact Buddhists, was
opened to trekking in 1990. This
series of photographs captures
moments from this challenging
and breathtaking trip through
a dramatic, austere landscape
with a culture that could be
described as contemporary medieval. Photographer Jane Baron
teaches in SRJC’s Art Department and exhibits in the annual
OF THE

Sonoma County ARTrails. Since
1994 Baron has been working
with the idea of combining
photographic technology with
the skills and experience of traditional art media.
The exhibit is sponsored by
SRJC’s Arts and Lectures Committee and the Friends of the
Petaluma Campus. For more
information, contact the Mahoney Library, 707-778-3974.
Admission is free; however, a
$2 permit is required to park on
campus. SRJC’s Petaluma campus is located at 680 Sonoma
Mt. Parkway in east Petaluma.
The exhibit will continue
through February 28th. A reception to meet the artist will be
held Wednesday, February 6th,
from 6-8 p.m. The Mahoney Library is open Mondays through
Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.,

Shoeshine Stand, The South © 1936 Walker Evans

Selected Images and
Lyrical Landscapes at
The Barry Singer Gallery

T

EXHIBIBARRY SINGER
GALLERY will be opening
Saturday, February 2nd and
continuing through Saturday,
March 16th. Bill Schwab will be
present for the Artist’s Reception
on Saturday, February 2nd, from
5:00–7:00 p.m.
The legendary Walker Evans
is generally acknowledged as
America’s finest documentary
photographer, and the artist who
more than any other created the
vision Americans have of the
Great Depression of the 30’s.
In 2000 a major retrospective
of his work was shown at the
San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, having originated from
New York’s Museum of Modern
Art. On view at the gallery will
be a number of Walker’s best
known images.
Bill Schwab’s contemporary
landscapes are most often night
photographs which are subtle

in their luminosity and convey
a sense of quiet calm. Schwab
is from the midwest and communicates memorable vistas,
whether photographing there or
on the California coast.
Located in picturesque Petaluma, California, the gallery is
forty-five minutes north of San
Francisco, at the entry to the
Sonoma/Napa wine country. In
addition to these exhibitions,
Barry Singer Gallery continues
to offer masterworks of vintage
photography, as well as a growing inventory of outstanding
international and local contemporary material. The gallery is
located at 7 Western Avenue,
Petaluma, CA. Gallery hours are
Tuesday through Saturday, 11
a.m.–6 p.m., and by appointment. Admission is free. Visit our
website www.singergallery.com
to view the exhibition.

What is the relationship between one thing and another?
What ties things together? An
art show of relationships; a set,
a kind, a match, a pair, a duo,
from real to imagined, capture
the essence.
Hand-delivered entries will
be accepted at SCA on Monday,
March 11, between 3 & 6 p.m.,
entries by 35-mm slides or pho-

tos must arrive by 5 p.m. on or
by that date. Entry fees are $10
per entry for nonmembers, $6
per entry for members (membership is $35 annually), maximum
of 3 entries per artist. Awards:
Merit Awards, and $100 Best of
Show. For prospectus send SASE
to Sebastopol Center for the Arts,
6780 Depot Street, Sebastopol,
CA 95472.

WO

CONCURRENT

TIONS AT THE

Couples Capture the Essence of Relationships

S

EBASTOPOL

ARTS

CENTER

INVITES

FOR THE

ARTISTS

TO

to “Couples.”
The show opens on March 28th
and runs through April 28,
2002. Open to California artists
working in all media, the show
will be juried by Clayton Bailey,
artist and professor emeritus,
California State University,
Hayward.

Advertise in the Petaluma

SUBMIT WORK
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www.massageincofcotati.com

MASSAGE INC
We Provide the Following Services:
• Deep Swedish $60 for 1 hour
• Deep Tissue $75 for 1 hour
• Sports Massage
• Couples Massage
• Facials

Gift Certificates Available

Special
OfferSWEDISH
MASSAGE
$54.95 FOR 1 HOUR

AT OFFICE HELPER!

Choosing an office
products supplier
...made easy:
• Wide Selection...no, make that HUGE selections of items.
Call our pros with your unusual requests.
• Prompt Delivery...of your entire order the next business
day. Free. No matter how small.
• Great Prices Everyday...the service and selection don’t
cost extra.

NEW!!!!

OFFICE HELPER now carries
the LATEST RELEASES in Baseball, Football
and Basketball Cards—All at Discount Prices!
•
•
•
•

707-792-0555 • 800-792-0555 • 325 E. COTATI AVE., SUITE D • COTATI

Don’t compromise with
the club stores and office
products chain stores.
The locally-owned and
operated clear choice is...

Brands Like:

Topps Finest Football
Fleer Skybox Basketball
Leef Football
Donruss Football

PHONE:

1 3 30 Ross St., Petaluma, CA
8 00-640-4442 F A X : 800-933-7964
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Nature

Goose-goose of
Shollenberger Park
BY

NORRIS (BOB) DYER

T

HIS IS A TRUE STORY OF A
DOMESTIC

GOOSE,

TOLD

IN TWO PARTS.

The first
part tells how the goose came
to be at Shollenberger Park in
Petaluma. The second belies the
old saying that “birds of a feather
stick together.” It shows there
can be companionship between
species, in this case, a Toulouse
Goose (domestic), a Black Swan
(a transplanted species from
Tasmania) and a Canada goose.
The danger when viewing the
behavior of other species is to
anthropomorphize, assigning
human attributes that lie strictly
in the eye of the observer. There
may be some of that in this account, but when there is no logical alternative interpretation to
what one sees, denying love or
joy clearly in view, is a greater
sin, I believe.
PART I
Our characters have names
but they are neither pets nor
captive, but free. Goose-goose
will be the focal point, a “farm”
goose abandoned at Shollenberger Park. As docent I’m told
of many park problems, and in
July 1999, an elderly couple
told me of this large goose they
had found walking the center
white stripe of adjacent South
McDowell Blvd. When rousted
into the park it had refused to
stay but had limped back to the
street, looking to become an apparent accident victim. I went
out on the street, spotted the
goose, and also “whooshed”
it towards the water, yelling
“Goose, goose, goose, etc.”
It finally got the idea and
stayed within the park confines.
Months later, the goose proved
herself female, so that’s how I’ll
refer to her from this point on.
I named her “Goose-goose”
and after a few weeks or so
of frequent staggering around
the parking lot like a drunken
sailor, she finally settled into the
left of the two channels that “Y”
from the park entrance. Against
the principles of many serious
birders, I started feeding her
whole-grained breads because
she was not a wild bird but a
farm creature that found sanctu-

ary in the park, and became a
resident. Another factor was the
lack of green vegetation because
of summer. I would not attempt
to feed wild birds at the park,
on the other hand, at any time.
Goose-goose also has a definite
limp, and a breeder has advised
me that it might be more harmful to try to remove her, given
her hollow leg bones, than just
leave her be.
The months have become
several years, and she has turned
into a park mascot, but actually
acts more like a grandame. She
continues to enjoy wheat bread,
but always retains a respectable
distance, which is good. You cannot hand feed Goose-goose! She
does show her appreciation with
little grunts of pleasure between
bites. A lady told Jim Hoch, a
friend who has helped me with
feedings from the beginning, that
the goose had originally been
found walking in Petaluma Market parking lot in July by another
lady, then wrapped in a blanket
and dropped off at the park.
Who knows, Goose-goose may
have been only hours away from
becoming a pate. Sylvia Mavalwalla, of SB Farms on Lynch
Road finally classified Goosegoose as a “Toulouse Goose”
from a photo I brought her.
Goose-goose quickly learned
to answer to her name. She’ll
answer me enthusiastically from
as far away as a half-mile, especially around breakfast time. In
late 1999, precisely when I was
telling a fellow Audubon member that the goose could not fly,
he turned to me and said “Isn’t
that the goose flying overhead
right now?” So she does sometimes fly, and while doing so
usually honks loudly—perhaps
a warning to those camped too
closely to her intended landing
spot. For a long time, aside from
breakfasts, she lived primarily a
solitary life, but that would
change in 2000, as we’ll see.
By November 1999, morning feedings (now, usually
cracked corn and whole wheat
bread, and sometimes lettuce)
had attracted a few other park
residents, including a hybrid
mallard with a blue bill, we

named “Ol’ Blue”. Blue insisted
upon leaping into the middle of
the corn pile while everyone,
including the goose, normally
quite non-threatening, tried to
remove him forcefully (markings
indicated he was a male). Ol’
Blue’s working philosophy was
that he could hog down a lot of
corn during the 10-15 seconds
he could stand being pecked,
and those busy pecking couldn’t
get any while attacking! (Blue
was known to several long-term
park goers as being at the park
for at least 3-4 years—thus the
“Ol’.”) Blue has learned some
manners along the way, and
still shows up for an occasional
morning repast, sometimes with
his current hen in tow. See photo
next page.
In January 2000, Goosegoose tried cozying up to a pair
of mute swans. Mute swans,
also called “Cinderella swans”
because the species originated
in Europe, can be nasty creatures in breeding season and
the male will attack anything
he suspects is intruding on his

Goose-goose, the Toulouse Goose.
vast territory or blundering too
closely by him or his mate. They
are still beautiful creatures and
of much interest to park-goers.
Ignorant of his predilections
and at the beginning of breeding season, Goose-goose soon
found herself being chased
through 50 yards of channel
and reeds and thoroughly pummeled by Herr Swan before she
learned to keep her distance. It
was an early indication to me
that she sought company with
larger birds, as substitutes, I assume, for other Toulouse geese.
The poet, e.e. cummings,
wrote: “may my heart always be
open to little birds who are the
secrets of living…” What hap-

pened next is that Goose-goose
discovered Spring and promptly
did what other female birds
were doing, going to nest (see
photo). She picked a berm at a
right-angle to the trail. Jim and I
found her and slogged through
50 yards of damp weeds every
day or two and left her corn
and bread, albeit greeted only
with goose hisses. What to do,
we wondered? After all, there is
no such thing as a swoose, even
assuming goose had “fallen” for
the male swan.
(continued on page 26)
(continued from page 25)
We found out that goose
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Chelsea
Antiques

Nature

A collective featuring a wonderful selection
of decorative antiques and collectibles,
architectural and garden items in three buildings.

OPEN 10-5:30 DAILY
148 Petaluma Blvd. No., Petaluma, CA 707-763-7686

Antiques and Collectibles Make
Wonderful Valentine’s Gifts!

Sienna

Featuring antiques with the look and
feel
Breakfast, Goose-goose, Ol’ Blue, etc.

eggs take 28-35 days to hatch,
and Sylvia Malawalla warned
that Goose-goose might sit on
the barren eggs until she died
of malnutrition if we did not
intervene. So in March, after
giving her the benefit of the
doubt, Jim and I took action.
While I shooed her off the nest,
Jim grabbed the eggs, and took
them away. The eggs, of course,
were no good. Goose-goose
was upset, but within a day or
two, left the nest, and regained
her strong breakfast appetite to
help replace some of the lost
goose fat. No grudges, it ap-

peared.
In June, Goose-goose found
more amiable companions. The
annual Canada goose Gathering
and Nestathon had been productive and there were about 75 geese
with 40 or so goslings at a slight
bay in the park where freshwater
runs off the left side channel.
Goose-goose took up camp
and by deferring to the adults,
was not hassled. She even appeared to act as a part-time gosling sitter, and I saw her being
followed by a number of the
young as she swam across the
central pond.

These Canada geese may
well be a local flock, which
over several generations no
longer has a leader that knows
how to migrate. In any case, as
vegetarians, they leave Shollenberger in the early summer,
when the lush vegetation has
gone, and when the goslings
can make at least short hops.
The mute swan pair that breeds
at the park also leave with their
cygnets then, even if they have
to troop southeast from the park
to Gray’s Field where there are
still eatable grasses.
In mid-July, Goose-goose
disappeared. Jim Hoch and I
thought she had flown away
with the Canada geese with
which she liked to forage. On
August 5th, she suddenly reappeared in the left channel, eager
for cracked corn and bread. We
finally figured it out. Someone had noticed her in Gray’s
Field with the geese. She had
flown that far, but when they
left for some local golf course,
or Farmer Jones’ pasture, she
returned to her Home. This pattern would reoccur in 2001.
In November 2000, a black
swan arrived and Goose-goose
and the swan would establish a
very close and special relationship. That relationship would
come under stress in late 2001
when an orphaned Canada
goose arrives at the park.
CONTINUED
ISSUE.

Goose-goose on the nest.

119 Petaluma Blvd. No., Petaluma, CA 707-763-6088
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MARCH

Petaluma’s First
Choice Stop

PETALUMAN
Steve Vincheni
at the Piano Bar
Tuesday–Sunday

HOURS:

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
LUNCH: 11:00 Mon.–Sun.
FULL DINING & COCKTAILS:
Until 12:45 Monday–Saturday
Until 11:45 Sunday

415-924-1500 • 415-924-2081
1585 Casa Buena Drive, Corte Madera CA 94925

Happy Valentine’s Day!
THE FIRST EDITION

212 So. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA
In the Washington Square Center

707-775-3200
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Petaluma
Pete
BY RICHURD SOMERS

Valentines Day:
The truth is finally told

P

ETE ASSUMES MOST FOLKS
DON’T KNOW THE HISTORY

OF VALENTINE’S DAY. For
those of you who wish to be a
hit at the fabulous Valentine’s
Day festivities this year around
our fragile globe, keep reading.
Were there really two St.
Valentine’s or were they the same
person, and if so, who cares? Two
legendary martyrs may have lived
in the 3rd century in Rome. One
may have been a Roman priest
and physician—sort of an Ivan
Turgenev type. Ivan was born
in 1818 and was one of the first
Russian authors to portray peasants (peasants, not pheasants) as
worthwhile human beings rather
than slaves. But enough about
Ivan. You want to know about
these saintly guys—right?
The Roman priest and physician who may have suffered
martyrdom during the persecution of Christians by the Roman
emperor Claudius II Gothicus
may have been buried on the
Via Flaminia. Pope St. Julius I
reportedly built a basilica over
his grave. But since this is now
a road and the basilica was
obviously torn down to make
way for progress, this poor saint
is now under asphalt, if he was
even a real person.
The other guy may have
been the Bishop of Terni. One of
Pete’s encyclopedias states that
many believe the two stories are
simply different developments
of the same original account
and refer to only one person.
Who cares?

On the other hand, St.
Valentine’s Day as a lovers’ festival and the modern tradition of
sending valentine cards have no
relation to the saints but, rather,
seem to be connected with the
Roman fertility festival of Lupercalia (February 15)—or with
the mating season of birds. This
is true.
Pete’s belief is that people
saw what birds were doing and
wanted a day that made it legal
for them to go into the woods
with whomever and do it. But
back to today’s lesson.
The history of greeting cards
being exchanged is much easier.
This was a marketing ploy by a
genius possibly named Hal
Mark and has no connection at
all with the two St. Valentines
or with any known incidents of
their possibly fictitious lives. Is
this easy reading or what?
The Valentine greeting card
was probably the first greeting card and the paper version
dates back to the 16th century.
Hand-painted copperplates were
produced around 1800 to meet
the large demand by people
who wanted a permanent card
to send to those with whom they
wished to accompany them into
the woods. Copperplates were
soon replaced by lithographs and
woodcuts to cut costs. However,
to this day, people still believe
that copperplates are much
easier to locate previous trysting spots. Pete believes this is
more than enough information
for today.

Counseling You Can AffordFor the Help
That You Need Immediate Appointments Available

City Streets:
A War Zone?

U

NKNOWN TO THE GENERAL
PUBLIC,

a Taliban leader
was recently brought
to Petaluma to see how Americans live.
“Look at everything we
have,” he was told. “We have
heat, air conditioning, running
water, electricity, electrical devices, television, an efficient
sewer system, and many modern
conveniences. You have nothing
like this in Afghanistan.” Then
the car he was riding in hit a
pothole, and he hit his head on
the roof of the vehicle.
“Yes,” he admitted, “but our
streets are better.”
“Never mind that,” we told
him. “You can see that you
would have no chance if you
attacked our country.”
“We would never attack
Petaluma,” he replied, eyeing
the potholes. “Not with all those
anti-tank ditches you have everywhere.”
He had a point. There are
potholes in our town so large
you need a guide to get in and
out of them. One on Payran
Street is so deep that a Petaluma
resident swears he saw Tom
Sawyer and Becky Thatcher in
there. There are a couple of potholes in town so deep that travel
agencies are offering mule rides
down to the bottom. There’s
even a plan to swap one of the
potholes for Lafferty Ranch, but
that probably won’t fly.
A government survey shows
that (1) California has the worst
roads in the nation, and (2) Petaluma has the worst streets in the
state. If you’ve lost any relatives
recently, you might look at the

The
Devil’s
Advocate
BY JOE TINNEY

bottom of one of the potholes,
and chances are they’ll be there.
You might wonder how this
happened, when you see how
our super-sharp politicians have
handled the energy crisis and
the projected water shortage.
With such intelligent advance
planning, it’s a mystery how this
could have occurred.
Now we’re told it’s because
we haven’t paid enough tax.
California has an income tax, an
estate tax, sales tax, gasoline tax,
luxury tax, use tax, real estate
tax, personal property tax, transfer tax, travel tax, excise tax, cigarette tax, alcohol tax, and a tax
tax. So you can see they hardly
have any money to fix the roads.
Now, there are those who say
Californians pay more in taxes
per person than almost anywhere
else in the U.S., but they’re missing the point. The funds were
diverted to the Friends of the
Bureaucrats Retirement Fund in
the bureaucrat crisis.
When this problem was
brought to the attention of local
authorities, they responded to
the crisis by voting many dollars to study the problem, which
usually fixes everything. Somehow this didn’t work this time,
and no one can understand
why. Now they’ve come up with

a bond issue to fix the roads
(translated: Petaluma will pay
through the nose). Because of
the tremendously efficient way
the city has managed our money
in the past, Petalumans are sure
to rush to the polls to tax themselves further for this one.
There are others who blame
Cal-Trans, claiming that they
have two dufuses in the office for
every worker who fixes roads,
but that’s not true. Cal-Trans has
only one dufus in the office for
every one on the road. This far
surpasses private paving companies, who are so inefficient they
have only one office worker for
every three or four on the road.
After all, what do you want
your gasoline taxes to go for—
pavement?
But this isn’t a Cal-Trans
problem, it’s a city problem, and
we are confident that the City
Council has come up with the
perfect solution for it. There is a
rumor that city crews have even
been sneaking around and fixing
the potholes the past two weeks.
Oops, wait. The Friends of the
Eel River group just completed
a study that proves conclusively
that paving Petaluma streets will
kill all the steelhead in the Eel
River. Maybe we’d better use the
money for a study, instead.

Saturday, April 27, 2002

WATCH FOR
“Moosic, Magic & Make-Believe”
For a parade application send a self-addressed legal size envelope to:

PETALUMA PEOPLE SERVICES CENTER 1500A Petaluma
Blvd. So., Petaluma, CA 94952707-765-8488

BUTTER AND EGG DAYS PARADE DIRECTOR
#7 4th St. Suite 61, Petaluma, CA 94952

Join Our 24th A nniversary
Celebration!!!
OUR FRIENDLY STAFF (left to right)Back Row: Jen & Taylor,
Jordan, Audrey, Josh, Tiffany, Quinn, Robin D., Kelly,
Stephanie, LeanneMiddle Row: Michael, Jesus, Robin B.,
Lizbeth, Maggie, Estela & BrandonBottom Row: Leopoldo,
Sergio, Cherie, Rogelio, Felipe, Reid, Tim, Eloy

41 Petaluma Blvd. North,
Petaluma(2nd Floor overlooking Beautiful Downtown
Petaluma)Open Daily at 11:30 a.m.¹¹Sundays at 4:00

707-763-3897Serving

p.m.

Petaluma For Over 6/25th
of a Century!

A PIZZA SO GOOD THEY NAMED A CITY AFTER IT!

la maison
Home Furnishings
Accessories & Gifts
Open 7 Days a Week
Interior Decorating
(by appointment)


49 Petaluma Boulevard No., Petaluma, CA
“Under the Clock Tower”
at the corner of Western Ave. & Petaluma Blvd.

707-773-2900

HOURS: Monday-Saturday 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

