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Snow Queen in
The Nutcracker

Petaluma School of Ballet Presents

The Nutcracker
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Premium Wines
Celebrate the Holidays and
Bring
In The New Year With Our

• Produced in Limited Quantities
• Harvested From Single Vineyards
• Respected Appellations in California & Italy
SPECIALS EVERY WEEK &
GREAT HOLIDAY VALUES!
SAVE 5% ON 3 BOTTLES
SAVE 10% ON 6 BOTTLES
SAVE 15% ON FULL CASE
Mon-Thurs 11-7 • Friday 11-9 • Satur-

1390 N. McDowell Blvd., Suite D,
Petaluma, CA
(IN ORCHARD SHOPPING CENTER)

WWW.VINOPREMIUMDISCOUNTWINES.COM

WE’VE MOV E D !

After 30 Years at 3695 Petaluma Blvd. No.,
Batemon Meats Has Moved To:
Agius Country Market at 4701 Bodega Ave.

Plan now for the holidays and stop in to visit our new location.
We feature Boneless Ham, Crown Roast, fresh Rosa and Willybird
Turkeys, Prime Rib aged to perfection, and Reichardt Duck.

Coming Soon Joe’s A-1 Fresh Bakery Goods

BATEMON MEATS
707-762-7253
AGIUS COUNTRY MARKET AND DELI
707-765-3970

OPEN 7 DAYS • 4701 Bodega Ave. Petaluma, CA
(4 miles west of Downtown Petaluma at the corner of
Skillman Lane and Eucalyptus at Bodega Ave.)

It’s Worth
Finding This Gem!

1/2 OFF Breakfast or Lunch

From Our Regular Menu with 2 Beverages
(WITH MENTION OF THIS AD IN THE POST.

CASH ONLY. NO TAKE OUT. EXPIRES

JOIN US
FOR HAPPY HOUR
in our Beer Stuben
Everyday Until 6 p.m.
Delicious Free Appetizers
& Six Great German
Beers On Tap

1-31-03)

Rotisserie Specialties
Grilled Sandwiches

Dinner Specialties
Served All Day
Monday to Friday
11 a.m.–6 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday
8 a.m.–2:30 p.m.

1370 Redwood Way, Petaluma, CA
(Off Old Redwood Hwy. behind OSH in Redwood Business Park)

phone: 665-9547 fax: 665-9607 www.steinsgrill.com
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CEALO, A NATIVE
JAPAN, IS A BUDDHIST

AYUNA
OF

MONK

REVERED

WIDELY

IN MONASTIC ORDERS IN JAPAN AND

BURMA. Cealo first visited Burma
as a tourist in 1994 and traveled
to one of Burma’s most spiritually
charged sites, a holy mountain
called Kyaik-htiyo. After his visit
to the mountain he returned to a
hotel in Yangon. There a Buddhist
monk appeared to him in a vision, and told him that he would
return to Kyaik-htiyo and he
should give alms to those in need
as he ascended the mountain.
Later Cealo returned to
Burma and climbed Kyaikhtiyo
Mountain where he encountered a monk who had been told
in his meditations to expect him.
Cealo’s teacher greeted him at
the monastery and immediately
initiated him as a monk. Upon

Spirit, Mind & Body

“

having the unique qualities of
a saint in that he brings peace,
spiritual blessings, good fortune
and healing to those who are in
his presence. His compassionate and loving nature, and his
willingness to share untiringly of
his time and energy for the welfare of all beings, has endeared
him to many. His joy and happiness are contagious, and anyone
fortunate enough to spend time
in his presence is effortlessly
brought to a higher level of
consciousness.
Cealo travels from Japan to
his monastery in Burma several
times a year to continue his
charitable work. He also travels
to Cambodia to provide support
to street children. He distributes
tons of rice, cash, clothing,
medicine and blankets to those
in need. He provides ongoing

“

There a Buddhist monk

He distributes tons of

appeared to him in a

rice, cash, clothing,

vision, and told him

medicine and blankets

that he would return

to those in need. He

to Kyaik-htiyo and he

provides ongoing

should give alms to
those in need as he as-

support to several

cended the mountain.

orphanages and

”

”

monasteries.

the initiation Cealo spontaneously began chanting the sacred
mantras which he had never
heard before in this life. In
subsequent meditations he has
remembered former lifetimes
as a monk in Burma. From the
moment of his initiation, Cealo
became spiritually transformed
and has experienced great spiritual evolution since that time.
Through his advanced spiritual state and charitable works
he has become well-known
in Burma. Cealo is revered as

support to several orphanages
and monasteries.
Cealo’s divine mission is to
lead people to their true selves.
He believes the United States is
destined to become a symbol of
peace in the world. His mission
and the energy he brings to it are
unique and may never have been
available to the world before.

BAY AREA
PUBLIC TALKS
Gayuna Cealo’s
Teachings Are Universal:

San Rafael
Friday, December 6th
7-9 p.m.
Open Secret Bookstore
923 C Street

“Buddha does not point
just to the enlightened one.

BERKELEY
Saturday, December 7th
7-9 p.m.
Northbrae Community Church
The Parlor
941 The Alameda
(near Solano Avenue)

A person,
when he is on the right path
for a moment,
in that moment,
he is within Buddhahood.
To have a big aspiration
without attachment,
to experience
the here and now
without suffering,
is being
on the path of the Buddha.”

Gayuna Cealo at the Grand Canyon, Arizona. (Photo courtesy of Jacqueline Miller.)

Cealo In Bay Area December 6th-8th

SEBASTOPOL
Sunday, December 8th
5-7 p.m.
Open Hand Yoga Studio
7151 Wilton Avenue
Suite 103
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Spirit, Mind & Body
Journey Into
Myanmar With Cealo
BY VALERIE SKONIE

I

T HAS BEEN EXACTLY TWO WEEKS
SINCE

I

RETURNED HOME FROM

MY TRIP TO ASIA. The highlight of my travels was an eight
day journey into the country of
Myanmar where I traveled under the guidance of a Buddhist
monk, known in this country
simply as Cealo. Although Cealo
has been ordained as a Buddhist
monk, his story is quite different
from that of the typical Asian
monk.
Cealo was born in Japan
where he became a prominent
businessman. Eight years ago his
life changed dramatically during
a vacation in Myanmar, which at
that time was known as Burma.
It was there that Cealo visited
the sacred mountain known as
Kyaik-htiyo (pronounced Chaitiyo), or the “Golden Rock.” Later
that evening, a Buddhist monk
appeared to him in a vision and
told him that he must return to
Kyaik-htiyo and give alms to
those in need as he climbed the
mountain.
When Cealo returned to
Kyaik-htiyo as he had been
guided, he was met by a monk
who had been anticipating his
arrival. It was there in the monastery at the top of the mountain
that Cealo was initiated as a
Buddhist monk. After he was
ordained, the complicated
chants that were part of his new
monastic tradition immediately
became familiar to him without
the need for training. This was
the beginning of a period of
“remembering” that took place
over several months. In the eight
years since his ordination, Cealo
has come to be regarded as a
living Buddha among people in
both Myanmar and Japan.
Cealo did eventually return home to Japan, but only
to transfer his obligations and
give away his personal possessions. He now divides the major
portion of his time between Asia
and the United States, spreading
his message of love and direct
action throughout the world. In
February of 2001, Cealo was
guided to come to the United
States for the first time.
Although he speaks very little English, he has found his way
into the hearts of many people
here. Cealo’s first stop was San
Francisco, where he very quickly

Gayuna Cealo at the Grand Canyon, Arizona.
(Photo
courtesy
of Jacqueline
Miller.)
encountered people who
were
divine
purpose
in his becoming
prepared to help him reach others
a monk and that he has some
in the area. Although he regularly
connection with Buddha. When
visits several cities throughout
asked whether he follows the
the country, Northern California
path of the Buddha, he replies,
is now blessed to be one of the
“Only Buddha follows Buddha’s
most frequented stops during
path. Cealo follows Cealo’s
his travels in the U.S. Reports of
path. And each person must find
spiritual awakenings, physical
his or her own right path. All
healings and other transformative
paths are meant to be different.”
experiences are common among
Cealo’s intention is to release
those who have been in his pres- people from suffering by helpence. His message is simple and
ing them find the right path.
appeals immediately and directly
His joy was obvious as he
to one’s heart.
delivered tons of rice, medicine,
Cealo’s magnetism is ap- clothing, blankets, candy and
parent when you watch the
school supplies to people throughway that he moves through the
out Myanmar. He counsels that
world. In parts of Asia, 90% of
one should not do these works
the population follows the path
out of sympathy for others, but
of Buddhism. Although the sight
rather to do them because they
of a monk in public places is
bring joy into your own life,
common, Cealo attracts a crowd
“You should do these things bewherever he goes.
cause you love to see the smilHis teaching comes, not
ing faces and the beautiful eyes
only from what he says, but also
of the people who receive your
from the entire field of his en- gifts and your support.”
ergy. I learned many important
Delivering gifts to the people
teachings from Cealo, simply
of Myanmar is not an easy task,
by watching the way he accom- although Cealo seems to acplishes his work. It is my own ex- complish his work with ease.
perience that Cealo works with
Traveling by bus we were barely
people “Soul to Soul.” By this
able to cover 100 hot and humid
I mean that each of us always
miles in eight hours on the ruggets exactly what we need from
ged, bumpy roads. There were no
the encounter, as long as we are four-star hotels or quaint country
able to let go of our personal de- inns awaiting our arrival on our
sires and expectations.
Cealo’s own life story conF
tains a remarkable teaching in
$5 OF
trust and the power of destiny.
It is said that when Cealo was
three years of age he had a very
serious accident. At that time his
mother was advised that her son
had a spiritual destiny and that
he ought to be sent to a monastery for training. His mother
dismissed the advice, saying that
she preferred that he grow up
with the opportunity to become
a success in the business world.
Keeping the scriptures from him,
she was able to direct his fate in
this way for many years.
But Cealo’s destiny was not
to be deterred. The year that
Cealo traveled to Myanmar,
there was little doubt that it was
time for his life to change drastically, and for him to manifest the
fulfillment of his spiritual destiny.
Cealo says that he has no
desire or attachment to the
robes of a Buddhist monk. It
seems that there has been some

age

Mass

Hot Tubs
Saunas
Cold Plunge
Sundeck
Massage

FROGS
415-453-7647

School Street Plaza, Fairfax

pilgrimage. Instead we slept on
monastery floors under mosquito
netting to protect us from the relentless seasonal insects.
Despite the discomforts of
our travels, no one complained
and only one person fell ill during the trip. In fact, the journey
was filled with the joy of Cealo’s
teachings and the beautiful smiling faces of the people who
awaited us at each of our stops.
It’s safe to say that the lives of
every one of the seventy people
from the United States and Japan who traveled with Cealo in
Myanmar have been changed
forever.
Cealo has recently expanded
his work into Cambodia where
he is directing his energy toward
creating shelters for children who
have been forced to live on the
streets. His work has recently
attracted the support of the Cambodian Royal Family, as well as
the President of Cambodia. Miracles seem to happen around him
and his attention is rewarded by
incredible opportunities for effective action that seem to come
out of nowhere, such as the creation of a non-profit foundation
dedicated exclusively to support
Cealo’s work created earlier this
year. The Foundation for Global
Harmony is headquartered in
Menlo Park, California.
Cealo will return to the San
Francisco Bay Area December
6th through 11th, and plans to
return again sometime early next

year to guide a retreat. During
his visit, Cealo is scheduled to
give public talks in San Rafael,
Berkeley and Sebastopol. He’s
also available for healings and
personal meetings during that
time. Cealo’s insights in a private session are profound and
unique. They powerfully address
your particular spiritual, psychological and physical state.
For more information about his
schedule, visit his website at
www.cealo.com or contact Jacqueline Haller at: The Foundation for Global Harmony at 650366-4290. Valerie Skonie can
be reached at: The Empowerment Network, 141 Glenwood
Court, Santa Rosa, CA 95405,
707-542-5222 or by email at:
vjs@monitor.net

Counseling You Can AffordFor the Help
That You Need Immediate Appointments Available

PETALUMA PEOPLE SERVICES CENTER 1500A Petaluma
Blvd. So., Petaluma, CA 94952707-765-8488

Massage

Therapy Center

OVER 15 MASSAGE TECHNIQUES
Swedish, Deep Tissue, Acupressure,
Reflexology, Shiatsu, & Pregnancy Massage
• Prices Start From $20
• Couples Massage in Same Room
• Same Day Appointments
Ask For Our
• Gift Certificates Available
Weekday Special!
• Walk-Ins Welcome
Open Seven Days a Week

707-762-9111
172 Keller St., Petaluma, CA

Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9 p.m.
Sunday By Appointment

ÁÒ
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Spirit, Mind & Body
The Family Connection Works Wonders
Daily
guidance as needed, and assists
for Peace and Justice, and was

T

he Famil y Connect ion

IS

AN AWARD WINNING PROGRAM

OFFERING

YOU

THE

OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE A REAL DIF-

SONOMA
CO. FAMILY. This pioneering program seeks to break the cycle
of homelessness by providing a
unique support system for homeless families.
A team of 3-5 trained volunteers from the community are
matched with families who are
leaving homeless shelters. The
team, the family and a case manager commit to working together
for up to one year on the family’s
goals. These can include locating
housing, finding low- or no-cost
furnishings and clothing, coaching for job interviews, completing
a college application, celebrating
birthdays, and having fun. The
case manager helps resolve differences, provides professional
FERENCE IN THE LIFE OF A

with locating community resources. The heart of the program
is creating the support network
that enables the entire family—
parents and children—to thrive.
Volunteers do not provide
financial assistance or shelter,
yet, remarkably, over 90% of
the families in the program are
still in their homes at the end of
the year.
The Family Connection receives support from United Way
of Sonoma/Mendocino/Lake,
local businesses, social and religious groups and the generosity
of individuals like you. They also
have been awarded the Community Foundation of Sonoma
County De Mayo Grant. They
have received the City of Santa
Rosa Merit Award, the Golden
Rule Award from the J.C. Penney Company, the Community
Organization of the Year Award
from the Sonoma County Center

a citationist for the President’s
Points of Light Award.
You can help The Family
Connection by serving on a team
for up to one year. As a volunteer,
you receive community and
cultural diversity training that
emphasizes
communication,
listening and positive helping
skills. You can also help with
fund-raising, special projects
and public relations, or help with
volunteer recruitment by hosting
an informational meeting at your
place of business, club, church
or synagogue, or your home.
Donations to The Family Connection are tax-deductible. The
organization is volunteer-driven,
and strives to keep overhead low
so your donation directly benefits the families they serve.
Please send donations to: The
Family Connection, 608 1/2
Morgan St., Santa Rosa, CA 95401

Quality Montessori Education
Readiness • Enrichment • Responsibility

Part Week & Full Week
Mornings or Afternoons
3/4 Day or Full Day
6:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Montessori
LITTLE OAKS Teachers
are DDS qualified,
have college degrees and
Montessori certificates.

VOTED BEST
PRESCHOOL
by Sonoma County
Independent Readers’ Poll

Spanish, Piano, & Recorder
Ballet, Movement & Music,
Nutritious Breakfasts & Snacks
Parent Education Programming

Junior Preschool
18 Months to 3 Years
Unique 1:6 Teacher-Student Ratio

River Child Care Services
Helps West County Kids
coastal areas.
Thrive
Mende is particularly ex-

A

FTER NEARLY A YEAR WITHOUT
HELM,

A

LEADER

AT

THE

WEST

COUNTY’S
NON-PROFIT AGENCY RIVER CHILD
CARE SERVICES (RCCS) HAS HIRED
REGINA MENDE AS ITS NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. Mende is looking
forward to both the rewards and
the challenges the job offers, and
is committed to carrying out the
agency’s values by ensuring that
high quality child care services
are not only available, but accessible to every family in West
County.
For more than 25 years,
RCCS has been offering child
care referral services for all families, subsidized child care for
qualified low-income families,
and support services to families
and child care providers in western Sonoma County Some of its
support services include counseling, sick child care, a clothing
exchange program, and parent
education workshops. The recent purchase of the building
RCCS has rented for 23 years as
its offices guarantees the agency
a continued presence on Church
Street in Guerneville.
RCCS recently received
two state grants to recruit Spanish-speaking family day care
providers, and to train existing
providers to work especially with
infants, toddlers and children
with disabilities. Another agency
goal in the upcoming year is to
seek additional funding to expand such outreach to child care
providers and families in outlying

ABOUT TIME!
New Portable Spa
$2495

Preschool & Kindergarten

#T140 Energy Efficient
Plugs into 110 Volt Electricity

3 Years to 6 Years
Unique 1:9 Teacher-Student Ratio
Full Day, A.M. or P.M.

707-528-3061

WISH US HAPPY
A N N I V E R S A RY
A S W E C E L E B R AT E
OUR 10TH YEAR
I N PE TA LU M A !

www.littleoaks.com

715 Petaluma Blvd. No., Petaluma, CA • 707-763-3235
LIC. # 490111406

709 Santa Rosa Ave., Santa Rosa

cited about the recent reopening of its Kindergym program at
the Guerneville Veteran’s Hall.
Serving children from infancy
to age 5, Kindergym provides
an opportunity for children to
participate in a variety of selfdirected activities using gymnastics mats, balls, riding toys, and
small climbing structures, as well
as circle-time activities led by
child development specialists.
Discontinued last spring due to
budget cutbacks, this well-loved
program once again will be open
for three sessions Monday and
Tuesday mornings each week.
The agency’s many programs
are funded by renewable county,
state, and federal grants. However, providing these important
services has taken its financial
toll, as the temporary closure of
the Kindergym program attests.
RCCS must increasingly rely on
donations to subsidize general
program operations, offer scholarships to low-income families,
and provide special events and
field trips. The important role
it plays in the community has
not gone unnoticed, and a few
organizations have stepped in
to help. This past spring, RCCS
was chosen as a recipient of
Whole Foods Market’s Community Support Day in Sebastopol,
and Guerneville’s Russian River
Resort included the agency as a
recipient in its annual celebrity
pie-throw fundraiser.
RCCS works closely with
other agencies to provide comprehensive services to local
families, including: West County
Community Services, West
County Health Centers, Sonoma
County Mental Health, and
4Cs (its sister agency, offering
resource and referral services to
the rest of Sonoma County).
Please send tax-deductible donations to: River Child Care Services, P.O. Box 16, Guerneville,

LIFESOURCE
Professional Life Coaching
Is Growing Richer Lives

BALANCE • GROWTH • AUTHENTICITY

eam Wit
r
D

h

Pam Bell
1-800-689-9672 (ext. 66)
pamelabell@mindspring.com
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Dance
It’s Nutcracker Time Again

T

NORTH BAY PERFORMING
ARTS ASSOCIATION PROUDLY
PRESENTS
THE
CONTESSI
BALLET’S 16TH ANNUAL PRODUCTION OF THE Nut cr acker Bal l et .
This ballet is a visual delight
where the Christmas tree grows,
mice carry swords, toy soldiers
come to life, and a 14-year-old
girl dreams of traveling to the
Land of the Sweets with her
Prince (who looks just like the
handsome youth that attended
her parent’s Christmas party)
where they are entertained by
dancers from around the world.
The ballet is choreographed
by Marcella Contessi Smith and
this year features a breathtaking
Pas de Trois as Clara is forced to
leave her Prince and return home
with Uncle Drosselmeyer.
Megan Hess dances the part
of Clara, David Henry dances as
Uncle Drosselmeyer, & Noah
Kopp joins Contessi Ballet for
the first time as the Prince.
This ballet is the event for
the young and the young at heart
to find the Christmas spirit in
memorable music and enchanting dancing.
North Bay Performing Arts
Association is a California NonProfit organization dedicated to
HE

“

Petaluma City Ballet &
Petaluma School of Ballet
Present Their Holiday
Treasure, The Nutcracker

T

HE SIXTEENTH ANNUAL FULL
LENGTH STAGE PRODUCTION

OF THE HOLIDAY FAVORITE,
The Nut cr acker , WILL BE PERFORMED at the Evert B. Person
Theatre on the Sonoma State
University campus.
Go see this treasure and
start a wonderful family tradition. This annual holiday event

“

Join Clara on her
journey through the
crystalline world of the
Snow Queen and the
Sugar Plum Fairy’s
Candy Kingdom with
Tchaikovsky’s beautiful
music.

”

Megan Hess, David Henry and Noah Kopp in the Northbay
Performing Arts Association Contessi Ballet Production of “The
Nutcracker.”
providing performing arts and
opportunities to children and
adults of Sonoma County.
Performances will take place
in the Evert B. Person Theater

Contessi Ballet’s Nutcracker is a visual delight where the
Christmas tree grows, mice carry swords, toy soldiers come
to life, and a 14-year-old girl dreams of traveling to the Land
of the Sweets with her Prince where they are entertained by
dancers from around the world.

”

features professional dancers
from the Bay Area and semiprofessional dancers from the
Petaluma City Ballet. Choreography includes the Snow Pas
de Deux by Shannon Chain,
formerly of the American Ballet
Theater. New choreography by
Ann Derby and Zoura O’Neill

will premier in Act Two, the
Candy Kingdom.
The balance of the cast
of seventy dancers are from
the Petaluma School of Ballet
and are drawn from Petaluma,
Rohnert Park, Cotati, Windsor,
Novato and Sonoma. Each year
over 2,000 audience members
are enthralled by this magical
ballet for the whole family.
Join Clara on her journey
through the crystalline world of
the Snow Queen and the Sugar
Plum Fairy’s Candy Kingdom with
Tchaikovsky’s beautiful music.
Performances will be on December 20th at 7:30 p.m., on December 21st at 1:30 p.m. and 7:
30 p.m. and on December 22nd
at 1:30 p.m. Pre-sale tickets
are $18 for adults and $11 for
Students, Seniors, and children
12 and under. Tickets are also
available at the door. For information or for group tickets,
call 707-765-2660. Tickets may
also be purchased at: Petaluma
School of Ballet, 110 Howard
Street, or The Dance Shop on

at Sonoma State University on
Saturday, December 14th at
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. as well as
Sunday, December 15th at
2 p.m. Tickets can be purchased
on the Nutcracker Hotline at
707-765-2833, or at the door,
on the day of the performance.
Ticket prices are Adults $14
in advance, $18 at the door.
Seniors (65 and older) and
Children (12 and under) $9 in
Advance, $12 at the door. For
more information contact:
Barbara VanCleave Smith, 510643-4171 or 707-765-2833.

Hand Painted Italian Ceramics
from Deruta & Orvieto
Italian & French Linens
French Ceramics • Santon Dolls • Jewelry
Gourmet Foods & More
Complimentary & Customized Gift Wrapping
Gifts For Any Budget • Customized Gift Sets
Worldwide Shipping

Collectibles, Antiques,
Toys, Glass &
Used Furniture
Stylists Tina,

Krisha, & Eduardo
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Walk-Ins Welcome • Se Habla Espanol 707-763-1200
1A 4th St., McNear Building Under Reade Moore Used Books

20% OFF TO DEALERS

In The Great Petaluma Mill

1510 Bodega Ave,
Petaluma, CA

707-283-0166 www.hausfortuna.com

707-762-6742
1.2 miles west of Historic Downtown

6 Petaluma Blvd. No., Petaluma, CA

SUN-MON 11A.M.-5P.M. MON, TUE., & SAT 10A.M.-6P.M.
THURSDAY & FRIDAY 10A.M.-8P.M.

T H E P E TA L U M A

Dance

Rebecca Wilson performs in “A Gathering of Dances” presented
December 6-8 at Sonoma State University Dance Studio.

Murphy Hart, Jason Sherbundy, Alyssa Powers and Craig Mason in the “1940s Radio Hour” presented by Pacific Alliance Stage Company through December 15th.

“A Gathering of Dances” at
SSU
S
S

T

HE

“The 1940’s Radio Hour,” A Musical That Swings

T

HE SPIRIT OF THAT BYGONE
ERA WHEN THE WORLD WAS
AT

WAR

AND

POP

MUSIC

“THE CHATTANOOGA CHOOCHOO” AND “BOOGIE-WOOGIE
BUGLE BOY” is accurately captured in this marvelously theatrical and award-winning show.
It’s December 21, 1942. The
popular radio show, The Manhattan Variety Cavalcade, is
broadcasting live from the Hotel
Astor’s Algonquin Room while
its producer struggles with one
hilarious disaster after another to
keep it on the air.
The New York Daily News
called The 1940’s Radio Hour
a “Totally exhilarating hour of
singing, dancing and funny commercials.” ABC-TV said, “This is
fun with a capital F.U.N.”
A 10-piece orchestra raises
the roof on this perfect holiday
treat written by Walton Jones.
The production opened October
7, 1979 at the St. James Theatre,
New York and ran for a total of
105 performances.
The musical will be directed
by Michael Grice, who has
MEANT

directed on Broadway and OffBroadway and in many regional
theatres around the country.
Grice has been the Artistic Director for this company since its
inception in 1990.
The popular radio show,
The Manhattan Variety
Cavalcade, is broad-

“

casting live from the
Hotel Astor’s Algonquin
Room while its producer struggles with one
hilarious disaster after
another to keep it on the
air.

”

The music director for the
event will be Jason Sherbundy,
who will also appear in the
production as bandleader Zoot
Doubleman. Mr. Sherbundy has
been musical director for many
theatrical productions throughout the Bay Area.
The Pacific Alliance Stage
Company is now in its 13th
year. In that time it has presented

or produced over 60 different
theatrical events for a total of
700 performances and has won
numerous Dramalogue, Drama
Desk, and Dean Goodman
Choice Awards for staging, individual performances, set and
lighting design, and choreography. It’s the only Equity Theatre
Company in Sonoma County
and includes actors, technicians,
musicians, dancers and designers from all over the Bay Area.
The 1940’s Radio Hour
will be performed in Spreckels
Performing Arts Center’s Nellie
W. Codding Theatre through
December 15th, Thursdays at 7:
30 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays at
8:00 p.m. and Sundays at 2:30
p.m. Tickets are $15 for all seats
at Thursday performances only
and $22 Full and $18 Youth and
Senior for all other performances.
For more information contact
the Spreckels Box Office at
707-588-3400, 5409 Snyder
Lane, Rohnert Park. The box
office is open Tue-Sat, 12-5 p.m.

Alchemia Presents “Gathering Gold”

A

LCHEMIA IS A NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

COMMIT-

TED TO SHARING THE VOICE

OF THOSE EXPERIENCING DIFFERENT

with their community
through the arts and vocational
experiences.
Alchemia will be hosting,
“Gathering Gold,” a fundraising
ABILITIES

event and celebration December
12th from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. The
event will include theater performances by the Alchemia Theater
for Life Company, including
original music and dance, original art works available for purchase, live jazz, a silent auction
and raffle, as well as wine and

hors devours. Proceeds benefit
Alchemia’s performing arts program.
The Petaluma Hotel is located
at: 205 Kentucky St., Petaluma.
Tickets are available through
Alchemia’s program office 707775-3794 or at the door.

ONOMA

TATE

UNIVER-

SITY DANCE ENSEMBLE, UNDER
THE FACULTY GUIDANCE OF

DANCE PROFESSOR NANCY LYONS,
will present its annual Fall
Showcase December 6th-8th
featuring the work of imaginative student choreographers and
dancers.
This is an opportunity for student choreographers and dance
students to hone their skills as
artists by exploring themes, music and movement that speak to
them. The evenings works will
be diverse, ranging from salsa to
contemporary styles.
The program is as follows:
“Dante’s
Prayer”
choreographed by Meredith Wilson;
“Vengeance” choreographed
by Celeste Caldwell; and “Elements” choreographed by Rebecca Wilson.

North Bay Performing Arts Association
& Contessi Ballet
present

The

Nutcracker
December 14 at 2 pm & 7 pm
December 15 at 2 pm
Person Theater
Sonoma State University

Tickets 762-2833
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Remembering the

OLD
PETALUMA
Hist or y & St or ies

General Pershing enters the Hall of Mirrors in Versailles to witness the signing of the Treaty of Versailles June 28, 1919.

Johnny Came Marching
Home For Christmas in
1919

T

HE TREATY OF VERSAILLES WAS
THE MAIN DOCUMENT SIGNI-

“WAR
It was signed
in Versailles, France on June 28,
1919. It contained 200 pages
and 440 articles.
The treaty was very punitive to Germany and Austria
and (supposedly) made it imposFYING THE END OF THE

TO END ALL WARS.”

sible for Germany ever to wage
war again. But, it was primarily
Article 231 that stuck in the German throat the most. This article
assigned “responsibility to Germany for all the loss and damage
caused by the war.” The Germans
called it “The Article of Shame.”
The Germans balked at this
and even considered a renewal
of the war. The armistice had
expired on June 21st and the

allies stood at the German borders ready to march and occupy,
should Germany fail to sign. It
was a “do this, or else treaty.”

“

The armistice had expired on June 21st and
the allies stood at the
German borders ready
to march and occupy,
should Germany fail to
sign. It was a
“do this, or else treaty.”
(Sound familiar?)

”

(Sound familiar?) It had been
4 1/4 years since the war had
begun. In all, the world had
lost 230 men EACH HOUR of
those years. This was a terrible

and gruesome statistic. The dead
included 2 million Germans,
1.7 million Russians, 1.4 million
French, 1.1 million Austro-Hungarians, 1 million British and
125,000 Americans.
Finally, on June 22nd, the
German National Assembly at
Weimar voted 237 to 138 in
favor of acceptance. Over 1,000
delegates attended the signing
in Versailles. President Wilson,
Prime Minister Lloyd George,
and French Prime Minister
Clemenceou finally summoned
the German delegates, Muller
and Ball, and as the actual
signatures went down on the
pages, the cheering from the
tens of thousands of Parisians
swept through the windows.
Sadly, this was a treaty
which satisfied few. It was badly
flawed and the national borders
defining what was to be the “new
world” were not finalized for
another year. As we know now,
a scant eight years later brought
the world a terrible depression,
out of which rose a new more
powerful Germany to fight once
again. There is a slight parallel
here to today’s problems. Germany DID have poison gas, but
they didn’t have jet planes, or
helicopters, or missles, or nukes.
A less important nation than
Germany can become very important very quickly now.
President Wilson had tried
his best with his League of Nations, but it turned out to be too
Utopian an idea to organize all

states for the protection of a
few. Perhaps that’s still the case.
What kind of power will the
U.N. be able to muster? I guess
we shall soon see.
From July through December of 1919, troops were
released to go home to their
various countries. The American

“

The American public,
which had wanted
no involvement in this
war in the first place,
now wanted no more
involvement in world
politics and they wanted
the boys home by
Christmas.

”

public, which had wanted no involvement in this war in the first
place, now wanted no more involvement in world politics and
they wanted the “boys home
by Christmas.” The isolationist
movement was now very powerful in this country.
The U.S. Senate had, incredibly, rejected the Treaty of
Versailles on November 19,
1919. America would have no
involvement in Europe’s affairs
for another 22 years! The League
of Nations was not supported by
the American people.
And so, Johnny came marching home to a bitter country. The
broken dreams of the war’s end
were soon to be exploited by Fas-

30% to 70% OFF Retail Prices
On All Items Every Day

NEWLY EXPANDED PRODUCT LINE
Unique & Handcrafted
111 Kentucky St., Downtown Petaluma
707-781-0654 • Open Daily 10-5:30

American troops parade through the streets of Paris, 1918.
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American women welcome home the returning troops. Many soldiers were deeply dissatisfied with
the conditions they found.
cism and Communism.
(continued on page 9)
(continued from page 8)
But for now, the important
thing was that they were coming home, hopefully in time for

Christmas. In California, the first
boys arrived in July of 1919. They
were mustered out through the
Presidio, in San Francisco. By
July 26th, the U.S. Army had
been 80% demobilized. Train car

Inventory Reduction Sale!
Never before has a horse trailer been manufactured
to satisfy every need of today’s modern horseman.
The Legend features wide body construction for
added comfort for your horses while improving
safety with reinforced smooth-skin walls.
Finally, a horse trailer that functions as well as it looks!

loads of surplus military food was
bought by San Francisco and Los
Angeles to help reduce the cost
of living which had soared during the armistice. The nation was
now being wracked by union
strikes for better pay and food
lines for cheaper food. Petaluma,
primarily an agricultural community, was able to weather these
crises better than most places.
Egg, poultry and dairy prices
were up and new factories were
opening here monthly.
General Pershing returned to
the U.S. after 2 1/2 years abroad.
In September, the annual Fleetweek was to be bigger than ever
as a show of our strength to the
world. President Wilson was
A READER’S MONTHLY
scheduled to come to the Bay
Editor & Publisher
David Bennett
Research Editor Norman Spaulding
Advertising
Bob Colliss
Rebecca Miller
Advertising Design
Phyllis J. Beaty
Editorial Production
Phyllis J. Beaty
Composition
Magnolia Studio
Photography
Scott Hess
Illustration
Ross Parkerson
Printing Sonoma Valley Publishing
ROVING EDITORS:
Best of Bill
Bill Soberanes
The Devil’s Advocate
Joe Tinney
Fine Dining Detectives Carol Davis
Joe Davis
Leisure
Jessica Grace
Nature
Barbara Caswell
Norris (Bob) Dyer
Old Petaluma
Skip Sommer
Petaluma Pete
Richurd C. Somers
Petaluma Poet
Joe Kohn
Q&A About Your Money
Jim Becker Travel
Jean A. Cooke

SAITONE

HORSE TRAILERS

929 Petaluma Blvd. So., Petaluma, CA 94952
PHONE: 707-762-3190 • FAX: 707-762-1093

The Petaluma Post is not responsible for the
images and statements of any advertiser or
author. Community information must be
submitted by the 15th of the month. Advertising deadline is the 1st of the month.
For Subscriptions Mail $20.00 to:

T H E P E TA L U M A
POST

P.O. Box 493, Petaluma, CA
94953

of 1910 to be “the biggest occasion of this kind in the history of
our city.” On Decemer 23, 1919,
the U.S. transport Thomas reached
San Francisco with 1,115 U.S. soldiers from Europe. It was thought
that this group included the last of
the “boys” from Petaluma, who
were not still hospitalized.
And, so it was that the “war
to end all wars” came to an end.
Some of the “Johnnys” did come
marching home to Petaluma.
Many did not. There were tears
that Christmas as well as cheers.
Almost 5 years of a most terrible
war had passed. Was it worth
it? Well, we didn’t start it and
we had to defend ourselves and
our allies. In retrospect, that
was worth it. But, sadly, it was
a long long way from “ending
all wars.”
This will be my last column for The Petaluma Post for
a while. I am going to concentrate on my book, which covers
the years of 1849 to 1919 and
the settling of this little village
called Petaluma. I also need to
concentrate on my real estate
career, which has now become
very busy. These 15 years of researching California have been
fascinating to me and I would
certainly do it again.
I wish to thank my publisher,
David Bennett, for his prodding
me into working for him and I
wish to thank my many readers. I hope you have enjoyed
these meanderings into the past.
They have been a real pleasure
for me. If, by chance, any of you
have inherited personal journals
or diaries or pictures of your ancestors, please think of me and
the book that is trying to get out
of me. I can be reached in my
office at 707-763-1941. Goodbye for now.
—SKIP SOMMERS

The Most Fabulous Massage in Marin!

grace healing

Remembering the

Area to review the fleet. Prohibition was on, and the grape
growers wanted Wilson to visit
their vineyards to help lobby for
permission to harvest their crops.
(It didn’t happen).
In another move to fight
escalating costs, $84,000,000
of military surplus clothing and
blankets was put on sale in September. By this time, the black
marketeers were exploiting the
food crisis and the Federal Government started to fix prices on
commodities. The American Red
Cross entered this fray with notice to all returning servicemen
that they stood ready to help with
any problems involving food or
clothing or claims for government compensation, insurance,
re-education and job placement.
They also helped make contact
between families and wounded
servicemen still in hospitals.
Meanwhile, demobilization
of all combat troops was scheduled for the last of October. A
statewide homecoming celebration was planned for California
servicemen for November 11,
1919. Every issue of the Petaluma newspapers from July on
had articles welcoming boys
home from the various fronts.
All of the many fraternal
lodges in Petaluma held special Christmas parties for the
returned servicemen. Each of
the local churches held prayer
services, which were filled to
overflowing. There were many
Christmas weddings of returned
servicemen and the sweethearts
they had left behind.
To top it all off, the Petaluma Merchants Christmas tree
on the lower Main Street Plaza
was decorated with LIVE chickens “fastened to the branches
in such a manner that it would
not hurt them.” (Sure, I’d love to
have seen that trick).
Christmas carols were sung
and the Chamber of Commerce
declared the Christmas Carnival

HOLIDAY DISCOUNT

Through January 15th
1 hour for $55
1 1/2 hour for $80
(reg. $70 & $100)
SPECIALIZING IN:
Swedish
Deep Tissue
Acupressure
Reflexolgy
Energy Healing
Hot Stones
SUNDAY-FRIDAY
9AM-9PM
Flexible Schedule With
Advance Appointment

JESSICA GRACE, CMT, MIM

415-608-4104

gracehealing@hotmail.com
1106 Magnolia Ave., Larkspur
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Post Dates
Santa Paws is Coming To Town

S

ANTA

CLAUS

WILL RETURN

Sant a
Paws Hol iday Pet Por t r ait Session on Sunday, December 8th from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m.
Bring your pet—dog, cat,
horse, camel, rabbit, turtle,
etc.—in for their 5x7 photograph with Santa. Just in time
for your holiday greetings, all
pet photos will be taken on
this one day stop-over at 20572
Broadway, Petaluma (next to the
Moose Lodge sign).
TO FOR HIS ANNUAL

Pets Lifeline Nonprofit
Animal Shelter of Sonoma Valley, Santa Claus of the North

“

Bring your pet—dog,
cat, horse, camel, rabbit, turtle, etc.—in for
their 5x7 photograph
with Santa.

”

Pole, and André of André Photography welcome all pets for
this special fund-raising event

benefitting valley animals who
remain homeless this holiday
season.
Cost for a pet portrait is $20,
tax-deductible, and a perfect
expression of the holiday
spirit. Adequate parking for all
vehicles, including those with
animal trailers, will be available
for this event. Come on down
because rain or shine—Santa
Paws is coming to town!
For more information call: Pets
Lifeline Animal Shelter at 707-

23rd Annual Holiday Open House
at Luther Burbank Home & Gardens

S

TART OFF THE HOLIDAY SEASON WITH A RETURN IN TIME

TO THE VICTORIAN ERA. Visit
the historic Luther Burbank
Home & Gardens, Santa Rosa
Avenue at Sonoma Avenue in
Santa Rosa, for the 23rd Annual
Holiday Open House December 7th and 8th from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.
Traditional turn-of-the-cen-

tury decorations created with
fragrant greenery, fruit, and
flowers will beautify the LBHG
inside and out. Unique gift items
will be available in the Carriage
House Gift Shop.
Enjoy the beautiful voices
of the Old World Carolers
on Sunday, December 8th at 1:
30 p.m., performing European
holiday music as well as traditional carols.
A children’s holiday craft

activity will be available both
Saturday and Sunday from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Home-baked
cookies will be served along
with tea in the Greenhouse.
Visitors will have the opportunity to acquire the beautifully
decorated tree displayed in the
parlor, by silent auction. Bidding will close at 3:30 p.m. on
Sunday.

Moon Mountain

Christmas Tree Farm
Open Daily After Thanksgiving
Closing December 20th
Douglas Fir & Other Varieties
Large Trees Available
Boyes Hot Springs

FREE. For more information call

Celebrate
Winter with
La Rondalla at
Adobe Rancho

$2 OFF TREE
or Free Shake & Bail
With This Ad

one coupon
per tree per family

Hw

To Santa
Rosa

y.

Moon Mountain
Drive

Hw

y.

Sonoma



At the end of Moon Mountain Drive off
Hwy. 12. Watch for the sign 4 miles from
Sonoma Hwy. 12 and Moon Mountain Dr.

OPEN 9-5 • 707-996-6454

W

Pronzini Christmas Trees

“

Noble Fir, Douglas Fir, Grand
Fir & Fraser Fir
We make all our own Noble Fir
& Mixed Wreaths & Garlands

elcome the arrival
of winter, 1 p.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday,
December 7th at the Petaluma
Adobe Rancho, 3325 Adobe
Road in Petaluma betweeen
Casa Grande Road and Frates
Road. Mexican music will be
Mexican music will
be performed by La
Rondalla and they will
be serving hot cocoa
and treats.

”

performed by La Rondalla and
they will be serving hot cocoa
and treats.
The event will be held rain
or shine All are welcome to this
open house and the site is handicap wheelchair accessible.
For more information about the
Rancho call 707-762-4871.

Ser ving Mar in & Sonoma Count ies
Since 1963 Gr own Espec ial l y For You
Fr om Our Far ms

Graham’s Country Crafts
“A Country Barn Full of Crafts”

We Do Flocking & Delivery
Open Through December 23rd
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
2865 Pepper Road Petaluma, CA 94952 CLASSES & SUPPLIES
EMAIL :

707-795-7514

gahamscc@hotmail.com

HOURS
Monday-Saturday
10 a.m.–5 p.m.

Come By and Get
A FREE Coffee Cup
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Post Dates
Holiday Revelry at the Heritage Homes
of Petaluma Holiday Parlor Tour Dec.
8th

H

ERITAGE

HOMES

PETALUMA

IS PROUD TO

OF

SPONSOR AN EVENING OF

HOLIDAY REVELRY.

Please join in
for the annual holiday parlor
tour taking place on Sunday, December 8th from 6-9 p.m. Don’t
miss this opportunity to see local
parlors decorated in their holiday finest. Homes and buildings
on the tour this year include:
• A late 1800’s cheerful gingerbread adorned Victorian.
• A circa 1910 vintage home

whose homeowner is known
for her lovely holiday displays.
• A 1930s charmer originally
built for a local high school
principal. The current owners have a richly embellished
Christmas tree featuring Christopher Radko ornaments.
• A Brainerd Jones mansion,
uniquely divided into two
residences—both parts of the
home will be on tour.
• The Open Door Church and
The Petaluma Museum will

also be on this year’s tour.

Tickets are $15 and available
at: The Petaluma Museum, Reade
Moore Books, The Apple Box
Cafe. Ticket sales are limited. Proceeds benefit local preservation
efforts in our community. Participants are asked to wear soft-soled
shoes and to carry a flashlight.
This is a self-guided tour.
For more information contact:
Heritage Homes of Petaluma,
P.O. Box 2152, Petaluma,
CA 94953 707-762-3456 www.

Garden Volunteer Day Every Wed. at OAEC

G

ARDEN IN ONE OF THE
OLDEST

CERTIFIED

OR-

GANIC

GARDENS

IN

CALIFORNIA! Every Wednesday
is Garden Volunteer Day at
the Occidental Arts & Ecology
Center (except for December
25th and January 1st). This is a

really fun, educational and rewarding way to be introduced to
the OAEC.
Volunteer day goes from 10
a.m. until 5 p.m., but you can
visit for any length of time you
like. There’s a vegetarian potluck
lunch at about 12:15 p.m. They

May The Spirit of This Holiday
Season Bring Peace & Joy
To Your Household.
From The DFA Family To Yours!

621 Western Ave., Petaluma, CA

Phone: 707-776-2254 • Fax: 707-776-2214

provide most of the food, but
contributions are welcome. No
need to make anything fancy if
you’d rather not, a bottle of fruit
juice or a nice dessert from the
bakery is always welcome.
No need to call ahead either, you can just show up. They
usually have volunteer day rain
or shine. If it rains they often do
seed-saving indoors.
They are located at 15290
Coleman Valley Road, Occidental, just 1/2 mile up Coleman
Valley Road from the four-way
stop sign in the center of Occidental. When you see a sign that
says “Fine Arts Studio” they are
the NEXT driveway on the right.
For more information call: 707874-1557 ext. 201, emial them
at: oaec@oaec.org or visit
them online at: www.oaec.org

Organic Dried Fruits,
Vegetables & Specialty Foods
Gift Baskets • World Wide Shipping
Visit our store in the picturesque Dry Creek Valley
4791 Dry Creek Road, Healdsburg, CA

1-888-374-9325
www.timbercrest.com

UNION

HOURS:
Mon–Fri 8-5
Sunday 10-4

Adobe
Harvest

Catering, Inc.

Merry
Christmas
WASHINGTON
STREET UNION 76
440 East Washington
Petaluma, CA

707-762-7676

Gene Giorgetti
President
P.O. Box 453
Penngrove, CA 94951

707-795-7222

Charley’s
Liquors & Deli
FINE WINES & GROCERIES
Mon-Thurs 6:30 a.m.-10 p.m.
Friday 6:30 a.m.-10:30 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-10:30 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

707-763-1714
601 Petaluma Blvd. So., Petaluma

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Full Service Catering
Coffee & Espresso Service
To Go Catering
Full Dinners
Side Dishes
Appetizers
Holiday Meals

PS EVENTS Is Now Open!
23 Kentucky Street

707-769-7208

Merry
!
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Pol

An Old-Fashioned Bakery
and Meeting Place SINCE 1925

121 Kentucky St., Petaluma, CA 707-762-2695
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Why Go Anywhere Else?

Ideologies
“Atheism vs. Christianity” Live
Nationally Televised Debate Broadcast
at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church

S

T.

ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF SONOMA, CA,
WILL BE ONE OF THE NATIONAL

BROADCAST VIEWING SITES FOR A
TELEVISED LIVE DEBATE,

“ATHEISM
CHRISTIANITY.” The public is
invited to attend this free event
which will take place from 3-5
p.m. on Sunday, December 8th
at the church, 16290 Arnold
Drive in Sonoma. Doors will
open at 2:30 p.m. and childcare
will be available.
The main speakers will
be Dr. Michael Newdow, and
Cliffe Knechtle. Dr. Newdow,
an emergency room physician
and attorney, is an atheist who
recently gained national prominence when his suit to have the
phrase “under God” removed
from the Pledge of Allegiance
VS.

was upheld by the 9th District
U.S. Court of Appeals.
Mr. Knechtle, pastor of a
Connecticut church, also works
with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship and regularly participates in debates at colleges and
The main speakers
will be Dr. Michael
Newdow, and Cliffe
Knechtle.

“

”

universities across the country.
He is the author of several
books including “Give Me An
Answer.”
Hosting the debate will
be Mark Mittelberg and Lee
Strobel. Mittleberg is Executive

Director of Evangelism for the
Willow Creek Association, a nationwide affiliation of Protestant
churches. He is the author of the
book, “Building a Contagious
Church,” and primary author
of the best-selling “Becoming a
Contagious Christian.”
Lee Strobel, a former atheist,
and active board member of the
Willow Creek Association, has
been a teaching pastor at two of
America’s largest churches and
is author of four books including his latest, co-authored with
his wife, ”Surviving a Spiritual
Mismatch in Marriage.”
For more information contact
Doug Webster at: 707-328-1887
or visit the St. Andrew website
at: www.andrepres.com

For all your financial services,
needs and exceptional, personalized
service, count on Edward Jones.
• Self-directed IRAs featuring
flexibility, tax advantages
and tailored investments.
• Complete Financial
Organization programs to
help manage your finances.
• Calculation Tools to help you plan for a
College Education or Retirement.
• Tax-advantaged, fixed income investments.

JIM BECKER AT:

EdwardJones
707-778-7780

247 N. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA 94952
Boarding
Field Training
Obedience

Sonoma County Museum Presents “Red” Springset
Gordon Setter Kennels
Sonoma, An Evening of Oral Histories

I

HASSEL
SMITH: 55 YEARS OF PAINTING,
THE SONOMA COUNTY MUSEUM
PRESENTS Ò
RedÓSonoma, DECEMBER 5TH—an evening of oral
histories exploring leftist politics
and the communist movement
from the 1930s through the
1960s. The panel will focus specifically on political activity in
Sonoma County.
Moderated by Sonoma Co.
historian Gaye LeBaron, the
panel will include: Les Adler,
dean of Extended Education at
Sonoma State University and author of The Red Image: American Attitudes Toward Communisim in the Cold War Era;
Kenneth Kann, author of Comrades and Chicken Farmers, a
collection of oral histories about
a unique Petaluma community;
and three “red diaper babies,”
as offspring of leftist parents call
themselves. The three are Lew
Levinson, a Bay Area drama
instructor and director whose
family raised chickens in Cotati;
Jonah Raskin, professor at SSU
and author of Out of the Whale,
a memoir about growing up the
son of leftist activists; and former Sonoma County supervisor,
Brian Kahn, the son of leftist author Albert Kahn of Glen Ellen.
Despite the infamous tarN ASSOCIATION WITH

ring and feathering of labor
organizers in 1935, Sonoma
County has been home to a
significant leftist political community. Through the “McCarthy
era” of the 1950s, artists like
Hassel Smith, who was a member of the Communist Party for
a time, left teaching positions

“

An evening of oral
histories exploring
leftist politics and the
communist movement
from the 1930s through
the 1960s. The panel
will focus specifically
on political activity in
Sonoma County.

”

in the urban Bay Area in protest
to the loyalty oath requirements
and on-going investigations,
and moved to rural Sonoma
County where they found a
like-minded community of progressives. Smith’s haven was an
apple orchard in Sebastopol.
The panel discussion and
audience participation will become part of the Museum’s oral
and video history collection.
This event is free to the public.
Founded in 1985, the mission of the Sonoma County

Museum is to provide cultural
experiences for the enrichment,
enjoyment and education of
Sonoma County residents and
visitors through the preservation
of collections and the presentation of exhibitions and programs.
For more information contact
Sonoma County Museum, 425
7th St., Santa Rosa, CA 95401,
707-579-1500, ext. 4 or visit
them online at: www.sonomaco
untymuseum.com

The Doll
Mercantile
COLLECTIBLE
& ANTIQUE
DOLLS
We buy
and sell
antique and
collectible dolls.
We dress and
repair dolls
and doll’s clothing.

Colleen Richardson
1510 Bodega Ave.
Petaluma, CA 94952

707-765-6935

STORE HOURS:
Wed.-Sun. 11a.m.-5p.m.

Sue and Norm Sorby
phone: 707-763-8276
fax: 707-763-9391

2715 Skillman Lane
Petaluma, CA 94952

43 Years in the Automobile Repair Business

Happy Holidays and Thanks For the Many
Pleasurable Years of Doing Business in Petaluma!

CHECKED THE KID’S TIRES LATELY?
FREE SAFET Y
INSPECTION
Used
Tires From
$15 & Up
Guaranteed
INCLUDES
MOUNTING

We Specialize In Suspension
• Wheel Alignment
• Brakes
• Shocks
• Struts
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www.massageincofcotati.com

The Arts

MASSAGE INC.

Give Your Sweetheart
The Gift of Touch
This Christmas!
GIFT CERTIFICATES NOW AVAILABLE

WE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SERVICES:
• Deep Swedish $60 for 1 hour
• Deep Tissue $75 for 1 hour
• Same Day Appts. Now Available
• Sports Massage
• Couples Massage
• Facials

Special Offer
ForestviIle artist Robin Eschner’s says “I’ve been doing this whole leafblower series lately. But there
isn’t a leafblower in sight (in my work)—just the result!” Free Range Chicken with Leaf Blower, 2002”
now on exhibit at Quicksilver Mine Co.

SWEDISH
MASSAGE

Artists Toy Around At Quicksilver Mine Co.

T

GALLERY AT QUICKSILVER
MINE CO. IN SEBASTOPOL
PRESENTS Ò
Ar t ist s Toy,Óa
seasonal exhibition with just a
hint of satire, beginning Friday,
December 13th.
Eighteen Sonoma County
artists have created both
2- and 3-dimensional pieces for
this show. Toys for adults and
children, some created simply
for fun, some to toy with the eye
HE

Taghi

Rezaian
Repair

& C leaning of
Oriental Rugs199

and mind.
ForestviIle artist Robin
Eschner, whose painting “Free
Range Chicken with Leaf
Blower” is included in the ex-

“

Toys for adults and
children, some created
simply for fun, some
to toy with the eye and
mind.

”

hibit, says “I’ve been doing this
whole leafblower series lately.
But there isn’t a leafblower
in sight (in my work)—just the
result!”
With Eschner, sculpture
and constructions by Patrick

Amiot, William O’Keeffe, Cynthia Hipkiss and Monty Monty;
mixed media works by Deborah
Colotti, Nuala Creed, and Paula
Kursh; paintings by Don Bishop
and
Jean
Mooney;
and
something as yet unseen by
toy inventor extraordinaire, Michael McGinnis.
“Artists Toy” opens with
a Reception for the Artists on
Friday, December 13th from 5:
30-7:30 p.m., and will continue
through January 26th.
The Quicksilver Mine Co. is
located at 154 No. Main St.,
downtown Sebastopol. Business
hours are 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
daily. For more information, call
707-829-2416.

707-792-0555 • 800-792-0555
325 E. COTATI AVE., SUITE D • COTATI

Happy Holidays From
The Petaluma Post
Two New
Locations
To Serve
You!
961 Lakeville Road

5306 B Old Redwood Hwy.

Phone: 707-773-3294
Fax: 707-773-3650

Phone: 707-793-0473
Fax: 707-739-0465

Petaluma Blvd.
No.Petaluma, CA 94952

(In Albertsons Shopping Center) (In Orchard Supply Shopping Center)

PHONE: 7
 07-7693092FAX: 707-769-

Holiday Special At Both Locations!

0662

Every Day After 5 p.m.

BUY 2 GET 1 FREE
(6 INCH OR FOOT LONG)

EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE • REGULAR SUBS ONLY
(NOT GOOD WITH MEALS OR OTHER DISCOUNTS)
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The Arts

2nd Annual Holiday Art Sale
at “H” Street Design Studio

T

CHAMPAGNE
OPENING ON THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 5TH 6-9 p.m. at
“H” Street Design Studio, 206
“H” St., Petaluma. The show and
sale will be featuring fine art and
holiday gifts by the following
local Sonoma Co. artists: Anna
Corba, Tanya Baccarat, Michelle
Chayes, Marta Shannon, Julie
HERE WILL BE A

Wilson Woods, Sueann Sher,
Martha Johnson & Lynn Danehy.
The show and sale will continue 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the
weekends of Dec. 7th-8th and
14th-15th and Sat., Dec. 21st.
For further information contact
them at: 707-769-8315.

Ralph Steiner, American Rural Boroque, 1929 at the Barry Singer Gallery through January 18th.

Pavel Banka: Images of Infinity & Holiday Experience 
Cuisine
Show III Now At the Barry Singer Gallery Fusion
At the Jellyfish Restau-

T

EXHIBIPavel
Banka:
Images of Inf init y AND
Hol iday Show III ARE NOW
SHOWING AT THE BARRY SINGER
GALLERY through Saturday, January 18th, 2003.
A prominent contemporary
Czechoslovakian
photographer, Pavel Banka has created
“illusory reminiscences” landscape images which embody
the energy of place. According
to noted photography curator,
Anne Wilkes Tucker, Banka’s
“primary interest is in reducing
nature’s palette to luxourious
WO

TIONS

CONCURRENT

black-and-white tones stretched
over the infinite space of sea
and sky.” Widely exhibited and
collected throughout Europe
and the U.S., this is Banka’s first
showing in Northern California.
Once again, the gallery
is pleased to present its 3rd
Annual Holiday Show—a rich
selection of enticing, provocative and engaging prints by a
variety of artists. Among the
well-known
photographers
whose work will be shown are
Ansel Adams, Brett Weston, W.
Eugene Smith and Marc Riboud.
New tintypes by Jeffrey

Becom mark a departure from his
customary color prints. Michael
Garlington, Brigitte Camochan
and Richard Blair are contemporary artists whose work will
also be on view. As in previous
years, there are some surprising
values.
The gallery is located at 7 Western Ave., Petaluma, CA. Gallery
hours are Tue-Sat 11 a.m. to
6 p.m. For more information
contact them at 707-7813200 or visit their website at
www.singergallery.com.

Petaluma
HOTEL

745 Baywood Drive,
Petaluma, CA

TRAVEL
CERTIFICATES
For Christmas Gifts
Purchase a gift certificate
in any denomination for
use toward future travel—
Airline, Train, Cruise, etc...

Petaluma is the Gateway to
Sonoma County’s Wine Country...

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year From
Our Family To Yours!
THE LOK GROUP
5100 Montero Way • Petaluma, CA 94954
phone: 707-664-1155 • toll free: 800-221-2222

WHAT A THOUGHTFUL
& USEFUL GIFT!
We always research the best rates—whether it’s for
a cruise, a trip to Hawaii, or a trip to Disneyland!

Flying Dutchmen Travel

707-763-5540

GOLDEN EAGLE CENTER
8 East Washington St.,
Petaluma, CA
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“Seeing
is believing.”
The Retractable Screen For:

Double French Doors • Outswing Doors
Windows • Entry Doors • Patio Sliders

Winter Specials Through January
$25 Off Single Doors
$50 Off French Doors
Locally Owned Authorized Distributor

Pete Balchinas
707-996-6105

A Holiday
Greeting To
Clo’s Friends

CLOVER
STORNETTA
FARMS, INC.
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Epicurean Episodes
Hiro’s Japanese Restaurant
In the Heart of Downtown Petaluma
By

THE
DINING
DETECTIVES
BY CAROL & JOE DAVIS
www.finediningdetectives.com

T

HE

DINING

DETECTIVES

ALWAYS GET EXCITED WHEN A
NEW RESTAURANT OPENS IN

PETALUMA. We try to wait… but
almost always arrive for dinner
soon after the grand opening.
Hiro’s Japanese Restaurant recently opened in the heart of
Historic Downtown Petaluma
on Petaluma Boulevard North.
The owner, Hiro Yamamoto, who
recently moved here from Japan,
met us at the entrance to his
beautiful new restaurant, smiling and excited to see us as if we
were old friends.
The decor at Hiro’s is fabulous and sophisticated, featuring
Japanese sculpture art by Naoki
Takenouchi. It was obvious that
Hiro had given great attention
to detail in the design of the restaurant, which then carried on to
a theme of “excitement” for the
food.
You can enjoy a Sake Cocktail at the bar and then move on
to the Sushi Bar or lovely table
dining in the rear of the restaurant. We were escorted to our
table by Hiro’s daughter, Keiko
and we were looking forward
to a treat this evening… high
grade Japanese cuisine from the
Award Winning Executive Chef,
Gen Mizoguchi. The restaurant
has been very busy since opening day and you could feel the
exuberance from the staff. They
knew the quality of the dining
experience we were about to

enjoy was going to be equal to
the “best of Japan.” We opted to
start out with drinks and looked
forward to our evening.
SAKE COCKTAILS
Each cocktail was delicious,
pleasing to the palate and pleasant to the eye.
Sake Cosmopolitan
This Sake, pineapple and a
splash of cranberry drink was
shaken and served up.
White Peach Bellini
This Sake and white peaches
drink was blended and served
up topped with champagne.
Sake Lemon Drop
This Sake, fresh lemon and simple syrup drink was shaken and
served up.
Umai Mango Ice
This Sake and mango drink was
blended to icy perfection.
PREMIUM SAKE
Hiro’s has over 20 cold and hot
Sakes to choose from.
We
tried
HananomaiShizouka served in a glass with a
cedar Masu. The Sake is poured
at the table. Over -ouring, which
is captured in the Cedar Masuu
(wooden cedar box) ,displays
the generosity of the host. Ours
was overflowing.
WINES
The wine list is very focused and
has some excellent choices from
around the world. Sonoma and
Napa are featured, but one can
experience wines from Spain

Owner Hiro Yamamoto with daughter Keiko Yamamoto.

and France as well. We tasted
the 2001 Mill Creek, Dry Creek
Valley Sauvignon Blanc which
was light and paired well with the
Dragon Roll. The 1998 Marques
de Caceres Rioja, Spain pairs perfectly with the Salmon Teriyaki.
APPETIZERS
Teriyaki Chicken Wings lightly
glazed with Hiro’s Teriyaki
Sauce
These were large and delicious
with the best teriyaki sauce!
Wonderful! A perfect way to start
your Hiro’s Dining Experience.

unique to see asparagus, which
we love, included in tempura.
DESSERTS
Vanilla Bean Ice Cream with
Chocolate Wontons
This was a unique and delicious
dessert. The won tons were crisp
and filled with warm chocolate
which oozed out and melded
perfectly with the ice cream.
Save room for this, you’ll be glad
you did.
We had a lovely dinner at

Hiro’s Japanese Restaurant. Hiro
Yamamoto has brought the best
of Japan to Petaluma! The décor
was sophisticated and comfortable, the service was extremely
professional and friendly and the
cuisine was fresh, fabulous and
authentic. If you’re looking for a
Japanese restaurant which is definitely a cut above—you will love
it at Hiro’s. Hiro Yamamoto has a
winner in Downtown Petaluma!
HIRO’S JAPANESE RESTAURANT

SOUP
Miso Soup
Always a favorite of ours, this had
a terrific consistency and flavor.
SALADS
Tofu Spinach Salad
Extra firm tofu and steamed spinach with ponzu dressing. You’ll
be glad you tasted this excellent
salad.

Our Sushi plate included Hamachi, Hotate,
Saba, Sake, Toro, and Ama-Ebi.

MAKIMONO DRAGON ROLL
Shrimp tempura with unagi,
avocado and tobiko on the
outside, drizzled with sweet
unagi sauce
This dish had a lovely presentation and a superior taste and
freshness. It was Food Art.
SUSHI & SASHIMI
The truest test of a Japanese restaurant is in the freshness of the
Sushi. With the Sushi Bar in the
center of the restaurant you know
that it is the main attraction here
at Hiro’s. We tried the Hamachi
(yellow tail), Hotate (scallops),
Saba (mackerel), Sake (salmon),
Toro (tuna belly), and Ama-Ebi
(sweet prawn). The superior
freshness made all the Sushi and
Sashimi delicious.
ENTREES
Salmon Teriyaki
Fresh salmon sautéed with basil, baby dill, shiso, and whole
garlic cloves, lightly glazed with
Hiro’s teriyaki, a lighter reduction sauce. This family recipe includes a special Japanese sugar
that brought out the magnificent
flavors of the salmon. The sautéed garlic and basil accented
the salmon and truly made this a
special dish.
TEMPURA
Assorted fresh vegetables and
shrimp, battered and deep fried
with beautiful presentation. It is

Hiro’s Makimono Dragon Roll was “Food Art.”

Vanilla Bean Ice Cream with Chocolate Wontons—crisp won tons
filled with warm chocolate which oozed out and melded perfectly
with the ice cream.
107 Petaluma Boulevard No., Petaluma, CA 94952
www.HirosRestaurant.com
phone: 707-763-2300
LUNCH—Tuesday–Saturday 12 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
DINNER—Tuesday–Sunday From 5 p.m.
Major Credit Cards Accepted • Catering Available
Take Out Club • Ample On Street Parking
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Holiday Dining Directory

W

Star
of
India

PRIVATE PARTIES
CATERING
SPECIAL EVENTS

• Tandoori
• Seafood
• Vegetarian
• Lamb Curry
• Chicken Curry

LUNCH
Monday-Saturday
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
DINNER
7 Days a Week
5 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

IN THE PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER
299 No. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA

707-762-1328

SERVING DIM SUM EVERYDAY
Delicious, high-quality food for the most discriminating diner.
Winner of Sonoma County
Favorite Ethnic Food Award—Entertainment ‘97/KZST

Make Arrangements For Your
Holiday Dining & Entertaining Now!
We cater and are pleased to serve you at
your home or office. With advance notice we
can accommodate small groups here in our
restaurant for holiday parties.

LUNCH HOURS:

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Monday-Friday

56 East Washington, Petaluma, CA

5–9 p.m. Mon-Thur 5–10 p.m. Fri–Sat
5–9 p.m. Sunday

phone: 707-782-1130 fax: 707-782-1169
(In the Golden Eagle Shopping Center)

DINNER HOURS:

“The Oldest
Saloon in
Northern Marin”
NEW YEAR’S EVE with the Live Sounds of

MEMPHIS EXCHANGE 9 P.M.–2 A.M.
Dinner Reservations Required

ENJOY DINNER IN AN HISTORICAL SETTING SINCE 1877
26955 Highway 1, Tomales, CA 94971

R E S E R VAT IONS: 707-878-2403

DINNER: Thursday-Saturday 5-9 Sunday 4-9 BAR OPEN DAILY

COME JOIN US FOR OUR SUNDAY

“ALL YOU CAN EAT”
BBQ BUFFET
NOON-8:30 p.m. ONLY $ 1 0 . 9 5
RESTAURANT
Always Healthy • NO MSG • We Deliver

707-778-8000

951 Lakeville St. • Petaluma Gateway Shopping Center (near Lucky Market)
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Happy Holidays From
the Merchants
in Downtown Petaluma
A Little Bit of
Magic in Historic
Downtown Petaluma

Holiday Greetings from
Please join us on
Saturday, Dec. 7th
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. for a

Holiday
Celebration
& Trunk Show

Buddhas
Crystals
Mystical Gifts
Statuary
Incense
Candles
Pewter Goblets
Pottery
Greeting Cards
Jewelry

20% Off
One Day Only!

UNIQUE JEWELRY
BY LOCAL ARTISTS!

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Bringing you several one-of-a-kind
pieces from our collections, as well
as a complete selection of necklaces,
pendants, bracelets and rings.
5 Petaluma Blvd., No., Petaluma, CA 94952

707-763-6053
HOLIDAY HOURS BEGIN DECEMBER 7TH

Mon-Fri 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Sat 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

OPEN SUNDAYS

Dec. 8th, 15th, & 22nd 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Let Us Be Your Santa

Unique Handcrafted Gifts
Paintings • Pottery
Art Glass
Jewelry
Wearable Art

15 Petaluma Blvd. No., Petaluma

707-763-6155 • Open 7 Days

THE GIFT
OF
ART
Mention this ad to
receive 10% off

An Enchanted
Wonderland of
Christmas Decorations
Awaits You Here!
Enjoy & Shop
From Our
35 Fully Decorated
Theme Trees!

209 Western Avenue, Petaluma • 707-778-8277
115 East Napa Street, Sonoma • 707-939-9090

Pamper Yourself...
You Deserve It!
Petaluma’s Oasis for Relaxation

German Nutcrackers
The Polanaise Collection
Dept. 56
Annalee Dolls
Old World
Fontanini Nativity Sets

MONDAY–SATURDAY
10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
CLOSED SUNDAYS

Swedish Esalen Massage
1/2 hour

$25

3/4 hour

$40

Kama Sutra, EO, Eye Pillow,
Soaps or Candles
(and other selected items)

20% Off

FREE Mini Makeover
with Eyebrow Waxing

Monday-Sunday

707-773-4950

18 Kentucky Street, Petaluma

Makeup Purchase

$15
20% Off
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Happy Holidays From
the Merchants
in Downtown Petaluma
For All Your Urgent
Holiday Shipping Needs
UPS • FEDERAL EXPRESS • U.S. MAIL

The Petaluma
Mail Depot
Maureen McGuigan
40 Fourth Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
PHONE: 707-762-8150
FAX: 707-762-8158

Mon-Thurs 8-6
Friday 8-5
Saturday 9-3
maureen@petalumamaildepot.com Closed Sunday

BEAUTY GIFTS
For The Holidays
Hair Services
Facials & Waxing

Books • Toys • Records
Housewares • Collectibles
Men’s–Women’s–Children’s Clothing

ALPHABET SOUP
An Unusual Thrift Shop Benefitting the Boys & Girls Club of Petaluma
and the Petaluma Educational Foundation

Unique, quality clothing, books, collectibles, housewares, decorations at surprisingly modest prices!

Mon-Sat 10-5 • 213 Western Avenue, Petaluma, CA • 707-776-4620

9 Petaluma Blvd. No.
(next to Earthwood)
707-778-8388

[

PRACTICAL GIFTS FOR PRACTICALLY ANYONE! EVERYDAY FAIR PRICES!

HOME OF THE AMERIBAG & MAGIC BAG!

 Quality Luggage & Travel Accessories
 Rolling Backpacks
10% OFF
 Stylish Handbags
GIFT
CERTIFICATES

 Leather Goods
Saving You Time!
 Computer & Briefcases How Convenient
 Seiko & Citizen Watches Yet Thoughtful!
 Designer Sunglasses
 Wallets, Toiletry Kits, & Stocking Stuffers GaOPEN TUESDAY–SUNDAY

Wishing
You Happy
Holidays!

PETALUMA
COFFEE
& TEA

Sean’s
Antiques
Purchasing Single Items
or Entire Estates
Including: Paintings,
Silver, Rugs, China
& Collectibles

SEAN MCGEE

Warren J. McCormick
501 Petaluma Blvd. No.
Petaluma, CA 94954

707-763-9271

18 Western Avenue
Petaluma, CA 94952
phone: 707-766-9300
phone: 415-731-0758

So you like to
shop locally?
Check out this newer store
in Downtown Petaluma!

For Holiday Gifts
The Finest
Coffees & Teas
From Around
the World!

Brewers & French Presses
Teapots & Tea Cozies
Teacups & Mugs
Hostess Gifts Packs

V I S I T U S AT O U R N EW R E TA I L S TO R E !
212 Second St. (Between D & E Streets) Petaluma, CA 94952

707-763-2727 www.petalumacoffee.com
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Holiday Dining Directory
The
Petaluma
Post

ORIGINAL
OCCIDENTAL

Old-Fashioned Family Style Italian Dinners
with Negri’s Famous Raviolis

TAKING RESERVATIONS NOW

For Christmas &
New Year’s Eve
Banquets and
Weddings
SERVING
LUNCH & DINNER
11 a.m.–9 p.m. DAILY

Is Planning For The
New Year With Our
January Edition
So Make Your Plans
To Advertise Today!
PHONE:

Occidental, California

707-823-5301

707-762-3260
FAX:
707-762-0203

A TRADITION FOR 48 YEARS

Enjoy Your Holiday Gathering With Us This Season
The Della Santina family has been associated with fine food and wine since 1886. The family arrived in
California in the early 1900s and created Marin Joe’s in 1954. Today the third generation carries on the tradition of careful and precise execution of every satisfying and delicious dish that comes out of their kitchen.

O P E N 7 D AY S A W E E K
LUNCH: 11:00
FULL DINING & COCKTAILS:
Mon.-Sat. until 12:45 • Sunday until 11:45

415-924-1500
415-924-2081
1585 Casa Buena Drive
Corte Madera, CA 94925

Franzi’s Swiss & Ital-

Try our Grilled Tuscany & Italiano Panini Sandwiches Salads, Soups, & Specialties of the House Today
SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sat 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

1390 No. McDowell Blvd. (In Orchard Supply Center) 707-664-1339

Mary’s Apple
Creek Cafe
Plan Your Holiday Parties Now!
Fine Country Gourmet Dining

9890 Bodega Highway, Sebastopol, CA

707-829-3065

LUNCH: Thurs-Fri 11A.M.-2P.M.
BRUNCH: Sat-Sun 9A.M.-3P.M.
DINNER: Wed-Sun 5-9P.M.

Arnaud’s
Delicatessen
Hot & Cold Made-To-Order
SPECIALTY SANDWICHES
Vegetarian Sandwich Specials
Unique Breakfast Sandwiches

DAILY LUNCHEON SPECIALS
Homemade Salads • Lox & Bagels • Sliced Meats & Cheeses

We Roast Our Own Turkey, Chicken & Pork
139 Petaluma Blvd. No. On Putnam Plaza
in Historic Downtown Petaluma

707-763-6959

INDOOR OUTDOOR SEATING • OPEN DAILY

Happy Holidays From

The Petaluma Post

MIKE & HIS TEAM
YOU!
 8 0UPEast
Washington
SAVE
TO 40%
at Gro-St.,

WELCOME

100% Unconditional
Petaluma
 707-

Money Back Guarantee
763-2700
¹¹•ðw
ww.grocery
oEverything
u t l e t s .WecSell.
om
cery Outlet
Everyday!
On
ATM
ÁÒÒ
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Holiday Dining Directory
URUAPAN RESTAUFINE AUTHENTIC
MEXICAN CUISINE
Catering For Parties
Outside Patio Dining
Homemade Corn Tortillas

OPEN SEVEN
DAYS A WEEK
10 a.m.-9 p.m.

A N I G H T T O R E M E M B E R I N O C C I D E N TA L

2 for 1

Tempting Food Lovers With A
Hearty Portion of Harris Farms
USDA Choice Beef and Seafood!

Buy one Lunch plus two Beverages and get second lunch
of equal or lesser value FREE. Ala Carte items excluded.
Lunch 11-4 p.m. Only • Mon-Sat Only. Offer not valid with
any other coupons; no separate checks. Expires 01-05-03

Think of Joe’s for Banquets & Weddings
Christmas & New Year’s Parties in Occidental

1905 Bodega Ave., Petaluma, CA 94952

Franzi’s Swiss & Ital-

Try our Grilled Tuscany & Italiano Panini Sandwiches Salads, Soups, & Specialties of the House Today
SERVING BREAKFAST & LUNCH

SERVING DINNER
4 p.m.–9 p.m.
Closed Monday-Tuesday

Occidental, California

707-874-1925

Mon-Fri 7 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sat 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

1390 No. McDowell Blvd. (In Orchard Supply Center) 707-664-1339

GR

Now Open For Lunch
12-2:30 p.m. Tuesday–Saturday
DINNER 5 p.m. Tuesday–Sunday

AN

“The Way Ribs Should Taste!”
Ñ Pet al uma Post BBQ Tast ing 2002

D

OP

EN

ING

Join Hiro’s Lunch
& Take Out Clubs
To Save 10%

!

EXPERIENCE OUR SUSHI BY AWARD WINNING SUSHI CHEF FROM TOKYO

107 Petaluma Blvd. North at Western Avenue
707-763-2300 • www.hirosrestaurant.com
.OPENTABLE.COM

DINNER RESERVATIONS BY TELEPHONE OR ONLINE AT: WWW

The Texas
Tradition
That Will
“Cure”
Your
Appetite!
TRY OUR FAMOUS HOT & SWEET SAUCES

PACK JACK

“Old Style” Bar-B-Que
3963 Gravenstein Highway South, Sebastopol, CA

707-823-9929

Gourmet Sandwich Selection • BBQ Specialties • Catering

N OW I S T HE T IME TO P LAN
YOUR H OLIDAY PAR TIES !
Call Us For All Your Holiday Catering Needs.
3413 Petaluma Blvd. No., Petaluma, CA 94952
PHONE: 707-773-1271 • FAX: 707-773-1272
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Holiday Dining Directory
Mon.–Sat. Open at 11:30 a.m.
Sunday Open at 4 p.m.
TM

41 Petaluma Blvd. No.
Petaluma, CA

2nd floor–Overlooking Beautiful Downtown Petaluma

Celebrate The
Holidays Here!
Call ahead and your pizza will be ready when you arrive.
Offer good only until 4:00 p.m.

THE FIRST EDITION
212 So. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma, CA
In the Washington Square Center

A PIZZA SO GOOD THEY NAMED A CITY AFTER IT!

ANGELO’S MEATS

O
L
D
M
E
X
I
C
O
Mexican Food at its Finest

Order Your Holiday Smoked
Ham or Turkey Today!

Plan Your Christmas Parties With Us!
Open Friday–Saturday
11:30 a.m.–11:00 p.m.

Sunday–Thursday
11:30 a.m.–10:00 p.m.

762-9690

FAJITAS—Filet, Prawns, or Chicken

Choice of above sauteed with bell peppers, onions, and
mushrooms in a marinated family herb sauce with rice and
beans, guacamole, sour cream and chopped salsa. Choice of
soup or salad and flour tortillas.

SAMPLER PLATTER

A deluxe combination including Enchiladas de Res, Chile
Relleno, Taco de Res, Arroz, Trijoles, tortillas & Mantequilla.

1484 Petaluma Blvd. No., Petaluma, CA

707-775-3200

• ITALIAN TURKEY FILLETS
• GOLD MEDAL BBQ TRI-TIPS
• HOMEMADE SAUSAGE & BACON
• FULL SERVICE SMOKEHOUSE
• SPECIALTY PASTAS
• SMOKED SALMON
• NEW YORK STEAKS & BEEF JERKY

Try Angelo’s Turkey
Cranberry Sausage!
Italian Garlic Salsa
Italian Garlic Mustard
NOW AVAILABLE:
Angelo’s Pure Honey Bee’s Pollen
Italian BBQ Sauce
All Natural, No Preservatives
Garlic Marinara
Garlic Stuffed Olives
Catering For Your Holiday Event
Pickled Garlic

33 YEARS IN BUSINESS

OUR VERY DELICIOUS
HOMEMADE APPLE PIES!

2700 Adobe Rd., Petaluma, CA •

707-763-9586

Fourth & “Sea”

The perfect place to take a break
from your holiday shopping!
REALLY BIG BURGERS!
N E W K i d ’s M e nu !
re!
ream and Mo
,
Fish & Chips

Ice C

Food To Go • Guaranteed Parking

phone orders welcome 707-762-6424 101 4th St. at C, Petaluma, CA • Open 7 Days Lunch & Dinner 11a.m.-8:30p.m.
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PETALUMA 18 Petaluma Blvd. No. • 707-773-1735
SAN FRANCISCO 211 Church St. • 415-863-0703

Happy Holidays From
the Merchants
in Downtown Petaluma

THE
COLLECTION
A UNIQUE SELECTION OF QUALITY
ANTIQUES & DECORATIVE ARTS

American & European Furniture

Large Inventory of
Country French Furniture
and Lighting
BUY • SELL • APPRAISE
RESTORE • DELIVER • TRADE
145 Petaluma Blvd. No. Petaluma, CA 94952

707-762-0330

Happy Holidays To All!
509 Fourth Street, Santa Rosa, CA 707-527-PAWN
157 Petaluma Blvd. No., Petaluma, CA 707-763-PAWN
846 Fourth Street, San Rafael, CA 415-479-PAWN

OPEN 10 A.M.–2 A.M.
128 Kentucky Street
Historic Downtown Petaluma
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Shhh!

They’ll never
know if you
don’t tell!
• Toys
• Games
• Dolls
• Books
• Records
• Clothing (men’s, women’s, & children’s)
• Housewares
• Furniture
• Decorations

Hundreds of things for stocking stuffers!
All proceeds benefit
Hospice of Petaluma,
a department of
Petaluma Valley
Hospital

Sack’s Thrift Shop
Hospice of Petaluma

707-765-2228

ST. JOSEPH

HEALTH SYSTEM

Greater Sonoma County

322 Western Ave., Petaluma, CA
Mon-Fri 10-5:30 • Sat 10-5 • Donations 10-3

Volunteers and Donations
Always Needed and
Always Appreciated!

AND YES WE HAVE FOOD!

Preferred Seating for shows when you make Dinner Reservations for at least 1 Hour before Show doors

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS — 707-545-5876
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West County

The Johnny Otis Show Broadcasts Live on KPFA from The
Powerhouse Brewing Co.

S

INCE HIS ARRIVAL AT

KPFA

A FEW YEARS AGO FROM

LOS ANGELES, R&B LEGOTIS HAS BROUGHT
A KICK TO SATURDAY MORNINGS.
With wit, wisdom and a deep
love for Rhythm and Blues,
the Afro-American artform he
helped pioneer, this Vallejo,
California born legend is a
true national treasure.
His Saturday morning
radio show on KPFA is being presented live from The
Powerhouse Brewing Co.
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to
noon. The public is welcome
to come down and enjoy his
tunes and insights on music.
His work for KPFA has been
one of the greatest donation
draws for the public radio
station, and is enjoyed by all
for it’s electic and universal
style.
His
legacy
as
a
bandleader, musician, and
humanitarian has gained him
induction into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame. His hits include: “With Every Beat of my
Heart,” “Hound Dog,” and
“Willie and the Handjive.”
Johnny is also prolific
writer, painter and sculpturist.
He has written a cook book,
another on R&B and one
that’s been produced to spotlight his artistic genius. You
can order books or find out
more about Johnny at www.
johnnyotisworld.
com
Johnny is currently teaching a course at Berkeley’s
Black Repertory Theater on
the evolution of AfricanAmerican Music. His latest
CD is entitled, “Rhythm and
Blues Swing Dance Party.”
END JOHNNY

Jonathon Lipsin, Roy Rogers of the Delta Rhythm Kings, Jeremy Lipsin and Shanna Morrison (Van
Morrison’s daughter) before their performance in Incredible Records last spring.

Music, The Arts, & Feasting
in Downtown Sebastopol
BY PHYLLIS J. BEATY

I

N THE SPIRIT OF NEIGHBORHOOD
AND ALSO ENERGY CONSERVATION WE DECIDED TO GIVE YOU

WEST COUNTY ROAD
TRIP, but without a lot of driving.
ANOTHER

Since all roads in Sonoma
County lead to Sebastopol—
make your way there from wherever you are. Park your car in either the city lot behind the Main
Street shops, at So. Main and
Sutter between GTO Seafood
and Powerhouse Brewing Co.,
in the town square across from
Whole Foods (except Sundays
during the Farmer’s Market), or
on any of the side streets.
In downtown Sebastopol
you can find musical instruments,
CDs and books, rock-n-roll
memorabilia, record stores, live
music, art galleries, craftshops,
handmade functional art, restaurants, coffee and cookie shops, an
intense ice cream store and a
local theatre group. There’s so
much to do in Sebastopol that
you may need to take a few days
to fit everything in this holiday
season. It’s a wonderful alternative to the malls and a great place
to find or create an inexpensive,
original Sonoma County gift.
Afterwards you can treat yourself
to a fabulous evening out with
live music and fine dining.
Once you make it to town,
start your visit with a pastry and
coffee. Many locations for this
are available including Sebastopol Cookie Co. at 168-A No.
Main St. Originally known as the
Mendocino Cookie Co. they still
make those legendary giant gourmet cookies, muffins, croissants

and scones. They have chocolate
chip walnut, white chocolate
toasted almond, cinnamon flats,
amaretto, cocoa java, peanut
butter, ginger, and oatmeal raisin, just to name a few. They also
feature organic, fair trade coffees,
Sattwa Chai, espresso, frozen
blended drinks and Italian sodas.
Owners Terry and Tim Gallagher
will put together a special holiday gift box, but for really large
orders you need to call ahead at
least a week. They have a mobile
espresso truck with cookies on
board at Palm Drive Hospital
and O’Reilly Books in case you
can’t wait to get into town for
your fix. Management and employees are all from Sebastopol
and they often make donations
to Analy Drama, Living Room
of Santa Rosa, Interfaith Food
Pantry and Food For Thought
Food Bank. You can contact this
treasure trove of treats at 707824-4040.
Johnny’s Java Co. located
at 110 No. Main St. is a warm
and inviting coffee house with
so many papers and magazines
strewn around and couches to
plop down on that it feels like
Sunday morning at home. But
you probably don’t have the selection of coffees, teas, cocoas
and Italian flavors that Lisa Maxwell and John Drake do. They
also have croissants, cakes,
biscotti, muffins, brownies, and

Red Beans & Rice and other
Rock ‘n’ Roll Recipes

Upside Your Head! Rhythm
and Blues on Central Avenue

Colors and Chords: The Art of Johnny

cookies to dip while your read.
An added benefit to coffee at Johnny’s is they’ve been
presenting local live music and
the occasional flamenco dancer
to entertain the nervous crowd.
Coffee Creators Joel Radtke and
Jennifer Wagstaff told me the ensemble that paints to music just
has to be seen to be believed,
and the owners present a new
artist and photographer every
month in the gallery. Drop in,
check out the walls, stoke up on
caffeine and groove to the tunes.
You can contact them at 707824-0460.
If you’re looking for music
related gifts, cruise into Incredible Records for that eclectic
piece of handpicked memorabilia, a special children’s CD,

classical and folk favorites, or
out-of-print special order vinyl. B.B. King’s famous guitar,
Lucille, is displayed inside the
shop and shines like the lady
she is. They have a Beatles guitar
pick, Jim Morrison drawings and
letters, original Rolling Stones
magazines, classic posters, and
a beautiful (not for sale) collection of original Kora gourd slave
banjos. Owner, Jonathon Lipsin
has staged over 200 concerts
in the last 6 years and says he’s
able to pack in over 150 people
with the best low-tech advertising method around—word of
mouth. The musicians play for
free and donations are accepted
as well as having their CD’s on
sale at the front counter.
(continued on page 26)
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Quicksilver Mine Company Is a
Sonoma Co. Handcrafted Original
18 different Sonoma Co. art-

T

HE

QUICKSILVER MINE

CO.
SEAMS

BURSTS
WITH

AT

THE

UNUSUAL

AND WONDERFUL HANDCRAFTS,
JEWELRY, GOURMET FOOD AND
WINE,

People’s Music carry strings, picks, sheet music, guitars, banjos, chimes, drums, drums, and more
MUSIC, THE ARTS & FEASTING IN DOWNTOWN SEBASTOPOL
(continued from page 25)
Lipsin’s nine-year-old son
Jeremy has absorbed all of his
Dad’s love for music and is becoming an accomplished singer
and dancer. He will be featured
as Fritz in the Luther Burbank
Center’s Nutcracker this holiday
season. The store is located at
112 No. Main St. and you can
contact them at 707-824-8099.
People’s Music located at
122 No. Main St. has been in
Sebastopol for 35 years and has
been owned by Bo Bryant for the
last 16. The informed but never
pushy staff can show you and
generally demonstrate each of
the massive selection of musical instruments. They also carry
sheet music, picks, strings and
local Sonoma Co. pre-recorded
music. Band rentals for schools,
music lessons and gift certificates can all be found here. They
have an electric guitar package
that includes: guitar, wiring and
amplifier; and an acoustic guitar
package with guitar, strap, pick,
strings and a book. Bo says that
business is better than ever since
a lot more people are playing at
home and with friends.
One of their big sellers
just happens to be ukeleles for
8-year-olds. No joke. They also
admit to having many quality
banjos, but they can only show
them after hours. Joke. (One of
the many endless banjos-areannoying jokes in the world.)
All the people who operate
People’s are professional musicians. Bo plays banjo with the
People’s Music Dixieland Band.
Cliff Delbridge is a jazz and blues
guitar teacher. Chris Carney,

People’s expert repairman for the
last 12 years, plays old time and
celtic fiddle in two bands. Hoytus
Rolen, while being an expert on
the whole store, is also a jazz
and blues guitarist and teacher/
musician activist who shares his
time at peace rallies drumming
for projects like Save the Redwoods.
They have an outrageous
selection of Sonoma Co. crafted
shakers and rattles, whistles and
flutes, digeredoos and chimes.
Their drums range from steel
drums, log drums, traditional
Native American and East Indian drums, ceremonial gathering
drums, bodhrans, talking drums,
djembes and dumbeks. As far as
what they have on special for the
holidays, Hoytus told us, “Everything is special at People’s.” You
can contact them at 707-8237664.
The Powerhouse Brewing
Company located at 268 Petaluma Ave. is Sebastopol’s local
hotspot for live top name acts
like Zigaboo Modeliste & His
Ahkestra, David Nelson Band,
Taj Mahal and Roy Rogers &
The Delta Rhythm Kings. They
also serve up some incredible
handmade microbrew beer, cajun style red beans and rice, the
yummiest baby back ribs and
plenty of other seasonal dishes.
Their patio dining is lovely and
the interior has a wonderful collection of vintage posters and
New Orleans folk art. You can
contact them at 707-829-9171.
Jasper O’Farrell’s located
at 6957 Sebastopol Ave. is Jack
Kras’ Sonoma Co. original for
free live acoustic tunes. Did I
just say free? Yep, and thanks to
their new chef, Mark Porretta,
they’re now serving up some

very eclectic and downright
yummy pub grub. Stop in Monday through Friday for a great
meal and check the schedule
on the window for an open mic
session. You can contact them at
707-823-1389 for the evening’s
acoustic lineup.
If you enjoy the finest champagnes and the tastiest oysters,
head across the street to Sebastopol Fine Wine Co. at 6932
Sebastopol Ave. on the Town
Plaza for their 5th Annual
Champagne and Oyster Tasting on December 7th. They
ship wine anywhere and have a
tasting bar so you can make that
crucial holiday decision with
the confidence of expert advice.
Tony says, “I taste a lot of bad
wine, so you don’t have to,” and
he means it. Reservations are essential for the champagne and
oyster tasting, so contact them
soon at 707-829-9378 or online
at www.sebastopolfinewine.com.
If you’re looking for a truly
cool, ready-made mirror or have
an unusual framing idea for a
keepsake, you won’t want to
miss MeSH, Sonoma County’s
conservation framing specialist.
They’re located at 6984 McKinley St. next to Whole Foods
and have hundreds of frames
to choose from. They carry the
lowest priced mirrors from large
to pocket-size, in all styles from
chrome to wood. The staff also
does custom framing for valuable fine art using high quality
acid-free mattes. They have some
original artworks too, including
a teenager’s discarded orthodontic retainers in a lovely glass box,
and a beaded meat grinder to
decorate your kitchen. You can
contact them at 707-823-1971.
If you like to make jewelry,

all made right here in
Sonoma County. In business
since 1983, Quicksilver also
features a separate fine art
gallery at the rear of the store,
hosting rotating exhibitions
of local artists’ work.
Owner Khysie Horn says
she’s continually amazed at
the incredible things people
make with their hands; the outrageously delicious Sonoma
County foods and wines; the
writers and books they write;
the little (and sometimes notso-little) businesses creating
everything from jewelry and
refrigerator magnets to soaps,
hats, cards, and windchimes.
Quicksilver’s shelves brim
with fine ceramics by many
of the County’s favorite potters; intricate wooden puzzle
boxes; all kinds of books about
Sonoma County’s history, flora
and fauna, places to go, and
things to do. Handwoven
scarves, delicious handmade
chocolates from “Pippins
Chocolates” and four flavors
of “Running Rabbit” licorice,
made in Petaluma.
Throughout December, a
group show, “Artists Toy” will
present sculpture, paintings,
ceramics and assemblage by

ists. Toys for adults and children, some created simply for
fun, some to toy with the eye
and mind.
On Thursday evening, December 5th Quicksilver hosts
their Annual Holiday Open
House during ARTwalk.
This festive event will feature

“

Quicksilver’s shelves
brim with fine ceramics by many of
the County’s favorite
potters; intricate
wooden
puzzle boxes; all
kinds of books about
Sonoma County’s
history, flora and
fauna, places to
go, and things to
do.

”

The West County Consort,
playing medieval, renaissance,
baroque and contemporary
recorder music; & Paul Wood
of Fiddlewiddit puzzles. There
will be delicious Sonoma
County taste treats and a 20%
off storewide from 5-8 p.m.
Plus the “Blue Plate Special,” a pottery seconds sale,
will be held every weekend
in December on the sidewalk
in front of the store.
Quicksilver Mine Company
is located at 154 No. Main St.
Sebastopol, CA 95472 phone:

Magnolia Studio
BOOK CONSTRUCTION
Design, Production & Project Coordination

1810 Darby Road
Sebastopol, CA 95472
voice: 707-824-9662
fax: 707-824-9662
email: pjbeaty@magnoliastudio.com
www.magnoliastudio.com

Moonstone
Muse
The Doorway
To Peace

SUKAYNA STETSON

3641 Main St. • P.O. Box 454 Occidental, CA 95465
PHONE: 707-874-1010 EMAIL: nur@monitor.net
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search out Bargains & Beads
located at 168-C No. Main St.
down the hallway from Sebastopol
(continued on page 27)
MUSIC, THE ARTS & FEASTING IN DOWNTOWN SEBASTOPOL
(continued from page 26)
Cookie Co. and just inside the
parking lot entrance to the Main
St. shops. Antique collector Michelle Schuler inherited many
of the antique and vintage beads
when she bought the inventory
from a friend. Open for only 6
months she is quickly getting
set up for those crafty types out
there looking for something different and creative to make. She
has lots of popular semi-precious
stones, painted leather, seed
beads, bone, cowry shells and
pre-strung beads and necklaces.
She also carries many styles of
fasteners, wire, string, and glitter to make your creation secure
and beautiful. They have a signup sheet for beading classes that
will begin in January. Stop in and
get your name on the list soon,
space is filling up fast. You can
contact her at 707-824-4700.
Montmartre Artist’s Supplies at 156 No. Main St.

carries absolutely everything
Sonoma Co. artists wish they
could stock in their studios. Ellen and Chris Cheek specialize
in practical supplies for beginners and professionals that are
not often found locally. Stamps
and multi-colored stamp pads,
acrylic, oil and encaustic paints,
crayon collections in every size,
sidewalk chalks, colored pencils
and glitter are all stocked up to
keep your world colorful. They
carry almost anything the artistic
mind can dream up, including
handmade and fine art paper
for original gift wrapping. Those
wonderfully fun string lights for
the holiday tree are piled in a
basket right inside their door
that include: sunflowers, yellow
duckies, chili peppers, cowboy
boots, cacti and cowheads. The
Chinese kites decorating the
ceiling are also available for
sale and they have all the supplies you could want to create
artwork with gourds.
Montmartre also hosts
many classes and art events,
including their weekly life drawing classes on Tuesdays. Their
refillable sketchbooks are perfect for producing many studies
for that final oil. They will be

Through December 30th

teaching children ages 8-12
how to assemble creative sculptures with recycled materials
during the Junk Art Workshop
with 3D-Edddy on Saturday,
December 14th from 12:30-2:
30 p.m. You can contact them
at 707-824-4837 or online at
www.monmartart.com.
Take a few moments to stroll
west on Bodega Ave. and both
ways down Florence Ave. to
view the huge pop-rivet sculptures in many of the yards. This is
just another one of those off-thebeaten track originals that make
Sebastopol so fun to discover.
For the finest in art glass,
saki sets, hummingbird feeders, wine goblets, icicles and
crystalline ornaments, hearts,
paperweights, marbles, figurines
and perfume bottles, check out
Homeblown Glass Co. at 7108
Bodega Ave. just around the corner from Main St. They have the
best art glass prices in Sonoma
Co. I got the most wonderful
goblets for my dear friends’
inspiring wedding last summer
in this little shop. Very sturdy
and stupendous for toasting.
They also carry the standard
smoke shop supplies in the back,
primarily produced by Sonoma
County glassblowers. They’ve
recently been doing a radio promotion called “Battle of the Bubblers” on 101.7 The Fox where
people do waterpipe hits on the
air and win a free bubbler from
Homeblown Glass Co. for the
best bubble sound and cough.
Seriously, this is a very popular
contest held once a month and

Tony
Marti’s
At this time of year our thoughts turn
to those who have supported the
creative spirit in the local community.
Thank you for a successful 2002
and may 2003 and beyond fill your eyes with
beauty and your hearts with love.

BODEGA LANDMARK
STUDIO
A Regional Fine Art & Craft Gallery

707-876-3477
www.artbodega.com
On the corner in Historic Bodega
17255 Bodega Hwy.

Sebastopol
Fine Wine Co.

“The West County Import-Outpost”

I TASTE A LOT OF
BAD WINE SO YOU
DON’T HAVE TO!
Check Out The
Online Newsletter:
www.sebastopolfinewine.com

ON THE PLAZA

6932 Sebastopol Ave. Suite A
Sebastopol, CA
PHONE: 707-829-9378
FAX: 707-829-7873

Ceramic painting party at Ceramics Delight Studio in Sebastopol.

Ceramics Delight Studio Offers
Ceramic Paint- and penquins.
The birthday parties are
ing Holiday
really affordable at $14 per
child and include a piece for
Parties

C

er amics
Del ight
St udio
AT
6906
SEBASTOPOL AVE. NEXT
TO SCREAMING MIMI’s is truly
unique place to create an
original gift for that special
someone. The way the studio
works is you pick out a beautiful unfired bisque piece,
you paint it, and then they fire
it. You pick the piece up at
another time.
They have everything
from dishware to vases and
cookie jars. The animal and
fairy tale figurines are too numerous to mention, but the
girls at the painting birthday
party I observed were happily working on snails, butterflies, fish, unicorns, kitties,
discussed every Friday night on
the air. You can contact the store
at 707-824-8242.
P&G Pottery and Functional Art is located at 7202
Bodgea Ave. on the corner of
High St. As a very small venture Peter Lu and Gerrie Walker
sculpt and finish each piece on
site giving the added dimension,
vitality and authenticity their
pottery emanates. They carry
many functional items including
complete place settings done in
the low-fire terra cotta style for
daily use. These delicate and
versatile vases, sconces, fence
post finials, trivets, tiles, gargoyles and Christmas ornaments
are sure to fit someone on your
list. They’re having a big sale
December 7th and I plan to
check it out. You can contact
them at 707-829-8701.
Artisana Functional Art
located at 146 No. Main St.
is a Sebastopol local favorite.
Celtic, Asian and Native American leather artwork intended
for daily use. Address books,
journals, sketchbooks, check-

each child to paint and a balloon bouquet and gift for the
birthday child. They also put
on special ceramics painting events for teens, seniors,
ladies nights, baby showers,
anniversaries,
sororities,
office parties and holiday
events that get quite lively
and creative. They have idea
books and over one hundred
stamps, including great holiday motifs.
Open since April, Laurie Armanini and Samantha
Buller have turned this location into a really cozy place
to create handmade personalized keepsakes or to stage
a really memorable party.
Drop-ins are welcome, but

book covers, purses, medicine
pouches and brag books by
nationally reknowned Santa
Rosa based Oberon Design
are featured here. I’ve carried
one of their address books for
6 years now, it’s quite beautiful
and sturdy. Functional and arty
tables, mugs and platters, vases,
blown glass globes, birds and
snowballs decorate this shop
from top to bottom. The vast
selection of fine and fashion
handmade silver and gold jewelry is phenomenal. Many items
in Artisana are priced under $20.
They keep the prices low so you
can afford to come back again
and again. You can contact them
at 707-829-3036.
Analy Furniture at 226 So.
Main St. is Sebastopol’s naked
furniture venue. You know, furniture that’s bare wood, looking
for love and stain and a warm
body to sit on it. Glen and Marti
Kennedy carry many imported
and locally produced finished
and unfinished extremely functional wooden creations. They
stock book shelves, toy chests,
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animal sculptures, baby cradles,
rocking chairs, rocking horses,
wooden choo-choos and cedar
hope chests—and lots more.
(continued on page 28)
MUSIC, THE ARTS & FEASTING IN DOWNTOWN SEBASTOPOL
(continued from page 27)
It’s all jam-packed into this
wonderful woody-smelling store.
Take a big whiff when you step
inside. They also provide finishing and staining services if you
aren’t a do-it-yourselfer. You can
contact them at 707-823-2514.
Right next door and in fact
attached to Analy Furniture
is Illumination, the antique and
new lamp connection. They
have hundreds of Tiffany and
Venetian style stained glass
lamps for table top or hanging.
It’s a beautiful little shop that
invites browsing. You can contact them at 707-829-0440.
ARTwalk kicks off it’s holiday season with a strolling tour
of the arts, live theatre and wonderful music, Thursday evening,
December 5th. Bring the family
and join your friends all over
downtown for lots of events
including a Community Tree
Lighting and the VNA Hospice
Lights of Life at the Sebastopol
Town Plaza on Petaluma Ave.
and McKinley Ave. from 5:30 to
8 p.m. The tree lighting will have
a sing-along, holiday refreshments, candle lighting, and the
exciting arrival of Santa Claus.
The
Sonoma
County
Repertory Theater located in
a wonderful space at 104 No.
Main St., is presenting “Holiday
Memories” by Truman Capote.
This delicate and heartwarming
play is based on Capote’s short

stories, The Thanksgiving Visitor and A Christmas Memory.
The play runs Thursday-Saturday
at 8 p.m. through December
21st. During the ARTwalk festivities, tickets will be $10. This
is the 10th anniversay season
for this locally grown Sonoma
County actors group. For more
information and tickets call 707823-0177.
Lucy’s Restaurant, Bar &
Bakery has been in Sebastopol
for 5 years and the locals have
been raving about them for
different reasons. Some folks
discovered them through their
raspberry/maple walnut scones,
pastries, croissants, 3-layer cornbread, sourdough rolls and brick
oven bagels at the Farmers Market on Sundays in Sebastopol’s
Town Plaza. Some have an addiction to brick oven pizzas and
are delighted that they now have
a great place to satisfy the urge.
And still others are into the wine
list, gourmet dinners, desserts and
summertime alfresco patio dining. Whatever you’re hungry for
you’ll be able to fill the need at
Lucy’s. Brick oven baked granola,
vegan soups, perfectly grilled
steaks, organic seasonal salads,
specialty pizzas...it’s just endless.
The happy hour bar has the full
menu available until 10 p.m.,
with pizza and salads served until
11 p.m. Lucy’s Bakery is open at
7 a.m. every morning and their
coffee and espresso drinks are
causing a buzz with the locals.
Or is that causing the locals
to get buzzed? Either way you
can make dinner reservations at
707-829-9713.
The Pine Cone Restaurant
at 162 No. Main St., is really
my favorite place for breakfast
in Sebastopol. Family owned

Bargains & Beads
Anything But Typical

168-C No. Main St.,
Sebastopol, CA
(BETWEEN SEBASTOPOL COOKIE CO. & GLOBAL VILLAGE)

Tues.–Sun.
10a.m.-6p.m.

since 1952 they serve breakfast
all day and 50’s style burgers,
shakes and fries. The freshsqueezed orange juice is a real
treat along with the special pies
and ice cream. You can contact
them at 707-823-1375 but reservations aren’t necessary, just
drop in and take a seat.
The natural organic vegetarian choice for American, Italian,
and Mexican cuisine is Slice Of
Life, located at 6970 McKinley
St. next to Whole Foods. This
great little find features groovy
fast food like fat-free fries, eight
vegetarian burgers, burritos, sandwiches, soups, organic salads,
organic crust pizza by the pie or
slice and organic egg-free pasta.
They serve many vegan specials
including a large selection of
vegan desserts. They are open for
breakfast, lunch and dinner and
you can contact them at 707829-6627.
Screamin Mimi’s located
at 6902 Sebastopol Ave. at
the intersection of Hwy. 12 and
116 West is THE most decadent
place to find award-winning
homemade ice cream. They
take the best ingredients, freshest fruit and organic milk, then
create magical ice cream. They
twist their own waffle cones and
hand dip them in chocolate.
The Screamin Mimi’s Sundae
featuring homemade hot fudge
and brownies, plus any flavor of
ice cream has won a gold medal
at the Harvest Fair for many consecutive years. You can contact
them at 707-823-5902.
Once you’ve done all your
shopping and had your dinner,
maybe you’ll want to head out
116 West to buy a Christmas
tree. Check out Victorian Christmas Tree Farm at 1220 Graven-

FAMILY OWNED
& OPERATED
SINCE 1964

Michelle Klucznik (6 years) and Jake Garrigan (14 years)
visiting with Santa Claus.

Santa Claus Makes An Early Visit
To Andy’s Market Dec. 14-15

S

ANTA’S COMING TO ANDY’S

MARKET

TO SEE WHO HAS

BEEN NAUGHTY OR NICE.

On Saturday, December 14th
and Sunday, December 15th,
from noon to 3:00 p.m. Santa
will be sitting atop their 1938
Model T Produce Truck ready
to listen to your child’s Christmas hopes and dreams.
Free hot spiced cider and
Christmas candies are provided for the kids while the
stein Hwy. No. (or 116 West).
They let you choose and then
cut any of their vast selection of
pine fir and spruce trees. They
carry pre-cut trees too, as well
as living trees, wreaths, ornaments, a petting farm, free cider
and pumpkin bread. You can
contact them at 707-823-0831.
There’s also the Spirit of Christmas Tree Farm a litle further up
Gravenstein Hwy. No. (or 116
West) where you cut their trees
or choose from a vast selection
of their pre-cut beauties. You can
contact them at 707-823-6751.
Well, this has been another
wonderful opportunity for me
to get to know my neighbors
and hopefully help some of

grown-ups do their holiday
shopping. Bring your camera
or order an 8” x 10” in a Cool
Yule photo frame for only
$9.99.
Andy’s is an open air
organic market located just
north of downtown Sebastopol at 1691 Gravenstein Hwy.
No. (116 West). You can contact them at 707-823-8661.

the lesser known businesses to
thrive this season. Next month
I will write about the many
woman-owned and operated
art galleries, boutiques, and craft

“ ”

Take time to give thanks.
Make time to be giving.
KEITH MOSELEY, STRING
CHEESE INCIDENT

shops in West County that I discovered while researching these
last two articles. They’re numerous, their energy and enthusiasm
inspires and rejuvenates us all.
I moved to Sebastopol a
year ago from the East Bay and

OPEN SEVEN
DAYS A WEEK
8:30 A.M.–7 P.M.

707-824-4700

NEW HOURS

BRUNCH:
Sat & Sun 9
a.m.–2 p.m.
DINNER: Nightly 5:30–10 p.m.
BAR:
Sun-Thurs 4:30-11 p.m.
Fri–Sat 4:30-Midnight

707-829-9713

(On The Town Plaza) 6948 Sebastopol Ave., Sebastopol, CA

ORGANIC DIESTEL TURKEYS $1.99/lb.
Cheese Platters • Gourmet Gifts • Fruit Baskets

Santa’s Coming! December 14th & 15th

Organic Produce • Bulk Groceries • Gourmet Wines & Cheeses
All Natural Health & Beauty Products
1691 Gravenstein Hwy. No., Sebastopol, CA 95472 • 707-823-8661
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Brahms’ German ReMusic
quiem at Santa Rosa
A Chanticleer Christmas Returning for 25th Symphony
Season is a Cherished Bay Area Tradition

C

HANTICLEER, THE INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED
MAN

ACAPPELLA

ENSEMBLE, OPENS ITS

12-

CHORAL

25TH ANNIVERSARY SEASON with 10 holiday
concerts across the Bay Area
through December 23rd. The
concerts take place in atmospheric churches and missions,
with ideal acoustics and surroundings for a holiday event.
Beginning in Sacramento the ensemble will be making stops in
Berkeley, Petaluma, Santa Clara,
San Francisco, and Carmel.
Chanticleer’s
Christmas
program, created by Music
Director
Joseph
Jennings,
features a variety of medieval
and Renaissance music, lively
carols, and glorious spirituals.
Among the favorites to
be performed are
Michael Praetorius’ “In dulci
jubilo;” the
lively 16th
century
S p a n -

ish tune, “Riu, riu chiu;” John
Tavener’s “Village Wedding;”
the lovely “The First Noell;” and
Chanticleer’s most requested
piece, the haunting “Ave Maria”
by Franz Biebl.

“

The concerts take
place in atmospheric
churches and missions,
with
ideal acoustics and
surroundings for a
holiday event.

”

As The New Yorker stated
last year, “No one does a better choral Christmas than the
virtuoso male voices of Chanticleer.” The Christmas concerts
begin the 2002-2003 Bay
Area season, which
continues with
two concert
sets in March
2003 and a
fourth set in
June 2003.

A Chanticleer Christmas
will be performed ten times in
six cities: Sacramento’s First
United
Methodist
Church
on November 30 at 8 p.m.;
Berkeley’s First Congregational
Church on December 1st at
7 p.m.; Petaluma’s St. Vincent
Church on December 17th at
6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.; Mission
Santa Clara on December 20th
at 6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.; San
Francisco’s St. Ignatius Church
on December 21st at 8 p.m. and
December 22nd at 7 p.m.; and
Carmel Mission on December
23rd at 6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m.
Tickets to A Chanticleer Christmas are $37 and $34 (reserved)
and $25 (general admission).
Tickets can be charged by phone
through City Box Office at 415392-4400 or 800-407-1400 or
online via www.chanticleer.
org. For group sales of ten or
more, contact Linda Graham at
415-346-7805.

HUGE
INVENTORY
NEW & USED

Musical Instruments
BUY • SELL • TRADE
World Beat Percussion
Most Major Brands
Acoustic Guitars
Books & Videos
Special Orders
Lessons
Repairs

T

O BRING SPIRIT AND SIGNIFICANCE TO THE HOLIDAY
SEASON, THE

SYMPHONY

SANTA ROSA

WILL PRESENT ONE OF

THE MOST BELOVED AND INSPIRING CHORAL WORKS OF ALL TIME:

Brahms’ German Requiem
December 7th-9th at the Luther
Burbank Center. Combining
chorus, solo voices and a full
orchestra, this work endeavors
to gently reconcile humankind
with the inevitability of death,
but also expresses a deeply felt,
non-denominational statement
of faith in a glorious afterlife.
These concerts continue
the Symphony’s tradition of
community involvement and its
strong commitment to building
inter-generational support. As
part of this commitment, the
orchestra will be joined by the
Santa Rosa Symphony Honor
Choir under the direction of
Conductor Jeffrey Kahane and
Choral Director Robert Worth.
Auditions were held for the
Honor Choir in early September.
The Choir combines the voices
of fifty gifted students from ten
area high schools, seventyfive talented adult members
from community choirs and
fifty members of the Sonoma
County Bach Choir.
Renowned
Canadian
soprano Karina Gauvin and
baritone Stephen Powell will
perform as guest soloists.
The Toronto Star remarked
that Gauvin has “remarkable
technical dexterity and crystalline tones,” while the New York
Times called her a “focused lyrical soprano.”
Among other operatic en-

JERRY’S

Tree Service

OVER 21 YEARS EXPERIENCE

LOCALLY OWNED SERVING
SONOMA & MARIN

43 Petaluma Blvd. No.
Petaluma, CA 94952

707-765-6807
800-559-8623

www.talltoad.com

Licensed/Bonded & Fully Insured

CCL #806641

F R E E ES T I M AT E S
707-778-8264

gagements, baritone Stephen
Powell recently sang the role
of Germont in LaTraviata with
the Portland Opera and the role
of Marcello in the Lyric Opera
of Chicago’s production of La

Renowned Canadian soprano
Karina Gauvin has “remarkable
technical dexterity and crystalline tones,” says the New York
Times.

Baritone Stephen Powell is
known for his commanding
stage presence and tonal
Boheme. Known for his commanding stage presence and
tonal beauty.
Symphony performances
are Saturday and Monday at 8
p.m. and Sunday at 3 p.m. Free,
pre-concert lectures by Music
Director Jeffrey Kahane will
begin one hour prior to each
concert in the main theater. An
open rehearsal performance
begins at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
December 7th.
Tickets are available at the
Symphony Box Office at the Luther Burbank Center daily, from
9 a.m.-6 p.m., at the door 1 1/2
hours before each performance
or by calling 54-MUSIC (707546-8742). Single tickets begin
at $28 and senior discounts are
available. $7 Student Rush tickets, for students with school I.D.,
are available one half hour prior
to curtain.
For further information contact
the Symphony Box Office at:
50 Mark West Springs Rd., Santa
Rosa, CA 95403, 707-546-8742.
Or visit the website at www.
santarosasymphony.com
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Music
For An Intimate Jazz Experience
Get Down To Zebulon’s Lounge

N

OT

LONG

AGO

TWO

STRANGERS MET AT AN ART
FUNCTION IN

PETALUMA

WHO SHARED THE SAME VISION TO
EXPAND THE CITY’S NIGHT LIFE WITH
A COZY AND INTIMATE JAZZ LOUNGE.

Karen Ford had moved from
New York and Trevor Cole came
up from the Bay Area a few years
ago with the same thing in mind.
They agreed to open a lounge for
locals to enjoy live jazz.
In December Zebulon’s
Lounge celebrates its fifth month
open for business with three special performances for your pleasure. On December 20th, Savoy
& Friends Fifth Annual Funky
Christmas Party will feature an
all star band with several vocalists. On December 27th, you
can be dancing to the Latin and
hip hop sounds of Cannonball
performing eclectic new sounds
with their eight piece band. The
last time they performed here
there was standing room only, so

book early.
The New Year’s Eve party
promises to be beyond your
expectations. The Emmanuel
Vaughn Lee Trio will shake
things up with their fresh and
exciting sound that respects
jazz traditions. Emmanuel is a
22-year-old bass player with a
new CD entitled “Previous Misconceptions.” He’s joined on sax
by Dayna Stephens who just returned from touring with Herbie
Hancock in Paris. Rounding out
the trio is Jeff Marrs on drums.
There will be champagne flowing, party favors, surprises and
edibles.
The Lounge features a special stage designed by Karen’s
husband, Doug Ford and his
partner Jerry Stecling. Both are
sound engineers and the stage is
actually a huge speaker cabinet
housing the sub woofers which
are built in underneath. Speakers on all the walls create an

integrated and efficient sound
system. “This is the way jazz is to
be heard,” remarked the owners
in unison.
People are coming here
because they want to be part of
this scene. Even the musicians
are into the audience as much
as they have come to enjoy
great jazz. Everyone is attentive.
Sometimes outside musicians
show up to jam such as when
some of Wynton Marsalis’ sidemen came following a performance at LBC recently.
The Tuscan interior highlights the ochre and amber colored walls and Persian red ceiling with candles everywhere.
The soft intimate lighting is reflected on the newly refinished
original 1903 wood flooring. Art
is displayed on the walls featuring a new artist each month.
Even the tables are works of art.
Karen designs and constructs
what she calls “glitter enameled

Karen Ford and Trevor Cole have opened Zebulon’s Lounge for
the locals to enjoy live jazz in Historic Downtown Petaluma.
functional art furniture.”
The decor provides a charming presentation not only for
guests and the audience seven
nights a week but also for those
who want to rent Zebulon’s
Lounge as their private event
space for that special occasion.
Karen was an event coordinator and can handle all of your
needs. The Lounge can facilitate
40 seated guests and an additional 30 for standing room.
Beverages include Sake,
wine, beer and Belgian ales as
well as fresh roasted organic
coffee served from a French
Press, tea and nonalcoholic
drinks. They offer sixteen unusually tasty Sake Cocktails and a
global wine list from France,

Germany, Italy, Portugal, Spain,
Australia and New Zealand in
addition to Sonoma and Napa
wines. Their edibles consist
of caviar, cheese or pate with
baguettes, olive tappenade and
many dessert cakes.
Stop in to experience their
Happy Hour from 4:30 to 7
p.m. If you visit on Tuesday,
you’ll experience literary and
erotica readings from 7 to 9 p.m.
and jazz from 9 to midnight.
Zebulon’s Lounge is located at
21 Fourth Street in historic downtown Petaluma across from the
Museum. Parking is abundant at
the A St. Parking lot across the
street.
For

more

information

call

People’s Music
World’s Greatest Music Store
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A Rolling Stone
Gathers No
Moss

Travel

BY JEAN COOKE

www.virtualtourist.com

“All Abooooaard,” signaled passengers to settle in for a relaxing ride into the River of Lost Souls.

Trains, Festivals & Southwestern Colorado
SILVERTON & DURANGO
RAILROAD
www.durangorailway.com
Chugging
into
Durango,
Colorado, the picture postcard
perfect Silverton & Durango Railroad captures the essence of long
ago where women in long dresses
shopped and cowboys tipped
hats in greeting. This quaint Victorian town lies at 6,512 feet in
the southwest corner of Colorado,
surrounded by pine forests and
colorful quaking aspen groves in
the San Juan Mountains. I fell in
love with Durango.
“All Abooooaard,” signaled
passengers to settle in for a relaxing ride into the River of Lost
Souls. Winter passengers can
select a heated coach or parlor
car. Take either the roundtrip all
day train with a 2 hour stop in
Silverton, or a bus one way and
the train the other like we did.
The chugging heartbeat
steam rhythm sets the pace
along one of the prettiest and
rugged river valleys you’ll ever
see. Breathe fresh mountain
air while letting go of stress on
tracks that carried miners, precious gold and silver, then tourists for 120 years.
A massive engineering undertaking with nature always the
master during downpours and
avalanches, pieces of rusty rail
still poke higgidy piggidy out
of the Animas River along with
a few old bridges. The Animas
River meanders through narrow back canyons as the train
slows over thin terrain, coming
so close to rock cuts that I didn’t
want to sneeze.

Taking on water at Needleton tank from a long spigot,
men on the train roof looked like
characters from a John Wayne
movie. I can imagine my Irish
ancestors doing the same. As the
train passed over High Bridge
wooden trestle, letting off side
steam twice proved a spectacular show.
S&D railroad serves tourists, carries supplies for remote
cabins, and drops off or picks up
backpackers on arrangement. A
boxcar stows their backpacks,
but where the smelly backpackers went, I did not see. Per
Jason Lee, “The backpackers
are generally going to the Chicago Basin, home of several of
Colorado’s 14,000 foot peaks
and an especially secluded area
to backpack and climb.” An
exclusive golf resort, Tall Timber
Resort, originally “Ah! Wilderness Dude Ranch” from 18521985, is accessed only by train
or helicopter. The large resort
meadow hosts an annual S&D
fall photographer special.
The only wildlife we saw
was two magnificently racked
buck and four chipmunks.
Plenty of big horn sheep, elk
and bear inhabit this valley too.
Nearing Durango, the guys
were treated to a trackside
woman exposing her breasts,
then bare buttocks mooning the
train to loud hoots and cheers.
DURANGO
www.durango.org
Established in 1881 as a frontiermining town, Durango is close
to the Four Corners area, where
Utah, New Mexico, Colorado
and Arizona meet. Breathtaking beauty, ranches, rolling hills

and friendly people know their
real gold is in scenery with yearround recreation such as skiing,
hiking, camping, fishing, rafting,
kayaking and cycling. Watch for
street fairs, musicians and art
festivals.
Durango has several beautiful turn-of-the-century restored
hotels complete with antique
furnishings for getaways.
SILVERTON
www.silverton.org
Silverton (meaning tons of
silver) is located about 500
mountainous miles from Denver in a meadow formed from
an old volcanic caldera (basin)
when the ancient volcano blew
its top. A roaring camp turned
into a full blown and brazen
mining town of renown for 11
years. Silverton retains much of
its original brick Victorian architecture, furnishings, fixtures and
stamped tin ceilings.
The old bars and restaurants
are still open. Former bordellos
are spiffed up and made into
comfortable hotels without the
ladies of the night. A pioneer
spirit prevails as descendants
still welcome visitors. There are
many great places to eat like the
Handlebar whose brick interior
is decorated with just about every stuffed animal head and bird
around. Good food and friendly
service. Artisans of wood, weaving, jewelry and paintings along
with typical souvenirs, t-shirts
and Native American items are
sold on Main Street.
Hardrock Festival entrants
demonstrate the difficult skills of
drilling, mucking, spiking, tugo-war and wheelbarrow racing.
Picnickers blanket the hillside

for ringside seats. Incredible
five-person tug-o-war teams lay
on a ribbed wooden board. An
anchorperson in harness bends
backwards, red with exertion,
holding ground. Judges measure
distance in inches while onlookers cheer.
The single man drilling
contestant assembles massive
drill pieces, runs to a granite
block and drills two precise
holes—not very easy as the
powerful water drill bounces off
the rock—then runs back to disassemble everything and throw
up triumphant shaky arms.
Hardrock contests are held
wherever mines exist across the
United States.
BACHELOR-SYRACUSE
MINE, OURAY, COLORADO
www.destinationcoupons.com/
Colorado/Ouray/bachelor_
syracuse.html
Swallowed by darkness, our
mine train rattled 3500 feet into
the sandstone Bachelor-Syracuse Mine. Dark black streaks
along the walls are silver ore.
Disembarking deep in the mine
with only miner’s candlelight,
we learned the art of jacking,
double jacking and water drilling in near darkness. Miners

work in pairs taking turns holding a steel spike while the other
heaves a heavy mall, the double
jack. Deaf during hammering,
miners use sign language by
covering the glowing spike for
“STOP.” When not paying attention the hitter hits the holders’
hand causing broken bones and
payback.
Cornish immigrant miners
had difficult names and accents
so everyone was called “Jack.”
That’s how the term “jack” and
“double-jack” came along. After
mastering all mine positions,
you were a “jack-of-all-trades.”
One-hour mine tour costs
$14.95, but for $20 we also got
gold panning lessons. Gold panning technique proved rather
simple but tedious for little
reward. Scoop a shovel full of
mud and rocks, swirl a pan full
of water tipping mud out over
the pans’ ridges. Continue until
all particles of mud are gone
while heavy gold settles to the
bottom. Carefully look for tiny
shiny particles of gold. I needed
a magnifying glass.
Southwestern Colorado is
as wild as the Old West and
as tame as Telluride boutiques.
Colorado offers the great out-

The Animas River meanders through narrow back canyons as the
train slows over thin terrain, coming so close to rock cuts that I
didn’t want to sneeze.
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Business
ABOUT
YOUR
MONEY

BY JIM BECKER

T

When will the stock
market recover?

O BE HONEST,

I WISH I KNEW
THE ANSWER. So does everyone else. But, If no one
knows the answer, why would
anyone invest in today’s market.
Here are eight good reasons:
1. Because you have long-term
financial goals you want and
need to achieve.
2. Because it’s difficult to
achieve those goals earning at
a savings rate of 1 percent.
3. Because seven of the eight
richest Americans have the
last names of Gates or Walton (five are Sam Walton’s of
Walmart’s heirs) and none of

these people got rich by investing in bonds or CDs.
4. Because investing is not as
simple as buying when you
feel good and selling when
you feel bad.
5. Because it feels like a good
time to get out of the market,
which means it’s probably a
good time to get in.
6. Because stock prices are
down, and this is what it feels
like to buy low.

7. Because if you wait for good
news on the economy, corporate earnings or the threat of
war, you’ll most likely miss a
great growth opportunity.
8. Because in all 29 of the previous bear markets, the market
has recovered 100 percent
of its value and moved on to
new highs all 29 times.
Thus, I believe the question you should be asking isn’t
“When will the market recover?”
but “When the market recovers,
will I be ready?”
Jim Becker is the local Investment Representative with Edward Jones Investments in the
Petaluma Plaza North Shopping
Center. He conducts many informative seminars on investments
in Petaluma. He can be reached
at 707-778-7780.

Wishing you and your family a
safe and happy holiday season!

CHECK
Center
YOUR COMMUNITY BANKER

April
Goldthorpe

T WO POSITIONS AVAILABLE:
Personal Financial Rep & Bank Teller
KHALID
A L I  Branch
 M anager

Washington Mutual is Seeking To Fill Two
Full-Time Positions at the Petaluma Branch Located At:
101 Western Ave. in Downtown Petaluma
We offer competitive salaries, excellent benefits, professional growth & a
team-oriented environment. See a member of our Management Staff and
ask to complete our pre-employment process which takes about one hour.

Barbara
Clingenpeel

Custom Service Manager

Customer Service Manager

Washington Square
203 South McDowell
Petaluma, CA 94954
707-766-7880

Petaluma Main Branch
200 Washington St.
Petaluma, CA 94952
707-769-5500

www.westamerica.com

We’re looking for talented, professional, enthusiastic individuals
to work Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-6 p.m. & Saturday 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

PHONE: 707-763-4148 FAX: 707-763-2782

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU

For that professional, yet personal touch.

The Sun is 93 million miles away...
Petaluma Computer is at 4th and B!
Mon-Fri 9-5:30 • Sat 10-2 and by appointment
26 4th St., @ B St., Petaluma, CA 707-766-7350

• Purchase, Refinance, Construction,
Commercial, Investment
• Rates are the lowest in 40 years.
• Access to over 250 lenders.
• No money down—100% financing
Gregg Gallagher—Senior Loan Consultant
1105 North Dutton Ave., Suite 200
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
PHONE:

707-284-2753 •

FAX:

707-636-2824
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Business Profile

Eclectic Asian dolls with beautiful traditional costumes.

Many of the lovely European products available at Haus Fortuna.

Haus Fortuna Is A House of Good Fortune With Quality Gifts from Around the
ucts at modest prices.
of Italian linens. Haus Fortuna is
World

W

HILE THERE ARE THOSE
WHO ARE BORN TO CRE-

ATE, TO DESIGN AND TO
regardless of what they
do in life their destiny eventually
catches up to them with opportunities to share their gift. One
such person is Karla Schikore,
who owns Haus Fortuna, one of
Petaluma’s premier gift shops.
Located in The Great Petaluma Mill at 6 Petaluma Blvd.
No., she’s using her natural talent to find affordable quality
gifts from around the world that
please her clients. It’s the perfect
place to begin your holiday shopping. Karla has created an affordable outlet because she spent a
year researching products prior
to opening seven months ago.
She took an import-export class
to learn how to find quality prodVISUALIZE,

With a business background
in Corporate Real Estate for
over 25 years and an extensive
expertise in management, Karla
knows the art of negotiation
and passes the savings on to
her customers. After she and
her husband moved to Petaluma
nearly ten years ago, her creative
mind began visualizing what she
really wanted to do—open a
unique location offering gifts
Karla
Schikore,
owns Haus
from around
the who
world.
Fortuna,
one traveled
of Petaluma’s
preHaving
in Italy,
mier
gift
shops.
France and England she noticed
upon returning home that few
stores in the Bay area carried
fine European giftware at affordable prices. She soon discovered
her calling and Haus Fortuna has
become the talk of the town’s
satisfied customers. The store
offers products hard to find anywhere, such as her exclusive line

the only place in America that
supplies them.
Her experience and smart
business savvy have paved the
way for establishing a faithful
clientele. At first she tested the
market to find what would sell,
but found everything was selling.
The reason is that her prices are
the lowest in the Bay area. You’ll
agree when you see the decorative glass fireplace screens selling for under $500 compared to
identical products in catalogues
priced over $1500.
Haus Fortuna prides itself in
having something for every budget should you want to spend
$5 or $500. It’s not surprising to
find unique Blenko handblown
glass for $8 instead of $80 because Karla has negotiated good
prices from dealers. A shopper is
often heard saying, “What a dar-

ling store, this is just beautiful...”
before a purchase is complete.
There’s an array of time
honored European tradition
awaiting shoppers for the holiday. The shop offers corporate
buying experiences where
businesses can accommodate
gift giving with free delivery in
Petaluma. There’s personalized
service and complimentary gift
wrapping as well as birthday
discounts. They ship anything
anywhere worldwide.
The staff is friendly, which
makes your visit an authentically joyous experience in a
colorful and fun atmosphere.
People are proud to give inno-

“

dles, Italian jewelry and silver,
European glassware, painted ceramics, dolls from Asia, baskets,
cutlery from South Africa, wine
racks and bistro tables with
chairs. A visit is an inspiration
for some serious Christmas
shopping.
For more information call:
707-283-0166 or shop online
at www.hausfortuna.com

Haus Fortuna prides
itself in having something for every budget
should you want to
spend five or five
hundred dollars.

”

vative gifts from Haus Fortuna.
When you become a repeat customer you’ll notice that the store
looks very different with each
visit, which makes your experience more satisfying.
This season you’ll discover
Italian tassels, old fashioned
holiday candy collections, can-

P E TA L U M A
CITY TRANSIT

SENIORS:
$14
STUDENTS: $23
ADULTS:
$29

HOURS:
Tues-Thurs 10-3:30 p.m.
Fri-Sun 8-5 p.m.

• Newer, well maintained facility
• Launch ramp for trailerable boats For Rates & Information Call:
• Easy freeway access
• Ample parking near berths
781 Baywood Drive Petaluma, CA
• Fuel dock and pumpout on site
(101 North or South, take Hwy. 116 East exit)
• City provided security

707-778-4489
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Nature

A Day
At The
Park

“

BY NORRIS (BOB) DYER

In the traditional snipe hunt a boy is taken into the woods at
night. His tools are a flashlight and gunny sack. Prior to this
he has been fully trained how to make the correct “snipe
call,” and instructed that if he got it right, the snipe would
charge at him, running into the open sack. The ones taking
him on the hunt promise to “assist” by moving away and
running the snipe towards the boy. Needless to say, after
a few hours, the boy realizes the outing is a farce, that the
woods are kind of spooky, and decides to high-tail it home,
while his “friends” are off laughing somewhere.

Two common Muskrats that can often be seen at Shollenberger Park, dragging long green aquatic
plants to their eating platforms or burrows in the muddy banks of the freshwater channels.

Holiday Season is the Perfect Time for
a “Snipe Hunt” at Shollenberger Park
THE COMMON SNIPE
When I was in the military,
directing Air Force jets from a
radio site in Point Arena, I was
exposed to my maiden “Snipe
Hunt.” Little did I know I would
finally find a snipe in my backyard (so to speak) at Shollenberger Park, some 40 years later.
In the traditional snipe hunt
a boy is taken into the woods at
night. His tools are a flashlight
and gunny sack. Prior to this he
has been fully trained how to
make the correct “Snipe call,”
and instructed that if he got it
right, the snipe would charge
at him, running into the open

sack. The ones taking him on the
hunt promise to “assist” by moving away and running the Snipe
towards the boy. Needless to
say, after a few hours, the boy
realizes the outing is a farce,
that the woods are kind of
spooky, and decides to high-tail
it home, while his “friends” are
off laughing somewhere.
You will not find snipe in
the woods. You will find them
at Shollenberger Park. The
Common Snipe, Gallinago gallinago, likes freshwater marshes,
where it feeds in water up to
its belly or on muddy banks
on Snipe hunts of its own, for

precious earthworms, insects,
crayfish, etc. probing with a
long, sensitive bill. A great place
for this action is fall and winter
at the park in the twin freshwater channels that “Y” from the
entrance. The photograph below shows a snipe in the right
channel.
So, all you old “Snipe Hunt”
victims—come on by during
your holiday vacation and you’ll
have a good chance to finally
see a Snipe—but please leave
your gunny sacks at home!
“TO ERR IS HUMAN—
TO EAT A MUSKRAT IS NOT”

The Common Snipe resting in the right channel at Shollengberger Park.

We kids in Maine were all
deathly afraid of muskrats. They
seemed to occupy every little
stream. To us they were footlong rats with big teeth, and had
terrible reputations as cat-killers, etc.
The Common Muskrat,
Ondatra zibethicus, is, indeed, a
large rodent, primarily a vegetarian, and does not carry bubonic
plague fleas, by the way. Musk is
secreted by glands near the genitals—thus the name. They can
often be seen at Shollenberger,
dragging long green aquatic
plants to their eating platforms or
burrows in the muddy banks of
the freshwater channels.
The photograph at left
shows a pair enjoying the water. The tail on the left animal is
longer than it seems in the photo
as it is bent in the middle below
our vantage point. It’s used as a
rudder when swimming. There
are several dens at the park, including one just a few feet from
the entrance in the far bank of
the right channel.
Muskrats occasionally seek
a bit more protein during breeding season, such as duck eggs,
but I’ve never noticed such behavior at the park, nor panic by
birds when it swims by. In fact,
one day I watched one swim too
close to a Common Coot, which
rewarded this imposition with
a quick peck to the back of the
muskrat’s head with it sharp bill.
If a coot could swear...
At one time the Muskrats fur
was commercially important but
the days of the Muskrat Ramble
are over. As to the concept
of eating this fleshy rodent,
A.L. Karras in his Memories
of Deep River summed up his
experience with fried muskrat,
“I did not consider the result to
be a success.”

”

THIN AS A…
There are small populations of
two species of rail in the freshwater channels at the park, They
are the Sora, Porzana carolina
and the Virginia Rail, Rallus
limicola. These are both members of the family Rallidae. “Rallids” are short-tailed and stubbywinged birds, often shy.
THE SORA
The Sora is a 9” chestnut brown
bird with gray neck and breast
and a short yellow bill like a
chick. It also has a black face
and throat. The bird likes to
walk along the muddy banks, in
and out of the reeds, looking for
aquatic insects, and occasionally taking on a crayfish. It has
large feet that help it walk on
floating sticks near the shoreline. (See the photograph at the
top of page 31).
If scared it will seek refuge
in the reeds, for its body, like the
Virginia Rail, is flattened and
its feathers can be held tightly
against its body. In this way it
squeezes easily between reeds.
This is where the expression
“thin as a rail” comes from.
The Sora is more often seen
in the winter and spring, but
there is no guarantee that you’ll
see one during any given visit
to the park. Binoculars, and
patience are necessities. It likes
the banks near the entrance, and
the left channel between the
two clusters of tules that cross
the stream one hundred yards
or so from the park entrance. It’s
primary call sounds to me like
a horse’s whinny, with a rapid
series of declining notes.
(continued on page 35)
(continued from page 34)
Although I’ve seen juvenile
Sora at the park (no black on
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The Sora, a species of rail, has a lot of chestnut brown feathers and a stubby yellow bill.
face or throat) there is no record
that the species nests there.
VIRGINIA RAIL
The Virginia Rail is about 1”
larger than its “cousin” the Sora,
but occupies the same niche at
the park, with similar habits,
and sometimes can even be
seen in proximity to the Sora,
although they do not particularly like each other—rivals, you
see. It also has a lot of chestnut
brown on its wings and gray
cheeks but has a long, down
curved, red and black bill. I
emphasize this as sometimes
you see only part of a rail in the
heavy foliage, and it’s difficult to
tell which species, until you see
the bill. Remember, the Sora’s is
stubby and yellow. (See the photograph at right.)
The Virginia Rail’s call can
be a series of loud telegraph-like
“kik, kik” calls or an accelerating series of five-seven notes
that trail off at the end. The pitch
is lower than that of the Sora
and the notes not as rapid.
Unlike the Sora, the Virginia
Rail has been known to nest
at the park. In fact, for several
years, a pair nested in foliage
near the entrance adjacent to
the left channel. The newly
hatched are tiny black, fluff
balls, smaller than baby chickens. They faithfully follow the
parents, of course.
An interesting behavior of
several of the Shollenberger
Virginia Rails is that they apparently don’t like to swim through
the tunnel that connects the
freshwater channels at the entrance, but prefer to scramble
up the banks and race across

the pedestrian path to the other
side. One day a friend of mine
had to help one of the tiny black
chicks get up the 2” curb next
to the trail to continue its pursuit of mother rail. The photograph below shows a juvenile
less than six weeks old and
no longer chick-like, and still
basically black in plumage—a
gangly precursor to the beautiful
creature it would eventually
become.
Most people have never
seen rails, but Shollenberger
provides an opportunity to do
so. This is a good time of year to
watch for these birds, as well as

for the snipe and muskrat. You
need binoculars and patience.
Check the informational
kiosk 1/5th mile to the right off
the paved path for announcements of docent-conducted
park tours, or the website www.
Petalumawetlandspark.org.
The tours are free, and if any of
the interesting animals I’ve discussed in this article are about,
they’ll be pointed out to you.
The tours will be offered on the
second Saturday of each month
at 9 a.m starting in January.

An adult Virginia Rail, is about 1” larger than its “cousin” the

James Fisher and Son, Inc.

SER VING SONOMA COUNTY SINCE 1945
Since Culligan Dealers are independently operated, offers and participation may vary. Subject to credit approval. *Basic installation included.

The juvenile Virginia Rail is a gangly precursor to the beautiful
creature it would eventually become.
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Petaluma
Pete
BY RICHURD SOMERS

Pedro, Tell Us a Story

O

UR JUSTICE SYSTEM IS VERY
FAIR FOR ALL.

For example, there’s the guy who
stole some videos and was sentenced to 50 years to life because
he violated the three strikes law.
He never killed, molested, or
raped anyone, but the judge
who sentenced him to 50 years
to life and then retired, thought
the sentence was fair. The United
States Supreme Court will hear
his case, so who knows, maybe a
wrong will be righted?
Now compare that to the
case against Arthur Andersen LLP.
They got a $500,000 fine and 5
years probation. All their former
employees were tossed into the
street. No 401Ks or nada.
The petty crime that the
AA LLP corporate officers were
convicted of was destroying
and doctoring the records of its
dealings with scandal-plagued

Enron. It also was interesting to
Pete that Judge Melinda Harmon required Arthur Andersen
to pay the fine immediately (to
the court) before any civil lawsuits and other costs eat up its
remaining assets. Hmmm? The
court gets paid and no one else?
That seems fair.
Is it any wonder that the
subject of the smallest book in
Pete’s library is ethics?
Is there even one firm anywhere in America that could
stand up to ethical scrutiny?
Probably not. But if there is
one such company, maybe we
should all chip in and buy their
CEO, Chairman and CFO each a
small car. It seems that obscene
corporate greed, America’s “Oil
Wars,” and our justice system
may all have one simple ending.
And that ending, my dear
children, will be a very bright

white light when England, India, North Korea, Iraq, Pakistan,
China, Russia, and the great state
of Nevada all set off their nukes
at once. What a wonderful spectacle it will be for the other galaxies to witness.
The Northern Lights will
pale by comparison. Sunspots
will appear dim. The guy who
keeps appearing before the town
council complaining of extraterrestrial anal probes he repeatedly suffers at the hands of weird
beings will not seem normal any
more.
What to do? What to do?
Who could we follow? GWB?
Any leader of the free world? Any
leader from the Middle East? Any
business leader? Any religious
leader? Any leader at all?
Is it sad commentary that
none of us can find even one
leader who is in power today
whom we can completely trust?
But perhaps one of you has a
suggestion? Pete would love to
hear it.
Beenie Witherspoon III told
Pete that he trusted Jimmy Carter.
Ramone Duvall told Pete that he
trusted Great Uncle Williard and
his pet dead goat. Pete is trying
to trust the big yellow dog with
one ear who gave up his bed to
Bob the Swede on his last visit to
California.
The answer? Pedro, tell us
a story.
Felice Navidad.

Hospice services are provided to patients and
their families facing a life-threatening illness.

Hospice of Petaluma is a service
of Petaluma Valley Hospital and
the St. Joseph Health System,
Greater Sonoma County.
St. Joseph Health Systems
is a Ministry of the
Sisters of St. Joseph
of Orange.

This ad was
paid for in part
by the Petaluma
Kiwanis Club.

The
Devil’s
Advocate
BY JOE TINNEY

Freeway Gridlock Solved

W

E HAVE ENDURED GRIDLOCK FOR THE LONGEST
TIME ON THE DRIVE TO

SANTA ROSA. So, it was certainly
good news when they announced
that they were widening much
of Highway 101 to three lanes in
each direction. The lightning construction was completed in just
under 14 years, and it was with
a great deal of anticipation that I
finally drove to Santa Rosa at
commute time figuring to cut my
driving time by fifteen minutes.
I cut it by fifteen seconds.
Cal-Trans, in their DMV wisdom
(they have brains of dried monkey vomit) designated all the
new lanes as “carpool lanes,”
so that as few people as possible
could use them. As I sat on the
gridlocked freeway, about every
two minutes a car load of people
in the carpool lane shot by at 65
mph, grinning and waving at the
rest of us. I waved back, but not
with all my fingers.
Many Petalumans are claiming they need an inflatable rubber
companion to put in the passenger’s seat so they can use the
carpool lanes. If stopped by the
Highway Patrol they can argue
that the artificial model and the
real one have similar skin texture
after plastic surgery, and that both
versions move about the same in
bed. The cop just might agree.
“Commute hours” have
been designated from 3 a.m. to
noon and from 1:47 p.m. to midnight. Some drivers complained
that these hours were excessive,
so Cal-Trans promised to check
to see how many people actually
use the lanes. If drivers are using
the lanes, Cal-Trans promises
further steps to stop them.
Petalumans have been screaming for years that the freeway must
be widened in this area too, to
stop congestion. Some highway
officials said they would take a
look at the problem, but they insist
on a light rail service being built
as well. Cal-Trans announced it
would support light rail service,
but only if armed guards are present to keep riders off.
I wonder who makes the estimates for Cal-Trans as to how
many cars will use the carpool
lanes at “commute hours.” If
they’re wrong often enough,
they get a new job conducting
political polls in Petaluma.
Winter is coming fast, and
with it all the joys of the holi-

day season, especially winter
storms. Wasn’t that a huge storm
last month? The winds knocked
over so many trees it prompted a
protest by the Sierra Club.
It was reported that over 1.5
million customers in California
lost power, and PG&E’s crew of
three worked feverishly to restore it. They worked so quickly
that some customers in Petaluma
and Marin had their power restored in a matter of days.
People with appliances were
especially hard hit. Stores reported a rush of customers to buy
battery-operated devices, such
as flashlights, screwdrivers and
vibrators. (In the dark, they need
the flashlight to find the vibrator).
We lost a couple of trees
in the windstorm too. No, they
weren’t blown down, we just lost
them. Many others had the same
problem, so the City Council is
now considering a leash law for
trees.
There were unconfirmed rumors that the trees were blown
clear over to Penngrove, along
with several of the neighbor’s
children. If you happen to spot
them, give us a call, and we’ll
come pick them up (the trees,
not the children). The children
are being rented to childless
couples and will be returned on
Christmas Eve, with both palms
outstretched and grasping.
I have to leave now to do
my Christmas shopping. If I leave
now, I just might get to Santa Rosa
in a carpool lane by Christmas.
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Best of Bill

By Bill Soberanes

columnist-peopleologist

This article originally appeared in the
Petaluma Argus-Courier. Bill Soberanes’
column and “My Fascinating World of
People” appear regularly in the Argus-Cou-

Santa Claus and his two dogs with Bill Soberanes.

Yes, I believe in Santa
Claus

A

LL THE PEOPLE IN THE
OF

BILL

INVENTED.

BEST

ARE REAL, NOT

But the best
known person I’ve ever met is
fictitious to some people, but
very real to youngsters. His
name is Santa Claus, and his
role during the Christmas sea-

son has been portrayed by some
wonderful individuals.
As I do in all of my stories,
I print a picture of the subject
with myself. The Santa with me
in today’s photo has two dogs
with him. Although I don’t know
the name he goes by when not
being Santa Claus, I remember
how he enhanced the Christmas

spirit.
To many, Santa Claus is
know as St. Nicholas. His arrival
on Christmas Eve is something
special because he’s said to
come down the chimney. The
reason the children hang stockings is so Kris Kringle, as others call him, can fill them with
Christmas presents.

JANUARY 9 T H & 23 R D

When I told 9-year-old Jacqueline Rose Seiler I flew over
the North Pole on my way to
Russia, she asked, “Did you see
Santa Claus?” My reply was that
I saw his reindeer and I was sure
Santa was with them.
Santa has arrived in Petaluma in a variety of ways, by
sleigh, by train, and by riverboat. His arrival has always
been a cheerful festive occasion. Although he arrives in
many ways, I like his traditional
way of coming, in a sleigh
pulled by reindeer.
I remember when Santa
Claus went around Petaluma in
a model type airplane that was
built by Petaluman Pete Pracchia.
When Tomasini’s Hardware
was known as the “North Pole
of Petaluma,” wonderful people
like John Broxmeyer and Ole
Olson became legendary Santa
figures in Petaluma.
I remember Two-Ton Tony
Mazzolini, who ran the Yosemite

Hotel, impersonating the jolly
old gentleman by giving free
food to those who arrived at his
hotel on Christmas Eve and on
Christmas Day. Santa has been
pictured as a plump gentleman
and Two-Ton Tony really fit the
bill in that department.
Petaluman Bill Symons
charcterized Santa as a musical
personality for the older people
he visited during the Christmas
season. He was also Santa for
the Little Gnomes, Leprechauns
and Chowder Marching Society
during their Christmas marches.
As Santa, Bill passed out goodies, sang Christmas songs and
played the harmonica. Among
my favorite Santa Claus songs
is “Jingle Bells” as sung by Bill
“Santa Claus” Symons.
One of Petaluma’s really
spectacular Santa Clauses was
Earle Bond, whose music on
the organ brought a lot of joy
to Petaluma for many years. His
Christmas tree was decorated
with ornaments that people sent
to him from all over the world.
Today we have a hitchhiking Santa Claus, who travels
around gathering goodies for
children. His name is Sparky
Barger. Sparky has been hitchhiking as Santa for over 20
years, and by now he should be
out on the road all over Northern California.
I took on the role of Santa
Claus on several occasions,
and on one of them I rode on a
motorcycle with Petaluma
policeman Al Bigelow. I even
played Santa Claus at McKinley
School. A young Pete Candage
said, “You sound just like Bill
Soberanes!”
Yes, Virginia there really is a
Santa Claus, because he’s one of
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So You Think
You Saved Money?

At OfficeHelper you are always
GUARANTEED THE LOWEST PRICES
on all your Office Products Purchases!
But along with the lowest price, you are
also guaranteed:
• Next Day Delivery
• Professional Service and Assistance
• Business to Business Tips to Save You
Time & Money
• A Local Presence Since 1977

Is Your Office Products
Supplier Meeting Your Needs?

OfficeHelper

1330 ROSS STREET, PE TA L U M A , C A
PHONE : 800-640-4442 FAX : 800-933-7964

WE’VE
MOVED!

la maison
Home Furnishings
Accessories & Gifts
Open 7 Days a Week

Interior Decorating
(by appointment)
49 Petaluma Boulevard No., Petaluma, CA
“Under the Clock Tower”
At the corner of Western Ave. & Petaluma Blvd.

707-773-2900

HOURS: Monday-Saturday 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

W I N T E R WA R M - U P S A L E !
Save Thousands During This Limited Time Offer!
Financing As Low As 6 1/ 2% To Qualified Buyers
OFFER ENDS DECEMBER 21, 2002

NORTHBAY
SUNSPACE INC.

1225 No. McDowell Blvd.

(In the Petaluma Business Center (Between Ross & Clegg St.)

420 Lakeville Street
Petaluma, CA

707-769-8553
Lic. # B-337713

NAME ______________________ ADDRESS __________________________ PHONE__________________ AGE

Color This Picture & Bring It To:
PETER’S VALERO 532 E. Washington St. Petaluma, CA
December 2nd–December 20th

AGE GROUPS:
3-5 Years
6-8 Years
9-12 Years

13-18 Years
19-49 ADULT
50 & Up SENIORS

___

