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Petaluma River, awaits those
who take one of the first pub-
lic Petaluma River tours to be
offered by Dolphin Charters
this spring. A limited number
of these 3-hour narrated trips
will be available in late April

April 8th and 9th are the dates for this year’ edition of the Bodega Bay
Fisherman’s Festival. The event will include bathtub races, arts, crafts,
music, food, and — of course -- the annual blessing of the fleet. Activi-
ties for the younger crowd feature kite flying, a llama parade, and face
painting. The fleet begins passing in revue ar 10 AM on Saturday the
8th and festivities continue from 10 AM to 6 PM both days. For more
information, call 707.875.3704. Photo above by Karen E. Phillips.

and early May.

The tours should provide
a unique perspective on how
Petaluma preserves the past
while progressing into the
21st century. Learn how the
Petaluma River has shaped
the development of the City
of Petaluma and why it is a
renowned symbol of the area’s
heritage. Participants will see
and hear about the commer-
cial and industrial aspects of
the waterway as they depart
the downtown turning basin
and pass under the D Street
drawbridge on their way
downriver. The emphasis of
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the narration will be on the
history and importance of the
river to the town of Petaluma
and the surrounding country-
side and on the importance of
the river today.

A different world is en-
tered as the boat winds its
way through the meanders
and oxbows of the wetlands
area to the mouth of the river
at San Pablo Bay. See how the
river moves and shapes the
ecosystems, habitats and cul-
tures of the creatures that live
in, on and near it. Participants
will have an opportunity to
see the birds and wildlife that
inhabit this special region as
they cruise down the river and
return.

The trips are scheduled

COMMUNITY

River Cruises To Combine History And Scenery

for April 8th and 9th and
May 13th at 9 AM and 4 PM.
On May 13th, a sunset/full
moon cruise will be offered at
5 PM. Each trip will last ap-
proximately 3 hours.

The 50-foot yacht Del-
phinus can accommodate 30
people; children must be at
least 8 years old. The cost is
$35 per person. Payment can
be made by check or credit
card. A portion of the pro-
ceeds will go to The Friends
of the Petaluma River.

Reservations are requested
and probably required given
the limited capacity of the
Delphinus. Call Dolphin
Charters at 800.472.9942 or
510.525.0720 to reserve space
and for details of the trip.

Literary Cafe Turns Two

he  Healdsburg

Senior Center

Literary Cafe will

celebrate its 2nd
anniversary Tuesday, April
4th, with readings by the
Wellspring Poetry Group. The
Wellspring group — including
Jodi Hottel, Shawna Swetech,
Diane Rawicz, Donna Em-
erson, Kathleen Winter &
Chris Peasley -- has also been
together for almost two years,
focusing on the art of poetry.
They will read pieces in a vari-

ety of styles.

The readings begin at 7
PM and continue to 9 PM,
with open mic available if
time allows. The Healdsburg
Senior Center is located at
133 Matheson Street, one
block east of Healdsburg
Plaza. Light refreshments will
be served. Admission is free,
although $5 donations are en-
couraged. Call 707.431.3324
for details.

The Center Literary Cafe
meets the first Tuesday each
month.

Celebrity Chef Auction Benefits
Canine Companions

anine Companions for

Independence is throw-
ing a Celebrity Chef Auction
and Gala on Saturday, April
29th, from 4 to 9 PM at the
Hyatt Vineyard Creek Resort
and Spa in Santa Rosa. This
event will begin with 20
scrumptious appetizer tables,
20 sensational wine samplings
and a silent auction from 4
to 6:30 PM. Then there will
be a three-course dinner pre-
pared by celebrity chefs from
the Bay Area. The evening
ends with a live auction. Co-
median Mark Pitta will be the
Master of Ceremonies.

In keeping with the “Year
of the Dog” theme, the hon-
oree for this event is CCI’s
leading breeder dog, Bill and
ML Reinking’s “Bobby”, who
has sired more than 650 pup-
pies for CCI.

Canine Companions for
Independence is a national
non-profit organization that
enhances the lives of children
and adults with disabilities
by providing highly trained
assistance dogs and ongoing
support. For information on
tickets, visit cci.org or call
707.577.1700 and ask for
Nikki.



