WWW.PETALUMAPOST.COM

THE PETALUMA POST

APRIL 2006 * 7

History WEEK

History Week Celebrates 100th Birthday
Of Petaluma’s Carnegie Library

pril 21st through

30th has been des-

ignated  “History

Week” in Petaluma
in honor of the 100th birth-
day of the city’s Carnegie Li-
brary at 20 Fourth Street. The
focus on Petaluma’s history
begins on at noon Saturday,
April 22nd, with Butter &
Egg Days Opening Cer-
emonies on the steps of the
Petaluma Historical Library
and Museum

The parade committee
will introduce Petaluma’s
Good Egg, a person selected
annually to be honored for
her or his contribution to the
appreciation of Petaluma’s
History, and the parade’s
Grand Marshal. This year’s
Good Egg is Lucy Kortum,
who was instrumental in get-
ting the Carnegie Library and
Petaluma Silk Mill listed on
the National Registry of His-
toric Places. Kortum is also
featured in a story on Page 10
of this issue of The Post.

The Petaluma Downtown
Association, in partnership
with the Petaluma Museum,
has organized three activi-
ties in celebration of History
Week: an Egg Decorating
Contest to highlight the im-
portance of eggs in Petaluma’s
history, with decorated eggs
displayed in shops through-
out downtown (see the
separate story on page 9); a
“Then And Now” self-guided
walking tour of downtown
Petaluma businesses which are
displaying posters of how that
building looked 100 years
ago; and a History Scavenger
Hunt which will give partici-
pants a chance to find historic
clues throughout the down-
town. Those interested in
the Scavenger Hunt can pick
up a Scavenger Hunt Ques-
tionnaire at the Petaluma
Downtown Association, the
Chamber of Commerce, the
Petaluma Museum or the
Petaluma Visitors Center.
Each clue on the question-
naire will lead you to a down-

town merchant. On visiting
that merchant, you'll receive
the next clue. All the clues
will add up to a phrase, and
solving the puzzle can win
you a prize. The first 50 win-
ners will receive a gift during
Butter & Egg Days, on April
29th, between 10 AM and 3
PM at the Petaluma Museum.
A special golden ticket hid-
den among the clues will en-
title the recipient to a Surprise
Grand Prize.

The Petaluma Museum
also has special History Week
events scheduled, including
a Stone Masonry Tour of
Petaluma and a presentation
by Diana Painter about the
Carnegie Library architect
Brainerd Jones on Tuesday,
April 25th, at 7 PM.

On Sunday, April 23rd,
from 9 AM to 3:30 PM, join
stonemason Edwin Hamil-
ton and historian Katherine
Rinehart for a Stone Masonry
Tour of Petaluma. The day
will begin with a slideshow
and discussion of the Sonoma
County stone industry and
the historic architecture of
Petaluma. The slide presen-
tation will be followed by a
walking tour of downtown
Petaluma, a National Register
Historic District. The tour
will focus on various styles
and techniques used in stone
construction. A gourmet
lunch will be provided by
Central Market. The day will
end with a visit to Hamilton’s
studio in Cotati (carpooling
required) for a demonstra-
tion of the tools and stone-

working techniques used in
the buildings seen during
the morning walk. The cost
is $85 per person and atten-
dance is limited to 20 people.
Proceeds benefit the Petaluma
Museum Association Building
Restoration Fund. To register,
please call Katherine Rinehart
at 766-9462.

The Carnegie Library --
now the Petaluma Historical
Museum -- is in the spotlight
itself this year. One of 1,681
public libraries funded by An-
drew Carnegie and the Carn-
egie Corporation, Petaluma’s
Free Public Library opened
in February, 1906, for the first
public viewing of its impres-
sive interior and the largest
free-standing leaded glass
dome in Northern Califor-
nia. Books for the free public
library came as the result of
the April 1906 earthquake.
Enough damage was done to
City Hall that all books from
their collection were relocated
to the new Carnegie Library.
In November of that year,
a final Grand Opening cel-
ebrated the completion. The
building continued to serve as
Petaluma’s library through the
1950’s. Today it houses the
Petaluma Historical Library
and Museum. On Saturday,
April 22nd, the Butter &
Egg Days Opening Ceremo-
nies and Kick-Off to History
Week will be held on the front
steps of the Library building.

Stop by during History
Week or any week to see the
leaded glass dome and exhib-

its about Petaluma’s past.
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Cuisine for any time of day
»Dempsey’s Restaurant & Micro-Brewery
»JM Rosen's
Waterfront Grill
»Cucina Paradiso
»Baskin-Robbins
»Sunrise Donuts

An Interesting Mix of Shops

»Merle Norman Cosmetics
»Leo’s Vacuums

» Petaluma 1-Hour Photo
»Peterson’s Paint & Decorating
»Grocery Outlet

»Metro PCS

Personal Services

»Petaluma Nail Salon »Florencia Spa

»L&M Cleaners »Curves

»Interior Visions »Petaluma Shoe Repair

Professional Services
»Edward Jones Investments
»North American Title
»Exchange Bank
»Pixelworks

»Dr. Wong Optometrist
»Video & Audio Repair
»First Sonoma Funding
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