PETALUMAPOST.COM

THE PETALUMA POST

JULY 2009 19

s a nation, we cel-
ebrate Indepen-
dence Day with
fireworks, picnics
and parades. And as citi-
zens, it’s good to reflect on
the many freedoms we enjoy
in this country. But as indi-
viduals, we define freedom
in many different ways - and
one of the most important of
these could be financial free-
dom. That’s why you may
want to take the steps nec-
essary to eventually declare
your own Financial Inde-
pendence Day. For example,
consider the following:

Pay yourself first. In
difficult economic times,
it can be hard to set aside
money for your future. But
if you can afford it, try “pay-
ing yourself first” by having
some money moved auto-
matically each month from
your checking or savings ac-
count to an investment. If
you never actually “see” the
money, you probably won’t
miss it, and over time, you
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may be pleased by the growth
in your investment. As your
salary goes up, consider in-
creasing the amount you au-
tomatically invest.

Invest for growth. Given
the most recent recession, it’s
understandable that many
people would shy away from
investments whose principal
may fluctuate. It’s under-
standable but not necessarily
wise — because historically
these investments can pos-
sibly offer more potential
for growth when a recession
ends. And you'll likely need
this growth if youre going to
become financially indepen-
dent. Although past perfor-
mance is not an indication
of future results, by holding
these investments for the
long term, you may be able
to lower the risk involved,
because over time, quality in-
vestments tend to overcome
“down” periods and trend
upward. You can also help
control risk by including
some fixed-income vehicles,
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“I've done everything wrong,” thinks Chuck.

such as bonds and certificates
of deposit, in your portfolio.

Reduce your debts. Debt
may be your biggest obstacle
to financial independence.
It may take a fair amount of
time to get rid of your debts,
but consider your current sit-
uation and the options avail-
able to you, which might in-
clude evaluating your largest
debts, paying down high-rate
credit cards and avoiding
new loans whenever possible.
For example, mortgage rates
are low compared to histori-
cal measures, so you might
consider refinancing your
existing mortgage to lower
your monthly payment. This
would give you additional
cash flow that you could use
to pay off credit card debt.

Help protect your in-
come. If you were to become
ill or injured, and could not
work for an extended time
period, you might jeopardize
your family’s wellbeing and
your prospects for financial
independence. That’s why
you may want to consider
purchasing a disability insur-
ance policy. If you work for
a large company, your em-
ployer may offer this cover-
age, but it might not be suffi-
cient, so you may need to add
some private coverage. And if
you work for a small com-
pany or are self-employed,
you'll need to find disability
coverage on your own. True,
it’s an added expense — but
it’s also an investment in your
financial future.

Financial freedom, like
other types of liberty, does
not always come easily. To
achieve it, you'll likely have
to work hard. But it will be
well worth the effort when
your own Financial Indepen-
dence Day does arrive.

ROASTING FOR YOU SINCE 1989
COFFEE & TEA CO.

Great refreshing iced teas for summer!!

We have a variety of teas conveniently
packaged for brewing. Try Mango, Apricot,
Ginger Peach or our newest addition,
Pomegranate Green and many more!
Enjoy the iced lattes, mochas & Americanos
at our Espresso cart daily from 7:30 to 5:30,
Saturdays from 8:00 to 4:00.

212 Second Street, South of D
in the Theater District

707-763-2727
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4 Income Tax Preparation & Planning

e Individual » Corporate * Estate

e Partnership * Non-Profit « Fiduciary « LLC’s
4 IRS Audit Representation

4 Monthly/Quarterly Bookkeeping Services
4 Financial Statements
e Audit * Review * Compilation

4 Exceptional Services, Competitive Fees New

Location
3835 Cypress Dr #110

. . . just south of Lakeville of
AICPA Quality Reviewed Firm (JS_ McDowell Extension)

Member: Quickbooks Petaluma

Professional Advisers 707 795 -2 69 1

LIFE CHANGES.
PROTECTING YOUR
FAMILY SHOULDN'T.

Making sure you have adequate life insurance coverage is
an ongoing process. When your priorities change, so do
your insurance needs. An insurance review from Edward
Jones can ensure that:

§ You have the appropriate amount and type of coverage.

¥ Your policies are performing as expected; your premiums
are still competitive.

B Ownership is structured properly and beneficiary
designations are current.

B Your policy is designed to fit your current situation.

Call today for a complimentary review to help ensure
your policies still meet your needs and those of your
loved ones.

Jin Becker

257 N. McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma CA 94954
707.778.7780
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