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Sonoma-Marin Fair
Grace Patriot Wines
Best of Show – Again!:

F

or
the
second
straight year, a Grace
Patriot Wines entry
has been named
the Best of Show in the Sonoma-Marin Fair’s North of
the Gate Wine Competition. Their 2015 Torrontes,
Alta Mesa, took top honors
in 2016 and their 2013 Grenache won in the 2015 competition. The North of the
Gate Wine Competition is
the oldest wine competition
focusing on winemakers of
Northern California. The
annual wine competition is
held in conjunction with the
Sonoma-Marin Fair, June 2226, when Fair visitors will be
able to taste the award-winning wines.
Judging was held March
10 by a panel of professionals
directed by Dr. Valery
Uhl. Winemaker of the
Competition was awarded to
Miro Tcholakov, winemaker
for Trentadue Winery. In
addition Best Sparkling
went to Gloria Ferrer NV
Blanc de Noirs; Best White
to Grace Patriot Wines 2015
Torrontes; Best Rosé to Lawer
Family Wines 2015 Lawer
Estates Rosé; and Best Red
to Trentadue 2014 La Storia
Zinfandel.
Best of County Awards
were earned by Haraszthy
Family Cellars 2013 Zinfandel
Amador County – Amador
County; Cline Cellars 2014
Ancient Vines Carignane –
Contra Costa County; Boeger
2013 Barbera – El Dorado
County; Stargazer Barn 2014
Sauvignon Blanc – Humboldt
C ou nty; Cach e Cre e k
Vineyards 2012 Cabernet
Sauvignon – Lake County;

Navarro Vineyards 2014 Pinot
Noir – Mendocino County;
Frank Family Vineyards
2012 – Napa County; Grace
Patriot Wines 2015 Torrontes
– Sacramento County;
Jacuzzi Family Vineyards 2014
Montepulciano – San Joaquin
County; Trentadue 2014 La
Storia Zinfandel – Sonoma
County.
Notable industry leaders
conducted the judging –
Larry Van Aalst, host of The
Sonoma Report; Debra Del
Fiorentino, Certified Specialist
of Wine and Director of Wine
Competition for Vineyard &
Winery Management; Ziggy
Eschliman (Ziggy the Wine
Gal) radio personality and
authority on entertaining
and libations; Carol Shelton,
enologist and owner Carol
Shelton Wines which crafts
small lots from carefully
selected vineyards; Kristi
Mohar, wine buyer for Pacific
Markets in Sonoma County
and wine consultant; and
Ellen Landis, published wine
writer, Certified Sommelier,
Wine Specialist, and Wine
Educator.
e tasting of the top medal
winners will be available
during the Sonoma-Marin
Fa i r i n t h e b e a u t i f u l l y
landscaped wine garden.
S e l e c t B e s t o f S h o w,
Sweepstakes, Best of Class,
Double Gold and Gold Medal
winning wines will be poured
during scheduled times,
Friday and Saturday from
5-9:00 PM.
For a complete list of
awards and more information
visit www.sonoma-marinfair.
org.
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Sonoma-Marin Fair Highlights

ummer is the time for
lazy days, warm evenings, county fairs and
carnivals. In communities throughout the nation, the
fair is the biggest event of the
summer and it is no different
for the Sonoma-Marin Fair in
Petaluma. Every summer at the
end of June the small town of
Petaluma, known for great restaurants and river front nightlife, comes alive with concerts,
kids, livestock, carnival rides
and the World’s Ugliest Dog®
Contest.
The Sonoma-Marin Fair
is nestled between the Sonoma
Wine Country and the waters
of the North Bay, where you will
discover the best of both worlds.
In 2016, the Sonoma-Marin
Fair "Goes Local" as a testament
to the community, businesses,
and partners who have created
this showcase of local talent for
more than 75 years.
It is apparent when you
enter the gates that life in the
fast lane must be left behind.
The whirling, swirling carnival
rides beckon. Corn dogs, cotton
candy and giant plates of curly
fries are waiting next to exotic
smoothies and funnel cakes.
Surprisingly, all the carnival
rides are included in the Fair
admission – no coupons or
wristbands to buy.
Exhibit buildings are
crammed with all the projects
the community has worked
so hard on. Quilts, preserves,
floral arrangements, fine arts
and photography, crafts, baked
goods and more have been
judged and visitors anxiously
look to see if they earned a blue
ribbon.
Evenings bring concerts
under summer skies. The
Sonoma-Marin Fair's concert
series is one of the best freewith-admission summer series
in the Bay Area. This year's
headliners are Tower of PowerWednesday, Joe NicholsThursday, Hinder-Friday, and
LeAnn Rimes-Saturday.

Homely hounds are the
stars of this World's Ugliest
Dog® Contest on Friday
evening. This world-renowned
event always delivers big
entertainment at the fair with
20 or more "ugly" dogs and
their owners on parade, a
packed house, international
media, celebrity hosts and
judges. Joining long-time
head judge Brian Sobel will
be Neil Gottlieb, Three Twins
Ice Cream and contestant
on CBS’s Survivor television
show, and a representative from
Good Morning America to be
announced. Best of Show and
the Spirit Award are coveted
trophies.
The Culinary Pavilion
will be home to top chefs
from the area as they offer
tips, techniques and tastes, and
visitors can enjoy a relaxing
glass of award-winning wines
from the North of the Gate
wine competition in the
beautifully landscaped gardens.
Chefs include entrepeneurs
who showcase everything from
exotic spices to farm fresh jams,
baked goods, grilling tri-tips
and sausage making.
Wine enthusiasts can
taste North of the Gate Wine
Competition medal winning
wines in the Gardens daily
Wineries that earned

Gold medals will be on hand
on Friday and Saturday from
5-9:00 PM.
“FLOURISH: Stories
of Innovation, Creativity and
Connectivity” will house the
Beverly C. Wilson Exhibit
Building. The exhibit will
share stories of the individuals
and families, collectives and
movements that have shaped
and continue to impact the
economic vitality of our
community.
Take a self-guided tour of
the barns and see the animals
raised by our county 4-H, FFA
and Grange youth. If you’ve
never seen a livestock show,
pick up the daily schedule and
go to the show rings to watch
them claim nearly $37,000 in
well-deserved premium and
prize money for their efforts.
You’ll see beef and dairy cows,
sheep, goats, swine, chickens,
rabbits, and cavies. For fun
stop at the Great American Pig
Races, AgVentureland, and the
Pedal Tractor Pulls.
Whether you are into art,
gardening, wine, cooking, or
animals, you will find plenty of
places to visit, learn, and relax at
the Fair. For a detailed schedule
and discount tickets, visit www.
Sonoma-MarinFair.org.

